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To Captain Joseph Aleicandbr 

Of the Corps of Bengal Enginekks 

The companion of both iny^journies to Nainee TfH, the 
first {glimpse of which, I am sure, can never be effaced frflm 
our memories. We lire both determined travellers in the 
Himmala. and yet, with the exception of our Nainee Tal 
trips, pot one of our other concerted jouniies have ever been 
undertaken. Let us hope, however, that fortune may some 
time hence be more favourable to o<ir,p1ans. I v^ouIdJiavie 


\ 




1 . • 
give 1 a great deal to Lave been the companion of your trip 

of 1842, into Tartary, as described in No. 50 N. ^of the 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal^ which I have read 

* ‘ . * 

witli groat interest. It is rather a coinci,(JenJt;e; tlwir I should 
have been tlie first European the Lama of ever saw, 

and you the last he can, in all human probability, ever see. 
^Ou the 20ili of October 1842, I introduced the gentleman to 
European society, in the valley of the Vishnoo Gunga, at the 
town of Muna; and on the 2rid of June 1842, you igave him a 
last "glimpse of it, in his own country, at the distance of only a 
few miles from his own bogie, which the discomfiture of the 
Sikh iii^^ra then allowed lym to revisit. After all the 
kindne^^ewn him while a refugee in our territyries, I ob- 
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he wasenraged at yout passage of the barrier, which 
'divide us from Tartary ; butthat should only be judged of 
with reference to the extraordinary jealousy of the Chinese 
goVerament, and not a/9 a trait of individual character. Let 
tiftA*h€rish the hope of our yet meeting the old gentlemati 
within theJ^acred precincts of Toling itself, and of teaching 

him to compound a better mixtjire for the cure of his nervous 

« 

irritability about European intercourso, than the Chinese 
decoction of te*a to which he treated yo^ at Lufkhel, beyond 
the Oonta Dboora pass into Tartary. In conclusion, permit 
me to dedicate to you this small work, as a trifling memorial 
of the friendship and esteem of 


PILGRIM. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The following notes of a journey made in s^rch of bealtb 
and scenery, were originally given to the late Bditor of the 
A(jra Ukhhar (hlv. H. Tandy) as a mark of personal regifc4 
on the part of the writer, with the hope that the scenes and 
adventures described might occasionally afford some 
ment to the readers of that Journal. Several of the writer's 
friends having expressed a wish to have them entire, hebhd 
intended to have a few copies thrown off for private distri* 
biition, and the printing had actually been begun. In the 
meantime, however, a writer in the “ Hills” newspaper, un¬ 
der the name of‘‘Bagman,” having contested^luany of the 
statements ill the notes, and given a false colouring to others, , 
that which the writer deemed of interest only to his private 
frieuds was foroeihby misrepresentation into pubfic notice; 
ami*-a number of gentlemen having urged the writer 
to publish his notes by subscription, he has been induced 
to consent. There are neaily three hundred subscribers 
Uithe little work,aud the overplus, after payment of expen- 
ces, is to be baiuled,ovcr to the residents at N^iueeTal to be 
laid out in improving the approaches to the Lake. 

Pilgrim trusts that the defects of stylo may be leniently 
dealt witlf. They might easily have been amended, but on 
his taking the advice of several fiiei: ^ on the subject, an a- 
ward was given in favour of the “notes” appearing as they 
were first written. He only pretends to describe, without 
embellishment, scenes and adventures as they appeared at 
the time to impress themselvefion bis mind; and by many 
who are conversant with them, his descriptions have been 
considere;^ Wry faithful. Firstjaf all, the author’s intention 
was veryVar from that of publishing his notes; indeed, but 
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foi^the unexpected and hig^lily interesting incident of his 
meeting a large encampment of Chinese Tartars, (driven from 
their country by the Sikh*,) at the town oP* Mana, two or 
three miles above the temple of Budrcenath, they would 
never have appeared in any other shape than that of a sort 
of guide book,,in manuscript, for tlie use of any of his 
fi^etlds, who ipight ever have been disposed to follow his ex¬ 
ample in exploring the womlerfal scenery in the interior 
of theWimmala, around that celebratoJ temple, as well as 
thatofKelarnalh. The incident allddeil to, induced Pil. 
gr'imtobelieve.that an account of it might be acceptable to 
the former Ed i tor of tlic At/ra Ukhhar, Mr. Tandy; .md this 
subsequently led to tbc request made by him, for the whole of 
this journal being placed at his disposal. The gross abuse 
wl.ich Pilgrii*! incurred from the IlilU and its %,<>. was 
t what might have been expected, i„ any instance, w here an 
individua^atteinpts to do,a public good from which private 
interests are likely to suffer. E^cry kind of mercenary uio- 
tivewas attributed to Pilgrim, as well as wilful deception 
and exaggeration with the view of entrapping others info 
Nainee Ta! speculations. These misrepresentalions fell to (he 
ground, on its being found that Pilgrim never entertained 
the most remote idea of speculating at Nainee Tal, and that 
the extent of his exaggeration bad been to make a mistake 
about the size of the lake. A short time after, he was favour¬ 
ed WMth a work he had never before seen,—“ The* statistical 
sketch ofKmnaon by George William TraillCommission¬ 
er of that Province. This is the Mr. Traill, who was so flattei- 
edaiid wor*Jnpped by the party of the Illlh, and for doubting 
whose infallibility,by allusions to one or tw o ridiculous jiflints 
ia liis otherwise liiglily estimable character, about the exclu¬ 
sion of Europeans from the Prov ince, Pilgrim was so plen¬ 
tifully abused as an interested calufnniator. That he never 
set himself up for an indiscriminate censurer of this. gentle- 
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mail, he must: distinctly and - totally deny, and refer^ the 

* 

reader to Chqpter IX p p, CO, Cl and 64 of these notes.' 
lie now makes a verbatim extract from Mr. TrailPs work of 
1823 page 130:—‘‘A few lakes are to be fgund in various 
“ parts ; tlie most remarkable of wh ich are Nainee Tal, Bliim 
“ Tal, and Now Kantia Tal, situated in the*Chakata di^ricU 
“ near the Bliamouri Pass. The first, which is the largest, 

“ measures one mile in length and three quarters of a mile in 
‘M)readth/'—Pilgrim first guessed it to be one and a Quarter 
to Olio and a half miles in length, and its greatest breajlth 
three quarters of a mile ; and had he guessed a mean breadth 
insleail of its greatest, the dime nsions would have been little 
different from those afforded by tlw? mea siirement of Mr. 
Traill, Avho was, tlierefore, in all fairness, entitled to a share 
oflhe abuse of theparty alluded to. The fact is, 
Mr- Traill had just af^ iiiucli or ns little idea of exaggeraU* 
ing the size of the lake as ligd Pilgrim. The public imme¬ 
diately saw that tliese mistakes and inaccuracies were qnite 
uniiifeiilional, and liore no reference to the merits of thelo- 
cality asa new hill sottlenicut. Pilgrim had letters fpmu the 
great majority of the visitors to the lake, all containing as¬ 
surances of their perfect satisfaction with his statement and 
utter disbelief oftlfe motives imputed to hiiufin the counter- 
statements. From one of them, receive<l after the docu¬ 
ments in Appendix No, IV had appeared, he is tempted to 
publish an extract, by the writers permission; it is from* 
Captain Henry Drummond, formerlj^ Superintendent of the 
mineralogical resources of Kumaon, and latterly of Aff- 
ghanistan. * 

‘On board the Hiudoostan, Madras, 16th Augt. 1843. 

‘ My dear— t 

‘ In answer to your letter on the subject of Nainee 
‘Tal, k have only to state my opinion that any description 
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'"of^that lake which I may have read in the Agra Ukhoai\ 
’‘appeared to me by no means exagg'erated. - I have seen 
‘Simla, Mussoorie, Alniota, Lohooghaut, &c , and have also 
‘ travelled over, the greater part of the inounlair. range, and. 
‘ to my taste, the most ficautifu 1 locality is Nainee’I :ii/ 

l^llgrim has, wth the per nission ot Mr. J. IT* Hatb'ii, rrv 
quested the pulilishers to add to llie little work, rhat, gentle-. 
man’s very interesting desCii(>tnm of AJnione w!ii< h origi¬ 
nally Appeared inthc^ “ ncns[K!(K!r, and be has taken 

tlie^ opportunity of annexing an oeeasional note from the 
work of Mr, Tiail), already refer)'v*d to. as well as from on'" 
or two other sources, which are <luly acknowledged. Ai 
the eiul will he found a u:emt>randuni of the j>r<;seiit state of 
Naine(? Tal. 

In ronelusion, Pilgrim may look with gratiheatii'o alius 
subsrriptionlist, by which, if oi»e were (.» judge, hi-^ lnn» 
work .inigh. be coiisidor^^d to possess some mer : ; * ni he la gs 
todisclaim bis belief in any such llatU ung te^tunray, I eiug 
well aware that the support it has iceei td .s not di. 5o any 
intrir.-rt^ value it possesses, but lo tlie. goc'd came of Xainec 
Tal, which he has ever ciideavoared to mdcistriousl} advocate. 

To tile Late and ]ireseiit proprietors oi'the Agra Press, the 
comnumit' :»f Mainee Tal will be as much indebted, if uui 
more .so, as to Pilgrim for the donation arrsiiig out of tlie sale 
of this work. 
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(>? CHAPTER 1. 

>;Tuahon of the of - U;M.'X|)<‘ctfd rt‘iicontr<‘ with Ohineac Tar- 

lais—Sj'kh 1 ,'OTiijnebtK in ('Iiuk^sc 'rurtaTv.-~A f'liineso Tartar encampment.—• 
1 i.i'.' ol iLieir ^oK'd hufu'jur -- 'i’ucir diHicult retreat from tlie Sikh invasion 
^ t oi f otir*;> ' lr#n suspension hn<lp:es.— The I'artar’s opmions 

ti ' ■' t •* and i^oM infbei.— Surpassing height 9f the 

'■lana Pas-, and tabir ol 'Pii'iart.-'Unpiopitious season lor travelling.* 


In enso y -nslinulti i= if hantx'n <(j know the locality of the 
sfjol'*' iVoiii I vviu , I fiiusr (ell yon that it i.s situaTetl in 

(lie centre olllie snowy lanifv.in the valley of the Vishnoo 
Giinoa, above (lie temple of ]$inlriMatb,at an elevaflon of a- 
hont eleven thousand feel above the level of finisea. For four 
or fiv^e months in Suniiner and A ulinnn, it is a |)lace of con¬ 
siderable ti;ade, beino’ a sort of entreptU ft>r the commerce of 
Chinese Tartary w ith oiu* hill territories. 

We have accirlentally come here at a very intercstino; period, 
the Sikhs having over-nm and coin]uered the whole of Chi¬ 
nese Tartary beyond this part of the snowy range, and it is 
for the purpose of giving* you the latest news from this quarter 
of the Celestial Empire, th^t I now write you. Vou are aware 

IMinj., !i Tartar villugt* beloniiiu;* to the Kawnl, oi chief prustuf JludtinaU).. 
liauiil be tratisJated Archbishop. Ue is flvi ehiel dig^uitary of Uie temple, mauagep 

iho villa'^fs (fti4 iuudti belonging to It, atid ha^ a legulai train of vizeers, sccietarieK, ke 
lu the GooiUtia invasion tlie Kaja took 5(^0U Rupees of property from ih?te!Dpl£‘, • 
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^6 Sikhs have, for some time, been in possession of Leu 
^^akVwhere,as far as I can learn,they had, at thescommencement 
of the present Summer, an Army of four or five thousand men 
under a Sirdar called Golab Sing. They commenced further 
operations in Chinese Tartary about the beginning of June, and 
df^^ached partied of their foice in every direction to take pos¬ 
session of the Forts and Temples. Heera Sing besieged and 
captured Chaprung, the magazine of that part of Chinese 
Tartary, after a feeble resistance on the part of the garrisoni in 
which the Governor (Zoompong) was killed. From Chap- 
rung, a small fdree was sent to take possession of the magnifi¬ 
cent Temple of Toling, the residence of the Head Lama. Here 
they met with no opposition, the Lamas fled in dismay ; the 
whole of their private property, consisting of gold and silver 
vessels, sheep, cattle and also different kinds of merchandize 
belonging to the Tartar traders with '>ur hill territories, was 
confiscate!, or rather «pKindere«l by the invaders. Another 
fdree was sent out to attack Gurtope, under a Chief called, 1 
think, Zorawur Sing,—Ivere also they were victorious. Every 
otlK'f^post of minor importance then submitted to the Sikhs, 
and up to the present moment they are said to be extending 
their territories rapidly towards the inner Thibet, called by 
the Chinese 'l]|tirtars, “ Chota Cheen,^^ or Little China. I be¬ 
lieve Golab Sing, the Sirdar of this invading Army, is a rebel 
against hisown Government; ifso,we have a new powerspring- 
ingup between us and the Chinese Empire, and it would be wise 
in our Government to watch its progress in time. The Sikhs 
have been guilty of great cruelty to the Tartars, who are flying 
from therA in every direction. Great numbers have crossed 
the Himmala, and are now congregated in our territories for 
protection. For the last few days of our journey, we were 
rather surprised to meet numbers of Chinese Tartars, who 
could not speak any language intelligible to us, and who 
cottsequenyy could give no account of themselves, further 
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than that they were “ Cheen ka Admee-”* We were puzzled 
what to think of such an unusual occurrence, and, considering* 
the state of our relations with the Chinese Empire, we thought 
ft just possible that these strangers might be sent in disguise 
to ravage our defenceless hill territories. On our arrival at 

m 

Mana, we had every thing explained; they had all fled fron^j^e 
cruelties of the Sikhs, and the scene, now before us, is one of 
the most painfully interesting it has ever been my fortune to 
witness. The sudden transition we have undergone, *from 
civilized to savage life in less than a month, appears to me so 
strange, that I must long remember it as a remarkable incident 
in my travels. About twenty five days ago, we were at Mus- 
soorie ; now, we find ourselves in the’centre of a Chinese Tar¬ 
tar encampment, surrounded by Lamas, Tartar men, women 
and children, all screaming with delight at some little exhi¬ 
bitions of European sdlence which we are showing oflT, such 
as striking a light with comfrion lucif%rs, and producing fire 
by she simple compression of air in a brass tube. One of fhe 
Lamas is a fugitive from the graitd Temple at Toling, and 
is living in a very capital tent made Tartar fashiofK^ In 
rny boyish days, more than twenty years ago, a picture 
of a Chinese Tartaj* encampment in the snow was femiliar to 
me—the shape of this tent I indentified in a i|oment,and the 
remembrance of its likeness flitted across my memory like a 
thing of yesterday. We soon established a friendly acquaint¬ 
ance with this Tartar community, the members of which 
were the strangest looking human beings we had ever come 
across. We recognised two distinct races, one, generally 
called Booteeas, are dark colored and very hideous in ap¬ 
pearance. Many of them live in caves beyond the snowy 
range, and might be ju^ly classed as a gradation between 


* Thift^ewription of theroselv^ they must have picked up at the village* of Mana, 
Neetee, anf the few other* on their route They were on their way down to winter at Joiee- 
muth, tlie metropolis of the Rawul, of which a short sxcount is given in%nother page^ 
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the bear and the human race.* ** Theg-enuine Tartars, on the 
contrary, are rather a good looking race, f^/iristi, with red 
cheeks, and sun-burnt complexion. They have broad fore¬ 
heads, features bordering on the Chinese, and wear very 
orthodox pigtails. The women, as in other countries, are 
eip^ently giftefl with the spirit of curiosity. Familiarity 
does, undoubtedly, breed contempt, for before a quarter of 
an hour’s acquaintance, we found ourselves in danger of be¬ 
ing jostled and jockied by ihsSe daughters of the wilderness. 
Some of them were very good looking, with piercing eyes, 
and arched eyebrows, one eyelash generally p. little more 
shut than the other, which gave a comical roguish expression 
to the countenance.’f Their frames are very powerful, and 
they are tall in stature, in fact I should be sorry to have 
a skirmish with them in case of verifying the old adage of 
“ catching a Tartar. ” The wdiole enrampment had arrived 
only a fe^ days befort; us. They had crossed the snowy 
range by the Mana Pass, the crest of which is eighteen thou¬ 
sand feet above the level T>f the sea. You may fancy what 
cruellies must have been perpetrated by the Sikhs, to 
drive the inhabitants across a mountainous region like this, at 
the commGncement of w^inter, where they had to wander for 
days through d^p snow, at such a height that human beings 
find it difficult to breathe; and where, for nearly a week’s 
journey, there is neither grass, nor shurb, nor tree. " In spite 
of all these obstacles, these sons and daug'hlers of the desert 
have brought themselves in safety to our territories with their 

old men and little children, as well as their flocks and herds. 

• _ 

* The Booteene reiide od both rides of the snowy ran^. '* The traffic of the Province is 

** divided into two branches, brat the sale uf the produce of the hills, and secondly the car* 

*■ rying trade with Tartary ; this latter again passes tl^rough two hands, the Booteeas who 
"hold direct intercourse with tlic TarUis, and the hill traders who furnish returns and 
<* receive the Tartar merchandize in barter " Vide Traill’s Report on Kumaon 

T Their'faces are pictures of rude healtii , coustant ex^aure gives them a g^d^tinge of 
bronze, 1 was nearly^ayiog bras^i, of which they also seem to possess a considerable pra 
portidff 
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They seem, truly, to have frames capable of enduring fhe 
maximum of haman suffering* One of them was an old patri¬ 
arch, certainly a hundred years of age, and is now bent 
almost doubld. In manhood, he must have been a perfect 
giant, for I never saw a man approaching his size and stature. 
Sheep, goonts, (hill ponies) and shawl wool goats \^ero 
scattered about the encampment. We purchased a few of 
the latter; they are beautiful creatures, and have at present 
a very fine coat of the celeb^ted Cashmere wool, finder 
their outer covering of long coarse hair; but 1 despaif of 
their reaching the plajns alive, • 

After a long conversation with the head Lama, I took leave, 
making him a present of some lacifers, which seem to take 
the Tartar fancy above every thing else. They had never 
seen any European before. I received a few large scrolls of Thi¬ 
betan theology or literature from the Lama,* which 1 consider ' 
a great curiosity. ^ The print4s in gohd on a thick ki«d of paper 
varnished black, and is beautiful, although it looks as if a 
couple of centuries old, 1 had it explained to these Tartars that 
most probably our Government would ere long be obl^d to 
send Troops into their country, and drive out the Sikhs ; on 
this they set up a shout of joy. Through the medium of an 
intelligent Tartar merchant as interpreter, I |btained a great 
deal of very interesting information regarding this part of the 
Chinese Ebnpire, the system of government, its Temples, Fort^, 
Rivers, Lakes and Mines. The Lama being a well educated 
man, told me a great deal regarding the literature, the temples 
and libraries of Thibet; and the Tartar merchant, having tra¬ 
velled so much both there and in our territories, and being 
evidently a close observer from the remarks he made on the 
l atter, of the correctness of which I could judge,— I consider 

This gentleman subsequently took up his winter quarters at Almora, and did not return 
to Tartary till early iu June 1842, when he aacompanied my friend, Captain Weller of the 
Engineertf qf^rosB the Himmala by^he Oonta Dhoora Pass, He became sadly disquieted 
and irritated at the Idea of the responsibility of having crossed the cele^al barriers iu eom- 
^ pany with a European, and behaved very badly to W— 
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tMeir information to be worthy of credit. The temple of Toling, 
by all accounts, must be a superb edifice. The images are of 
pure gold, as well as the whole of the ornaments. There are also 
several librarios of Thibetan religious and literai'y works, the 
greater number printed or written in gold. The Sikhs have 
as vet spared the temple, the idols and books, but plundered 
every thing else. About half a day’s journey beyond Tol- 
iiig, isan iron suspension bridge over the Sutlege; the time 
of itsF-erection, they say, is nq^ known, or remembered. Here 
yon see we have libraries of printed bookstand an iron suspen¬ 
sion bridge, all which appear clearly, from researches made, 
to have been in existence, when Europe was sunk in the 
ignorance of the dark middle ages. Yet we talk about, and 
put in our chronological tables, the date of the invention of 
printing in Europe, and I suppose suspension bridges too. 
The credit of inventing rope bridges,- \ believe, in this coun¬ 
try, is givr'n to a Mr. Shakespear, and they are called Sha- 
kesperian bridges. Rope bridges of this construction have 
been used in our own I-|iH territories for centuries, indeed 
froij^ime immemorial.*^ Many such fallacies have been ex¬ 
posed by travellers of the present day. The government of 
this part Chinese Tartary was vested in the Head Lama 
of Toling, why received his orders from the grand Lama 
of Thibet, residing at Lassa. The latter receives his orders 
for the administration of the Government of the .whole of 
Thibet and Chinese Tartary, direct from the Emperor of 
China, who resides, they say, at Ghinuk—Pekin 1 suppose. 
The whole of Thibet, indeed Chinese Tartary in general, 
goes by the name of “ Chota Cheen,” and China proper is 
called “ Burra Cheen.” From time to time, a few Chinese 
are sent by the Emperor, as guardians of the outposts of 

* It mfty be mentioned as a curious fact that the spirit blowpipe is to be met with in 

Garhwal^ where it is sometimes used by goldsmiths, this instrument is composed of iron, 
« and filled with whisky distilled from rice, amd when u^d it is placed on a of burn- 

•'ing charcoal.’" ^Traill’s Report. 

I'zus invention roust doubtless be of very ancient date. 


IN THX HIMMALA. 


this'immense Empire. The Chinese are described by my 
informants to be, what they are in every country to which 
they emigrate, the most industrious race under the sun. 
They occupy their spare time in the mountains, snaring', 
shooting and stuffing' ali kinds of birds and beasts, and 
collecting feathers tosend to China. The Tartar merchant tells 
me that the Chinese are as civilized a race as ourselves^ 

m « 

are very much beloved as masters by all the tribes subject 

to their rule. This is confirmgd by what the Lama tells me, 

and is rather a curious fact. It is customary with us at the 

present time, to try to make the world believe that the whole 
_ • 

Chinese nation is anxious for a change of masters; but this 1 
do not believe. The Sikhs are held in detestation by every 
surrounding nation. Wonders, however, will never cease. 

It does certainly appear to us an anomaly, when we consU 
der that, at tlie present moment, while our armies are invading* 
China to the Eastward, perhaps, now, dest^ipying cities 

and devastating provinces Vith fire and sword, and the ^es« 

• • 

tern extremity of this overgrown ^Empire is being over-run 
by a horde •of semi-barbarians, the subjects of bis $;elestiai 
majesty, the descendant of the sun and mopii, are pouring into 
our territories for refuge. The Tartars tell me it takes a year 
for a man to rea£h the capital of China, aijd two months to 
send a dispatch, Tartar fashion. 

The Fort of Chaprung, they describe as a place of consider¬ 
able strength^ built of stone, and containing an arsenal well^ 
filled with every description of arms and ammunition for 
the equipment of several thousand Troops; it mounts five 
brass guns. Gurtope is also a place of some strength, with 
a Fort; it is situated beyond the Indus. The mountains 
about here contain gold mines, and the Tartar merchant tells 
me, they are more protfuctiveof the precious metal than is 
generally supposed. The aalt mines lie between this and 
Uppef Thibet, and are said to be inexhaustible. The traders 



I^ILgRlM'S WANDERINGS 


from our hill territories generally take money with them^ 
when they go to Tartary, to purchase this necessary of life,— 
sometimes they get rice bartered for it, but the demand is 
very limited. Common wool is also purchased largely in 
Tartary for the use of the natives of the Hills on this side, 
but the purchases are ne.trly all made by payment in money. 
The merchandize is conveyed across the Passes of the Him- 
inalaon sheep and goats, of which we have seen hundreds so 
employed in the course of a dav*s journey. 

Being anxious to form a notion of the elevation and appear¬ 
ance of Chinee Tartary on desccod’ng the Himmala on the 
North side, I made very particular enquiries of these people 
regarding it, Mana. where wc now are, is about eleven thou¬ 
sand feet above the sea ; the crest or ridge of the Mana Pass, 
from which the plains of Tartary are first visible, is eig'bfeej|. 
'^thousand feet, leaviii"" an ascent of sevew thousand feet. The 
only way ^ could think* of, for .niakuig them comprebeisd 
what I Mounted, was to ask very paiticularly to the pro¬ 
portion which the descent .into the plains of Tartary, from 
the ridu’t) (Kanta) of the Pass, bore to the ascent* from Mana 
to the same spot. They said, the descent was not much more 
than half the ascent, so that taking il, even at two thirds, it 
would make the|plains on the North side upwards of thir¬ 
teen thousand leet above the level of the sea,**^ and yet they 
assure me that, at this elevation, not only do the inhabitants 
Jive without any incouvenience from the rarefaction of the 
atmosphere, but that grains of different kinds, including 
wheat, are produced without difficulty. There is no parallel 
to this, I imagme, in any other part of the world. A mountain 
tract of very large extent and height with a table land a 
little lower, seems to raise up and retain within itself a much 

" 1 have been assured Ly those wuU qualified to judfpe, that tticre is scarcely any part of 
this table land^ with the exception of the rayine oFthe Sutlege river, much under thoU' 
sand feet, and most of the tract even above that. * 
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m<^re dense atmosphere than a of the same 

In proof of this, I can speah from experience, havhigfi^%i» 
in turuii g- a siagle peak !»• the Himniala ^ about 
thoujiirnd feat in height, arith almost psrpeudiciilar 
r^uifered much more from rarified ptmosphere^ than in along 
valley made by a river in the snowy range, at a h^|ht of 
nearly sixteen thousand. The appearance in general of 
Chinese Tartary, is that of an immense plain, very rugged 
and bleak, interspersed wit^ hills and deep ravines^ which 
are the channels of the rivers. The climate they describe 
v-xcellent. • 

We very, mu'"h regretted not having been able to leave 
Mnssoorie a few weeks earlier, because, if we had reached 
<‘his place by the iiiicidle of September, we might have 
penetrated into Chinese Tartary, by either the Mana or 
the Neetee Pass, an<J .seen Toling, Cliapruug, Gurtope, th8 
gold itiiucs, lake Mansrawur, ^nd many oilier places 
which Chinese jealousy has hitherto kept sealed up from 
European intercourse. I do not think we could have had 
any thing to fear from t' i Sikhs (Singhs, the Chinese Tar- 
tars call them), had wc gone quite unarmed, and strictly 
avoided the discussion of all iiiternatioual politics. Not¬ 
withstanding the* lateness of the season, |We had almotit 
persuaded ourselves to attempt it. Doubtless we could 
have “ paved our way” into Tartary ; but by the time 
we could have visited half the. places worth seeing, every^ 
pass of the Hinamalamust have been closed, and we could 
not have returned to Hindoostan till next summer. The 
prospect of having to winter in Tartary, wfth the Other 
consequent risks, very quickly damped our exploring' en¬ 
thusiasm, and induced us to turn opr backs < on such 
nngenial regions; but > parted witb my Triend, the Tartar 
merchant, under a promisee^ returning next summer, and 
traveMiag all over Tartary with hii^ This i|i very ua- 
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likely to take place : I am now tired of the mountaine, 
having performed on foot about ouethousand^iniles through 
tbeiUf in the course of two sojourns I have made in the 
Hluaimala. 

, , . My first journey, many years ago, was very propi¬ 
tious during roy; two months’ walk. 1 had neither rain nor 
snoW; while during the present one, exactly at the same sea¬ 
son of the year, we have, every second or third day, been 
either drenched with rain, or kept in perpetual alarm of being- 
snowed in, on the high ridges we have had to pass over. On 
two or three occasions, we have just escaped it, and no more. 
For the last fifteen days, there has not been one, without 
heavy falls of snow on every mountain around us, I know 
not what kind of weather you may have had in the plains ; 
but in the hills, winter has set in most unseasonably. Pro- 
•bably you have had a rainy October, at least 1 should divine 
so. 

I fancy you are now pretty well tired of me, I have 
gone on with a rambling description of this part of bnr 
travels, to a much greater length than I anticipated; but 
you may cut and clip, and sift the wheat from the chaff, as 
you please, only don’t consign it to the Balaam box; be¬ 
cause I know lo^ of Editors who would .hankfuliy receive 
it, and laugh at you for your fastidiousness, besides paying 
the postage. If you fancy the thing, and ask for it, 1 may, 
perhaps, give you a compendium of my whole journal; not a 
ponderous affai r like a book of logarithms, which some of 
the tours in the Himmalas very much resemble; but just a de¬ 
sultory sort of sketch, without any of the airs of a three vo¬ 
lume manufacture. I have paid a visit during this journey 
to the temples of Kedar Nath and Budrinatb ; the sight of the 
scenery of the former is sufficient to repay a year of labour 
tod toil to accomplish. I hope this may find its way to Al- 
‘laorab ki about fifteen days. *' 
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' I had lieftTly forgot to teil you, that the liUft* re« 
ports from fJhinese Tartary say, that an army of «ev<orai 
thousand men, coimnanded by Chinese Officer!, is comings 
donrn from t'Cfaota Cheen” to drire o’||{|||i|^. Sikhs. 

Mana, I also forgot to mention, is only seven days’'|our- 
uey from Toling, eight from Chaprutig, and abou ^j Baeen 
from Gurtope. 

mm 

CONTENTS OF CHAPTER IL 

The Chinese turn the tables oir the Sikhs,—The Himmala pasaes.—Crnelty 
and ignorance of the Stkbs.*-«^ingalar jealousy of the (^hinesc nation.—High 
estimation in ^hich their Government is held to the uttermost limits of their 
possessions. 

The Chinese have at last been aroused from their le¬ 
thargy, and sent an army of their invincibles to stem the 
torrent of invasion.^ ^ The outside barbarians, the Sikhs^ 
are now, in their turn, flying like ^heep before the victorious 
celestials. Thefr outposted have been cut up ; and Zorj^wur 
Shigh with the main body is retreating to Ladak ; endea- 
vouring' at tlie same time to treat with the Chinese for some- 
thing like honourable termj. The Chinese, as usual with 
barbarians, refuse to listen to any proposals whatever. The 
Emperor of China treats with no one in hi^ own dominions. 
They tell Zorawur Singh that he has the choice of either 
fighting a battle, or going on retreating ; a course by 
which, with a powerful army in his rear, it is improbable he,^ 
or a single man of his followers, can ever reach Ladak. The 
Chinese are said to number about sev^a thousand men. 
Zorawur Singh is in a double dilemma, having been order* 
ed by his own durbar at Lahore, to be at Ladak by a certain 
date; failing which he is to be sent down by Goolab Singh 
as a rebel for punishment, in consequence of violating our 
Eumaon territories, on the Jl5th of October. You see drat 
even lf«he bad a chance with the Chinese, be would* by de* 
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layinjjf in his retreat lon^ enough to give battle, incur the 

threatened penalty; the Lahore Government having pledge 

e<l itself tip^ours to inflict severe punishment, should he not 

Ladak day named. The time allowed 1 

forgsLexactly ; but I know it was scarcely sufficient for his 

Tetn|i^|..iBveu without the Chinese at his heels. It is said, 

the latter have made a very masterly inovemeut, and that the 

Sikhs must very soon be hemmed in on every side. If our 

quarrel, with China is not seized before next summer, we 

need not be surprised to see these same seven thousand 

Chinese give usp little trouble. 1 know it is the custom for 

:dl you lowlauders, living under the protection of forts and 

great guns, “ worked quick and well,” to sneer at all idea 

of danger from Chinese invasion on this side. 1 know too, 

that tile most deplorable ignorance prevails regarding these 

mountains and the passes into China, ^which vve suppose to 

be impracticable for an ar,my. I can only tell you tliat over 

otui ass alone, merchandise to the amount of almost two 

lakhs of rupees was transferred last year ; and I should thirik, 

1 

where that can be done, there could be litde difficulty in 
passing orer a considerable body of lightly equipped troops* 
There are about six good passes altogether in our territories, 
, exclusive of several in NepauJ. The whole of Gurhwal and 
a great part of hluinaon might be plundered before our troops 
could even move; the Hill men would fly down to the plains 
like sheep, and carry with them a panic, which, if 1 mistake 
not, would light up the torch of rebellion among many of the 
native powers. Fifty men and one small gun at each pass, 
would be sufficient to stop the progress of an army. 

1 shall be able very soon to send you some account of the 
trade between this and Chinese Tartary. The Kumaon trade, 
es well as the political importance*^ of the Province, seems 
to be greatly underrated. This^is a mistake, which I suspect 
4v|Unotbeof long duration, judging from present^fairs. 
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* Perhaps yon are not aware that tea and gold are ajhohg 
the imports fipm Chinese Tartary, by the passes of the Him- 
mala ; of which more by and by. 

The last time 1 wrote to yon, W 8 ||j|^|iitf^^||^purp 08 e of 
cumrauntcatiag the news of the successful advance of the 
Chinese troops against the Sikh invaders.of Tbibe^And 1 
now take tiie opportunity, of letting you know, that m'y for¬ 
mer intelligence of theil'movements has since been confirmed, 

as far as can be ascertained from the uncertain nature of 

• 

our coininuuicattou with the countries beyond the passes^ 
at this season of the year. « 

It is now certain that Zorawnr Siti^h himself^ and the 
main body of his troops have been attacked, and lost a niirn* 
ber of men, I'liere are about fifteen of them wlio fled, and 


made good their road across the llitnmala, who are now in the 
Kiiniaon territory, oi^ t^eir way to Aliiiorah; where they are 
to be lodged in the fort, until orders, are receiverj from Go¬ 
vernment for their final disposal. There can be little doubt 
of'their being set at liberty, as a matter of course. They 
must have suffered dreadfully on their journey ; the passes 
were all closed for a month back for every ordinary purpose, 
and it is most astonishing how they could have managed to 
reach this side in«afety ; but I suppose, terror of the Chi- ' 
nese and their own cowardice accomplished* what prudence 
and courage would never have undertaken. 

The Sikhs are doubtless, ere now, undergoing a well, 
merited retribution for the cruelties they inflicted on the un- 
oflending Tartars during the late invasion, in plundering 
them of every thing, and then driving them from their homes 
and country, lam sure no one can feel the least regret at 
the retaliation ; for never was there a more unwarranted, or a 
more wanton aggression*than that of the Sikhs, in their in¬ 


vasion of Thibet. 1 cannot help holding them in the same 
kind detestation as the Tartars do; 1 think they are a na. 
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tion\>f arrogant, cowardly robbers, and the most cruel and 
ignorant all the civilized nations of Hindoostan. The val¬ 
ley of rBi||[lj|j|i|yi is an existing' evidence of these assertions; 
and in «extreme ignorance in g'eneral, it is a 

iaet, that Zorawur Singh started from Ladak, with a vague 
sort of notion that he would in e few weeks reach Lassa, and 
be able to plunder it, having heard that it was a place of im¬ 
mense wealth and resources. His astonishment was great, 
when, at the end of summer, he fonnd himself not one-third of 
the way to the capital of Thibet, with his opponents gather¬ 
ing streng*th in Rvery direction. His attack on Chaprung, 
followed up by the capture of Toling and Gnrto|>e, were 
merely preparatory to the grand object of his unprincipled 
expedition, which was the pillage of Lassa. So much for his 
geographical knowledge; and he is considered to be superior 
1o most of his countrymen of the saipe class. My last ac« 
counts repoirt that his retreat to Ladak is now cut off in every 
way, not only by the Chinese troops, but also by the extreme 
severity of the present winter, which of itself, I am assured, 
cannot fail of proving the destruction of every man of his 
band. The Chinese are not very celebrated for wasting 
human life in battle, where it is possible to avoid it; and I 
think it most probable, that they will now leave the elements 
to do the work oV destruction. Thus must the last vestige of 

the Sikh invasion of China disappear, and in a few years it 

1 

, will be talked of among the Tartars, as a tale of by-goiie days. 

1 think the consequences cannot fail of being advantageous 
to our interests, as far as the intercourse of the two na¬ 
tions is concerned ; as so many of the Tartar refugees Jiave 
fonnd in our territories, during' their niisfurtunes, that pro¬ 
tection against their invaders, which their own Government 
for the time were unprepared to aifovd them ; and they, un¬ 
doubtedly, must return to their own country with more 
liberal and enlightened notions of the character and piiilcipies 
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of * tlie British Indian empire. They have hitherto been 
taught by th^ir rulers to consider China as all powerful 
among the Asiatic nations, and to look upon ever^rptlier with 
contempt and suspicion. Nothing* cither been done, 

on our part, to correct these impressions, owing to the wiee 
policy of our Goveruineut in avoiding, as much as possible, all 
such intercourse with Tarlary as might attract the at¬ 
tention of the Chinese Government to our frontier on the 
Himmala side. None of our Officers have ever had avy offi¬ 
cial communications with those of China in this quarter, and 
neither party appear to have sought for it, ^he passes over 
the Himmala have, in consequence of our taking up a bind of 
neutral position, been virtually under the control, and in 
the possession, of the Thibet Government. Any courteous 
overtures, on the part of any of our Officers, towards a more 
friendly intercourse, have been received in the usual way^ 
and answered as might be expected. “ We do not recog¬ 
nise any Goverrftnent beyond our own frontier ; we assure 
you, we are quite ignorant of any, you and yours; we per¬ 
mit the traffic of your native merchants to be carried on in 
our territories), and every thing is conducted to their satis¬ 
faction ; but as for any proposals for intimacy, which might 
inveigle us into ^n acknowledgment of your right to be 
treated as a nation independent and equal, Mve wish you 
may get them.” You can here trace the effects of our long 
continued degradation in tlie estimate of the Chinese nation, 
arising from the character of our mercantile dealings with"" 
them to tl>e eastward. You are quite aware that they have 
never had any proof of our national honour or^ principles at 
Canton, beyond our own bare assertions: our systematic 
encouragement of a contraband trade, and our readiness in 
submitting to every insidt they have been pleased to heap 
upon us, could not have a tendency to correct such impres- 
sionst^ Every insult shewm to us, has doubtless appeared to 

Jsikrf*'' Publfo librtrf * 
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the Chinese people as a punislitnent inflicted for breaking' 
their laws; and our nerer resenting them, has Ijeeu construed 
into an aek^wledginent of their justice, as well as of our 
own weaknes 9 ;i^ a nation. No Goveniinentor people, so fas- 
Iklious of ceremony as tlie Chinese, could ever be brought to 
understand the e.^tpediency of a strong nation alloiving itself 
to be trampled upon and insulted by a weak one* It need 
not then create much surprise to find, that the inhabitants of 
the iQountains, residing ueai\. the passes of the Himmala 
within our own territories, look upon China as a uiiich 
greater nation,than England, There is scarcely a ques¬ 
tion 3 oil can put to them, or a wish that you can ex¬ 
press, or a suggestion that you can make on any sub¬ 
ject, that is not instantly answered with “ Cheen ka hookm 
nuheen —(no orders from China) ; and if you attempt to 
**argue the mutter with' them, they look upon you as a mad- 
jnan. The Chinese officers conduct lliemselres with <>‘reat 
kin^dness and indulgence towards the metchants engaged 
in the trade on l>u(h sides of the passes, which, as ] said be¬ 
fore, are virtually in their possession. One of the Viceroys 
proceeds every suiumer to the principal pass, and opens it 
with all due ceremonv: till which time not a man from either 

•I ' 

bide would dare to cross. Indeed, taking,jt altogether, this 
ramificuiiou of rfieir Goveruiiient seems to be well adapted 
to the condition of the people ; and, instead of viewing it with 
the contempt which is so fashionable at the present day, I am 
inclined to view it wdth an eye of admiration. The life and 
soul of their Oovernment appears to be bundohust*; every 
subject of tlig empire feels the arrangements of his rulers to 
be unquestionable ill wisdom, in their regard for life and 
property; and they all feel coufideut of a paternal solicitude 
and w'atchfulness, on the part of the Emperor, against any 
palpable op[)ression ol‘ the subordinate Viceroys. A gentle¬ 
man of the Civil Service at Aimorab, who is mtimajte<y ac- 
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quauited with the countries beyond the passes, has mentioned 

to me many nfost surprising instances of tfie almost incredible 
strictness of surveillance exercised by the higher Chinese 
Officers at Pekin, over the Governors of their Provinces,^ 
and distant colonies, if yon may so call them. 

It is my firm belief that, from the long experience they 
have had of the g-ood workiiiof of llieir own Governinent, 
while other nations and kingdoms have been the prey of 
revolutions and civil wars, a'fid their o-eneral want uf^know- 
ledge of the rest of the world, they arc now arrayed against 
us in war, in real undisguised ignorance of our great power, 
and our hiffh staiidard in the scale of nations ; and it is to be 
hoped we may ere long suca'ced in getting better acquainted 
witli each oilier, although U is to bo feared not without a de- 
|)lorable waste of human life. I should predict uurbecominf^ 
the best of friends, colifd we once open their eyes to a just 
knowledge of oiw* position jfniong ua.fioiis, and coirvince (hem 
thqt we are not a horde of piratical rovers and a public nui¬ 
sance to all respectable nations iikt* themselves. This is their 
opinion of us at the court of Pekin ; and for a century back 
we have been doing* all we could, by self-degradation, to 
confirm them in jtlie very blumler for wliicli we are now 
chastising them. For this reason it is to he »]ioped, that we 
shall succeed in retrieving, or rather establishing*, our cha¬ 
racter with them m as merciful a manner as may be con¬ 
sistent with firmness and national honour. 

The Thibet troops, or Militia us you call them, whicli have 


been sent against Zorawar Sing, do not seem to stand very 
high in your estimation as warriors ; but the fact is we 
know little or nothing about them. They are part of the same 
class of troops, which, inWormer years, invaded and humbled 
the Goorkha power to such a d^ree, that noother power is now 
held irCtiuch dread by this nation of soldiers as Cdiina. The 
very name of China is with them equivalent ft) “ ob?^y 
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tremble,’’ and the sliarpnei^s of the Chinese scimitar has be- 

* 

come proverbial in Nepal. I do not look upon'^lbe fact of the 
Tartars having fled from the Sikhs as any proof of their want 
of courage, for they had no leader, which, to such a nation, is 
the most essential of all the elements of war; and they were, 
besides, coinpletfely taken surprise by their cowardly in¬ 
vaders. The Sikhs too are dastardly and unworthy enemies ; 
and the terror of their cruelties was sufficient, for a time, to 
disarm the courage of a pastora^ nation like Tartary. Look at 
Chaprung', where they assured me that the Chinese Govern¬ 
or, faithful to fiis trust, made a short but gallant resistance, 
and after cutting down two or three of the Sikhs with iiis 
own hand, be was captured and butchered in cold blood. 

CONTENTS OF CHAPTER lU 

( 

I 

CommrnrOjTiiftnt of a HimmaVi —Route selected.—Bad com- 

nienfeiaent.—Fine view of the Aglar valiev 

¥• 

My short account of thr* Hiininaln Passes is not yet quite 
complete;’ but as I promised you a brief abstract of ray pil¬ 
grimage to the far-famed shrines of Kedar Nath and Rudree 
Nath, I slfall now try to perform that pvotnise. You m ill 
observe that I li|»ve altered my notes from the form of a 
Journal, in which they w'ere originally written, and given 
them to you in the shape of Letters, which 1 think* the best 
adapted for conveying an idea to you of a rambling journey 
like mine. 1 found also that my original notes were too 
lengthy for the general reader ; and having on that account 
to write them over again, I took the opportunity of abridg¬ 
ing- them, as well as altering their form. In case some of 
your matter-of-fact readers slioiiId<?suspect me of belonging 
to the Hindoo religion, from my calling my journey a pilgrim¬ 
age, I take the opportunity of denying it, and ^^uring 
1 wot a party to any of the rites and ceremo- 
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iiies connected with the worship of Siva and Vishnoo. ihave 
often been askt)d about the utility of gratuitously undertak¬ 
ing so much labour! 

My objects iu making such a protracted pilgrimage, are 
known only to myself, and your matter-of-fact readers are 
not entitled to any explanation. I had ma^ed out for my¬ 
self a route of about eight hundred miles on foot, and I was. 
by no means, ignorant of the difficulties, the dangers, and the 
fatigues inseparable from its ficcomplisliineut. Many years 
ago 1 had crossed the Flimmala in another direction, jour¬ 
neying almost to the Tliibet frontier, and returned, after per¬ 
forming on foot about six hundred miles, so exhausted with 
fatigue, that I promised myself never to do the like again* 

1 was easily teinjited, however, to be inconsistent on this 
occasion; being a lover of every kind of mountain sceneryv 
a lover of sport, of ^Ifich there appeared every reasonable 

prospect—in short, on principle, an advocate for* travelling, 

* _ ^ 

wljicli comprehends all the others. Travelling, 1 think, en¬ 
livens the mind with habitual cheerfulness, and increases the 
variety of our conceptions. The contemplation of the stu¬ 
pendous works of nature leads us to imbibe a taste for pur¬ 
suits, which other^wise might not have suggested themselves 
to us; it inspires us with resolution to overooine difficulties, 
and combat with adversity ; it gives renewed vigour to the 
body, and softens the heart and mind ; and awakens asso¬ 
ciations, which, by directing our thoughts more impressively 
towards the first great cause, give us fortitude to bear dis¬ 
appointments and afflictions, and furnish ne^ impulses to 
the anxious and inquiring mind. These 1 look upon os the 
advantages of travelling ; and leave to such of your read¬ 
ers as may think it wortli while, to find out which of them 
I went in search of. Cui bono ? 

^ f%i'ly of three, inclusive of self, left Mussooree about 
the end of September last year, prepared for a Journl^jhHKW* 
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tliree months in the Snowy rang^e, from near Gungootree to 
the Nepaul frontier. Extensive preparations of every kind 
had to be made, as you may imagine, when 1 tell you that 
our camp muM^tered about a hundred men, for vi hoin, dur¬ 
ing our journey, wo had to provide food and supplies of 
every kind. I aksure you this ^as a matter of no small 
anxiety altogether ; for you must remember, that 1 had to be 
prepared against sickness, and accidents of every descrip¬ 
tion, which, in travelling in'the Himtnala, are common 
enough, besides the mere precautions necessary against 
starvation. With such a number of men for carrying our 
baggage too, (about 75), you will be rather surprised, I 
dare say, to be told that I was so hard pressed for convey¬ 
ance, as to be compelled to leave behind a great number of 
articles, w'hich, under ordinary circumstances, you would 
consider indispensable, A man who is anxious to learn a 
little of geology must be hard pushed indeed, when lie has 
to avoid the encumbrance even of a work of three volumes on 
that science. This w as the case with me, and there was no 
help, for no inducement that tve could hold out would tempt 
more hill-porters to take employment with us. The beards 
grease mailia had overrun the hills around Mussooree like a 
pestilence, ami s^'ruck terror to the hearts of all. I believe ac¬ 
counts of this absurdity have already been published repeat¬ 
edly, so 1 need not say any thing about it. Mussooree, too, 
you have seen, and intend giving an account of I have been 
told, and it could not be in better hands. After bidding 
adieu to many a friend at this place, but more particularly 
at the Himtnala Club House, we made a start of it up the 
Laiidour Hill, on the top of which we came steadily to anchor 
with our friend Sandy D., wdio gav?> us the stirrup cup and 
his best w i$hes for a prosperous journey. After this cere¬ 
mony which, by the bye, is not one of Hindoo pilgriiMr^e, we 
a last look of this mixed scene of gaiety, pleasure, beau- 
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t3^» ugliness and scandal, where ] had spent about a cou|)le of 
months with an esteemed friend, in one of the most delightful 
residences of the sanatariiim ; and bade adieu for a long 
period to all civilized society. The extraordinary 6gure 
we cut on our departure, altogether, is not easy to describe. 
The strange mixture of people that accompanied us ; men 
from the Snowy range; from all parts of the hills and plains, 
down even to Madras ; from the Punjab and Cashmere; the 
variety of light camp equipment and supplies ; implements 
of warfare for the destruction of the feathered, the fuur-fooU 
ed and the furred tribes, made^ii exhibition not to be often 
paralleled. We had not forgotten implements to cut out roads 
where necessary ; accordingly we could turn out a very fair 
display of spades ami pickaxes, hatchets, saws, and such 
like ; having, at the same tune, a rather watchful eye to some 
very peculiarly constructed bridges over mountain torrents, 
which we knew^we had to encounttji*, I had laid* in a good 
supply of ropes to assist us*in case of need. VVe might have 
passed muster as an exploring pauty going to the interior of 
a newly discovered country, or Avandering in search of a land 
ill which to settle. 

There arc two routes from Mussooree to Kedar^atb, viz., 
an easy one, by Teoreeand Sreenuggur, up^lhe valley of the 
Madaganee river (Kedar Guiiga); but it is a very circuitous 
one, andHhe valleys are supposed to be unhealthy in the ex¬ 
treme, until November. The one I took in preference, led us 
across all the high chains of mountains situated under the 
Snowy range, by which, even when crossing the rivers, we 
were able to keep at a much higher elevation above the sea,than 
by the other route; and the chances of escaping sickness there¬ 
by, were so much more*our favour. The first part of our 
first day’s journey’ was along the high road to Sreenug¬ 
gur, the Landour range; and after about five miles 
we came suddenly on a gorge by which we , 
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descend to our encamping^ g^round. Tliis gor^e affords to 
the traveller a very fair specimen of the difficulties for 
which he has to be prepared; it is very abrupt, iiar« 
row and precipitous, and it looks at first as if it defied your 
further progress, except by throwing yourself headlong 
down it. Here <oo another discouraging |H'ospect opened 
upon us; the rain commenced falling in torrents, which I 
could not help looking upon as very ominous of our future 
journey* Before a quarter of hour had elapsed, i think, 
we had all enjoyed our first tumble on the slippery ground, 
and I lamed inyiielf quite enough to keep iny recollections 
of it alive fora week to come, la the evening we reached 
a small villag'e called Belee, and encamped for the night. 
On the 24th September we started, with a steep ascent before 
us, and having surmounted it, we went along the ridge 
parallel to a river below us, called 'the Aglar, a tributary 
of the Jumira, for a few miles ; after which descended to 


I 


it, ahd cotUiiuied up its valley to the village of Bhal. 

Before descendnig to tlie^ Aglar river, there is a beautiful 
view of the mountains on the opposite side of the valley ; they 
are studded with villages, and covered over with cultivation, 
and the bofttoin of the valley looks from a distance like a 
garden. Many of the small villages were perched high up- 
on the mountains ; and giving the imagination a little scope, 
bore the appearance of bee-hives more than any thing else. 
Rice is extensively cultivated in the valley of the Aglar, and 
is a very productive crop. The river affords irrigation to 
any extent with the greatest facility for this, as well as for 
the wheat crops, which in winter are cultivated largely. The 
produce is all conveyed to the Landour markets ; and I am 
assured that the extensive sale therefor every kind of field 
crops, has been the cause of a general increase to cultivation. 


and consequent addition to the comforts of the pcq|iile for 
many days juvrney around. 
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Stumblo on Nirfnee Tal, a beautiful lake.—Beauty of the scenery.—Abun¬ 
dance of game.—Surprise at its former obscurity.—Unwilling guides to it 

Havinjr nccidentally seen a notice in the ‘Calcutta Enrf^ 
lishman, of 3lst December, of the discovery of a lake in the 
vicinity of Almora ; and thinking it probable' from some of the 
particulars mentioned, that the Editor may have been sup¬ 
plied ^vith the information by some one to whom either of 
our party of three, who visitM the interesting spot in No¬ 
vember, may have mentioned it in the course of conversa¬ 
tion, I lake this opportunity of sending you a few lines on the 
subject, by way of correcting one or two mistakes which 
have crept into th(? account given in that paper. You know 
I intended sending you a full account of il, but unfortunately 
I am compelled to disappoint you, having lost my originaL 
notes on this part of*n*y travels; so you must be satisfied 
with the following verv brief sketch/ 

The lake is situated on the range of mountains overhang¬ 
ing the plains, called the Gagtir, abd is distant about 35 miles 
from Almora. Its hcigiit above the level of the sea is 6,200 
feet; this 1 ascertained by repeated trials of the thermometer 
in boiling water, which shewed temperature of 205?^ Fahren¬ 
heit. It is slightly curved in shape, about to IJ miles in 
length, and its greatest breadth, I should say, about three 
quarters *of a mile. The measurement, or rather calculation 
of distances, by the bye, it must be remembered, is highly de¬ 
ceptive in mountain scenery. The water is as clear as crys¬ 
tal; a beautiful little stream, supplied from the^springs of the 
overtopping mountains, is continually running into it, and a 
smaller one flowing out of it, at the opposite extremity. The 
depth must be trdtnendcsus, as the hanks below the water*s le¬ 
vel shelve down almost perpendicular as far as the eye can 
reaebt^in fact, they are a continuation of the precipitous moun¬ 
tain sides around the lake. The outlet is through^a 
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of solid rock) T^hich is so hard and durable as to have resisted^, 
for the ages that have passed since the formation of the lake, 
the action of the running water wliich f?\h over the ledge; and 
but for such a burner, this fine sheet of water must long ago 
have disappeared, and its site become a deep ravine, better un¬ 
derstood in the hhls by the name of a kud. An undulating 
lawn, with a great deal of level ground, interspersed wiih occa¬ 
sional clumps of oak, cypress (not willows), and other beautiful 

« 

trees, continues from the marg<.n of the lake, for upwards of a 
mile, up to tlie base of a magnificent mountain standing at the 
further extreme of this vast amphilheatre : and who sides of the 
lake are al^o boundedbv splendid hills ano peaks, which are 
thickly wooded down to the water’s edge, lii one direction, 
you see a mountain side adorned with clumps of most stately 
cypress trees; the height of many of them must be at least a 
hundred and fifty feet, and all as straij^t us an arrow. The 
branches and foliage droop slightly" towards th* ground, and are 
arranged as to make the tree appear a perfect cone. One 
of a small size which had fkllen down, I found to measure a 
hundred and two feet. On the undulating ground between the 
highest peak and the margin of the lake, there arc capabilities 
for a race course, cricket ground, &c. &c.,,aii(l building sites 
ill every direction, sufficient for a large town. Beautiful 
roadN for riding and driving, might be easily constructed for 

f 

the entire circumferenceof the lake; and thousands of plea- 
sure boats might be kept constantly skiniuiing on its surface. 
It is only one good long day’s journey from the plains, which 
you look down upon from the southern peaks, exactly as you 
look upon ihe theDhoon from Mnssooree. 

My friend W., of the Engineers, accompanied me to the top 
of one of the peaks to ascertain this point. * The road, or ra¬ 
ther path downwards, appears easy, although from every 
other quarter the approach seems very difficult. Ther^ad by 

•fHridu we came up the bed of the Khynia river, was about as 
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h&d as any I '^ver saw in the hills j and dienther one by 'Witicti 
I ratimi .d Almora, via Rarngurh bungalow, still woim 
The tui aee, below this lake, compared with the Almora one, Is 
; and if you take the road by Kota and Ghilkeea, into the 
?\b j ulabad district, it may be passed at all seasonsof the year, 
Name as »be Pinjore Dhocm, or the DeyYah Dhoon. Some 
she peaks toweiing over the lake must be upwards of nine 

a * 

. !«outsau(l feet in heig*S>f, above the «ea, and are so mag'nifieent 
‘ i>)>earauce. tlv.it you are ivady to imagine yoursefif in the 
range, 'riiis seemed to be the opinion of the natives as 
M l it as ou»'^e^ OS . as m e had sent a chapprassy for the pur- 
. ^ f searebiig^ out the haunts of the chamois^ and he re¬ 
turned (hat wore abundant, but that it would 

V. ,(o.d days to tiaU out the ground in such extensive 
lu iiiutufu , tiic iiko of which he declared he before had never 
seen beyond the bounds of the snowy range. The forests 
arc inter^^eotod i|i all directions with highways ma^e by count- 
less herds cfdecj, Thejurao(the largest of the red deer 
tribe), dir chaiuo: * and all other*auimals of their kind, are 
swarniine”. The prinlfi of some of the jurao shew them to be 
perfect nionstCM'S in isize ; and the pheasants appear so com¬ 
mon, that, 1 assure you, we had absolutely to drive them gS 
our encainping* ground. ^ 

Tlie name of this lake is Nainee Tal * and after what I have 
said, on^ naturaUy asks, why this range of mountains was net 
originally selected Ibr the erection of a Sauatarium, instead 
of the bleak hills and rugged precipices of Laudour and Mus- 

Booree ^ Ahuudance of wood, of the finest water, of level 

« 

ground, aud other requisites for building to any extent; ca¬ 
pabilities for miles of beautiful roads ibr Tiding and driving, 
so much wanted in every other part of the Himmala ; with a 
m^^ificeut sheet of water both for ornament and fur use, 
wher^the maiUy exercise of rowing and sailing might have 
been indulged in with such advantage to invalids t ali''thvs« 
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•are certainly extraordinary recommendations ; and yet their 
existence even appears to have been almost unknown up to 
the time of my visit to the lake; no European tAen residing 
in Kumaon had*seen it, and I have been unable to discover 
more than three visiters to it^ since the province came into 
our possession. Possibly there may have been one or two 
more ; although the probabilities are much against it, con¬ 
sidering the obscurity to which such a wonderful place ap¬ 
pears to have been consigned, rl he natives certainly shewed 
the greatest reluctance to guide us to the lake, by pleading 
entire ignorance of its locality ; at the same time that we had 
convincing proof of its being as well known to all Ute liill men 
within several days’ jourtrt'y, as the fact oftbe sun shining at 
noon day. On reaching ibe lake, we found that on the level 
ground af^tir was held every year, and evidently one of great 
resort. In the centre of the market site is erected a very 
large swing^ of most substantial ^onstructiop, with massive 
iron chains suspended from it. 1 could get no information 
regarding the purpose for 'which this fair is held, every one 
of the hill iue\^ looked mysterious on any thing connected with 
Naiuee Tal. On my return to Almora, I endeavoured to 
• have some light thrown on the subject, but without much suc¬ 
cess. My frienth Mr. B., of the Civil Service, to whom I am 
indebted for much that is interesting, and who is more iiiti- 
^.inately acquainted with the hill people and the hill resources 
than any one it had previously been my fortune to meet, sug¬ 
gested that lakes in general bore a sacred character among the 
natives, and that he believed Nainee Tal to rank so high, that 
they were anxious to avoid its pollution by strangers. It struck 
me and my friend W. that very probably it might be the 
scene of some rites, or ceremonies, or brgies, which the natives 


wished to conceal from the knowledge of the local Officers 
of Government. Another solution of the mystery is,*^how- 
eT^,^easible, and^ added to the suggestion of Mr. B.,is likely. 
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r think, to be the true one. Mr. Trail, the late Ccnninie* 
sioner of Kitmaon, who is said to have paid a visit to this 
lake many years ajro, it is well known, possessed the most ex¬ 
traordinary influence among the natives of the hills, and en¬ 
tertained peculiarly illiberal ideas regarding the influx of 
European voters into the Province. This feeling of jeal¬ 
ousy, it is notorious, he carried to an incredibly absurd 
extent; and I would venture to say, and I am sure many 
will bear me out in the asseVtion, that he did his best to con¬ 
ceal the existence of such a place as Nainee Tal, from all 
Europeans; knowing well that once seen, it could not fail 
of being selected as a site for the erection of a Sanatarium. 
Any one conversant with his system of administration in 
Kumaon will understand meat once, and feel convinced how 
easy it was for him to successfully conceal it from the know'- 

ledge of Europeans ;*^nd it must be remembered that his 

• * * ^ 

orders to the imtives withjhis view, were peculiarly ag*ree« 
al>le to their own wishes. I have heard anecdotes of Mr» 
T/s jealousy of European travellers, which exceed even that 
pf the Chinese ! The late Mr. Shore acted, when in the 
Dhoon, on the same principle, and was accustomed to call the 
influx of European visiters to Mussooree and Landour, 
a public calamity’^ “ a Pindaree invasior^,” &c. A change 
has coii|e over the spirit,of the dream in Kumaon, for, at 
this moment, more liberality is practised in its administra¬ 
tion, than in any other part of the country where I have 
travelled. 

I mentioned before, our having a most unwilling guide 
on our trip to Nainee Tal; and we bad to use something 
like gentle violence to prevent him misleading us.* We 
were too old travellers bn the Himmala to be very prrossly 

• The trick of the hill men pretending .ignorance of a road is a very 
commorf one, particularly where a few coolies are likely to be required, 

^ V A 

at a time when they would rather not leave their homes. 
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deceived in the appearance of mountains where a lake was 
likely to be situated, and the streams were in lome manner 
a guide to it. He took us up a considerable ascent clearly 
in the wrong direction ; so suspecting him of misleading us 
■wilfully, we adopted the excellent plan of giving him a heavy 
stone to carry, till'he could discover the right one. The hill 
men are generally great simpletons, and are very easily 
made to betray themselves. If you ever go to Nainee Tal 
with a guide who professes ne/er to have seen the place, 
the following is the recipe for making him find it out. Put 
the big stone on'liishead', and tell him he has to carry it to 
Nainee Tal, whore there are no stones, and to be careful not 
to let it fall and break, because you require it there ; and, 
with the view of getting relieved of his load, he will soon 
admit that there is no scarcity of stones at the spot, a fact 
which lie could not have known withou"! having been an eye 
witi^esS of if. We relieved the geiitleinan of^iis burden after 
a mile’s walk, and heard no more of his ignorance of the 
road. The hill men are also* very egregious block-heads. I 
was much amused with an anecdote of the first clumsy 
attempt of one of them at embezzlement. He was sent by 
his master with a few rupees to pay to a ibunneea. These 
rupees were of thp new King William coinage ; and he return¬ 
ed not long after, with a similar number of copper jSounter- 
feits in his hainl, of the old Furuckabadee coinage, declared 
bad ! He had exchanged them at some forger’s store, forget¬ 
ting altogether the difference in shape, and his consequent 
inevitable conviction. 

It would take a month to explore the magnificent scene¬ 
ry around the Naiaee Tal. It is by far the most beautiful 
sight I have witnessed in the courteof a fifteen hundred 
miles walk in the Hiinmala; my recollections of it are so 
vivid, and likely to remain so impressed on the memory, that 
l«dodbt not ou some future occasion I shall be induced to 
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pay it a less harriecl visit than my last.—Go thou and do 
likewise* ^ 

CONTENTS'OF CHAPTER V. 


Come in sight of the Bageerat, a branch of the Gauges^.—Bageerut a saint 
and a teetotaller.—Rope bridge over this river.—Fine toon trees.—Pick up 
a volunteer for service.—Attacked by the Deyra Dhoon fever.—Serious predi¬ 
cament.—Try the Dundee.—New kind of team to drive.—Its success.—Storm 
of thunder and rain.—Uncomfortable situation. 

2hth Sept .—We had to ascend tbe high ridge of hills in 
which the Aglar river has it^ source, and afterwards make 
about an equal descent on the opposite side, to the village of 

i 

Bekoola ; nothing of sufficient interest to commit to paper 

f 

having occurred! This ridge separates the Aglar and the 
other small tributaries of the Jumna from the Bageeruti 
Gunga (Ganges.) 

26//fc /yepf,*—We now came in sight* of the sacred Ganges,* 
or rather the branch it which is patronized by his snowy 
Majesty, the riv^r God Gufigii, who resides near trungoojree 
in a delightfully cool mountain climate, highly creditable to 
his taste and judgment. It is called Bageerut by the natives 
of the hills, and not Bhaghirathi, as you sometimes see it re¬ 
corded in the works of the wise men, writing books fur the pur¬ 
pose of getting fellowships of Royal Societies, &c. I suppose 
they must know best, but I have always foun^ the pronuncia¬ 
tion accufdiug to the simpler and easier spelling, to be more 
intelligible to the natives. Indeed you seldom find them under¬ 
stand any names of rivers or places, if pronounced as you see 
them in maps. Bageerut was a thirsty man of sanctity who 
introduced teetotalising, as a punishment I suppose among tbe 
great Hindoo saints, many thousand years ago. In a fit of 
this new virtue, he drunk the sources of the river dry at one 
pull, but having again reknted, it was subsequently honoured 
with his cognomen. You see there is nothing: new under the 
sun :—{eetotatism is clearly as old as the hills, and Bageerut 
must have been a strong supporter of it, to,be ineTuced to driiife 
. »uch a quantity of dirty water, when he might by a/ew day^s 
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CKertion in locomotion, have crossed tlie snowy ranfje and filled 
himself with the veritable rosy wine made from the grapes of 
Kunawur, the vineyard of trans-Himmala Tartary, Our view 
from the brink of the mountains overhangin"- tliis river, was 
very extensive, but not very picturesque. The hills arc bleak 
and deficient in fhrest scenery. We had a few hours of steep 
and toilsome descent, to the banks of the holy river ; the chan¬ 
nel of which is at a very low elevation above the sea, compared 
with tfiose of the minor streamsjtf I do not suppose the heif^ht 
of it could be above two thousand five hundred feet. The 
f^tream is large and fearfully rapid, and we had to cross it by a 
peculiarly constructed suspension bridge made of grass ropes, 
about three hundred feet span. I must try to convey to you 
some notion of the appearance and principles of'a )>ridgo of this 
•construction—first three of these grass ropes are stretched 
from tree to tree on the opposite bankT, and made as tight as 
possible. ^ They require to he nearly four, hundred feet in 
length. Next, three more similar ropes are stretched paralell 
to them, at the distance of about four feet apart; then 
vertical ropes, in length varying from three, to six and cigl»t 
feet, are suspended from these bearing ropes. The vertical 
ropes are then brought together and rouncj spars, like a boat 
bamboo, are se^mred to them the whole w’ay along. On these 
single spars you have to walk across, holding on by tl^e hands, 
on the suspension and vertical ropes as may be most conve¬ 
nient. When you come to the centre of this apparatus, the 
swing becomes terrific ; and every glance you take at the 
raging torrent below you, instead of conveying to you any 
■ feeling of security, only serves to create an impression on 
your mind, that the miserable affair on which you are creep¬ 
ing along at a snail’s pace, with a «eountenance not exactly 
an index of courage at the particular moment, is running 
away from you up the stream, at the rate of at least fifty 
wiles au hour. It is a very nervous invention I assure yon, 
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and you need to endow yourself with a stubborn feeling* of 
indifflui^nce danger, to admit of your crossing it with any 
thing like comfort. It took us a good many hours to get 
all our baggage and ramp followers crossed over. We 
halted here the following day. 

27//i Sept *—Halted to allow a little time for some men left 
behind at Mussooree, to-join us, with a few more articles 
necessary for our journey. The valley of the Bageerut is 
beautifully cultivated with tltemost luxuriant crops of rice I 
ever remember seeing. We were encamped under a grove 
of splendid Toon trees, any one of which would be a great 
prize to us in the plains. A number of villages are in sight ; 
the neare'^t being Kliand and Cham, the Zemindars of which 
possess the proprietary right of the rope suspension bridge 
(called jhoola) we had crossed. The villagers carried ouft 
baggage across, relie’Hiig' our regular hill porters from their 
burdens, as they.are not supposed fo'be sufficiently practised 
in spar walking to be trusted. I suppose the real secret was 
the temptation of a f^jw rupees, which we had to pay for this 
and the hire of the bridge. Some Sahib logue bad crossed a 
couple of years ago and paid a certain sum, and we had to 
follow their example of course. Any thing once done in the 
hill villages by a sahib becomes for ever a fijeed and immut. 
able custom ; and so tenacious are the natives of these 
customs that even should they, on any occasion, succeed in 
imposing grossly on a traveller in the matter of supplies, &c., 
sold to his camp, the next visiter to the same spot has either 
to submit to the same, or be inundated with the inhabitants, 
all frantic with grievances of tyranny and pillage. Altoge. 
ther the natives of the hills far excel those of the plains in the 
fabrication of complaint^ which have little or no foundation. 
They are, 1 think, the most fickle and changeable race 
under the sun. 1 was highly amused at the coolness with 
which one of the villagers, a goodly, stout fellow, catfie to 
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me io request that 1 wouM appoint liiia luy head orderiy, 
during' the trip to Kedar Nath* Being already p|||||^ided 
witli three of the genus^ 1 suggested to him that he should 
take service as a porter, as w© were still short of hands for 
our baggage, and ha<l consequently to depend on picking 
up, every day, u few additional, frojii the villages we passed 
through. You never saw a man look so disgusted as he 
did at the suggestion ; his indignation seemed to have no 
bound< ; a tiajpoot of high cuyte to become a coolie, and 
when he had oon^ to me with the certainty of being appoint- 
eJ orderly ! Ne‘xt morning I passed him on the road trudg¬ 
ing along with a load, an i one of the heaviest in camp too, 
which hud been made over to him by the understood rules of 
the service 1 suppose, lie being the last comer and having as 
yet no friends. This same man accompanied me to the end 
of my journey, in the rank of a heavyioad coolie ; and peti¬ 
tioned for •^>ermission to follow me to the plains. Their 
changeable character is incompi^heusible, under almost any 
circumstances. The Bage^rut river, after all, is but a small 
branch of tlie Ganges, although it is the chief object of 
sanctity among the ignorant. The Aluknanda Guiiga, form¬ 
ed by the junction at different points in the lower hills of 
the three tine rivers, called the Mandaganee (Kedar Gunga) 
the Vishnoo Giinga and the Piudur, (or Nundee Devi 
Gunga) is the grand river; and I am told that, where it 
majestically sweeps along the beautiful valley near Sreeiiu- 
gur, it forms a noble sight compared with tlie filthy noisy 
torrent of the Bageerut* One branch, however, of the 
Bageerut has a very long course, rising in Chinese Tartary, 
and cutting through the snowy range, where it is known by 
the name of the Neelung. In the snowy range it is joined by 
the comparatively insignificant stream called the Gunga jee, 
or Bageerut, on which the temple of Gungootree is i^tuated 
for conveatience of Hindoo devotion. 
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^ It can claim, however, the honor of receiving a greaf part 
ef i|^||raters*fron] the Northern face of thesaored mountam 
of l^fa>rnath, and this is something to he proud of. Tiie 
water of the Neelung is very turbid, being colored by a kind 
of slate clay of which many of the mountains on the North 
side of the snowy range are composed. The Sutledge has 
nearly the same tinge ;.and, in general, you can tell from the 
color of the water of any of^the llimmala rivers, whether they 
have their source in or beyonid the snowy range, the'former 
being clear and the latter turbid. 

28/A Sept ,—Took our departure from the- banks of the 

t 

Bageerut llunga, and the entire day’s journey was a very steep 
ascent on the ridge of mountains overhanging the river on the 
east side. Wehad^ on the 26th^ descended the limit of llie 
ridge which separates the Jurnua and its tributaries from thf 
Bageerut, and now ym had to ascend a similar ridge separ- 
rating it from the Julkhor^ the next river in our «route» Wa 

encamped at a small temple, above the village of Jugat/ 

# 

29ih Sept.—A continuation of steep ascent of theraountain^ 
ous ridge of yesterday. We had to attain a height of mure than 
nine thousand feet above the sea to clear its summit. Our 
prospects to-day were of the most discouraging kind. Along 
with a servant of our camp 1 was seized with fever, doubt¬ 
less caught in the Deyra Dfaoon, where we had been a day or 
two before leavingMussooree. I had been tempted there by my 
favorite sport of fishing, and the servant had accompanied 
me. Being the only two in a camp of a hundred, who had 
gone to the Dhoon, and the only two attacked, we could not 
well console ourselves with the idea of its. being a mistake, 
and 1 would at this moment have given a great deal to be 
able to undo the consequjences of my own imprudence. The 
other misfortunes in our camp, arose from the eflPects of ttie 
bite of a small insect which infests the Tallies of rivers at low 
elevations. We had been attacked by them «n the banks 
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of tfieBageerut, and nearly all were safferlng tortures from 
their poisonf Their bite is scarcely perceptible fdjjjw 
hours, after which the parts begin to swell; and soineW our 
hands had been so victimized, that they had become a 
shapeless mass of flesh, without the possibility of distinguish¬ 
ing a joint of any of the fingers. The irritation continues 
for weeks afterwards, and in some cases the wounded part 
forms into dangerous ulcers. the top of the high ridge 
we parsed over, the climate yens delicious, and the forest 
scenery finer than any we had yet seen. Our path chiefly 
lay up the mourftain side, Avooded with oak and rhododen¬ 
dron which shaded us completely from the sun’s rays ; and 
on the sides of the still higher peaks around us, we could 
distinguish occasional clumps of the cedar firs, the tops of 
which reared themselves far above every other tree in the 
forests. From the crest of the Pasw)f this chain of hills, 
we had to descend about four thousand feet, first to the vil¬ 
lage of Reka, and then to Mokeem where we encamped. I 
had succeeded so far in dvpfying the fever, which luckily 
was not yet very severe, by dragging myself along, and 
drinking a few mouthfuls of water every two or three 
humlred yards. This, with the great exertion required 

I 

during the very steep ascent, produced a violent perspira- 

c 

tion, which proved most beneficial. 

30th Sept .—Halted on account of the sickness in our 
camp. Wo had now to determine w hether it was advisable 
for the two sick unfortunates to proceed on the journey, or 
to relurn to Mussooree, The result wa>s that very severe 
treatment of the fever, and abundant application of Quinine, 
which by the bye produced a remedial fever, almost as 
bad as the dise&se wdiich it neutralized, afiforded a reasona- 

t 

ble prospect of all of us being able to pursue the journey ; 
more particularly as we knew every day’s progress Would 
brings us into E better climate. Yesterday I had tried for 
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t)ie first time beings carried in a kind of hammock railed 
ec, hvft after three or four miles of it, I abandoned -it 
in despair- The appearance of the precipices, alon^ the 
brink of which I had to he carried, was so terrifying, that my 
nerves, eren W'lth all my experience in mountain journeys, 
were completely at Zero, and the hill men employed as the 
bearers, thought nothit^ of stumbling and falling, or of 
running your legs up against a rock or a free. My next 
attempt at relief, until I might recover strength for tiscend* 
ing the ateep precipices, was to put a good broad belt round 
the waist, and fasten five or six yards of rojieor tape to each 
end of it. These ropes were put over (he shoulderK of three 
or four hill men, who went on ahead, and on whom now 
devolved the delightful duty of supporting me in an upright 
position, leaving me little to do, but move on the legs. T\e 
relief afforded by thi^^was beyond ail conception, and 1 recom- 
mend any one, similarly situated-, having reco«rse to this 
simple contrivance. 1 used it occasionally in steep as<?eTits, 
u*p to the end of my journey in JJecember, and its odd ap¬ 
pearance occasioned in Kumaon no little inerriment at my 
expence, among Kuropeans as well as natives. One of my 
old friends, of rather a Goorklm appearance fuxi cognos- 
cent physiognomy, w ho once on a time did not shoot a w hite ‘ 
bear when he ought, used to cull it d riving tiuidem ; and it on¬ 
ly wanted the long wlii|:, to make the turn out an absurd 
rcseinblauce of this. My ccinpaiiions shot some (lucore(a 
red-leu'ged partridge) to-day, and an excellent dish they 

made for the table, 0 

lat Oct .—Proceeded on tiirough a rather uninteresting 
country to the village of Dinna ; llicn descended to a large 
fiireaiu called the Julkhor, which we had to cross and ro- 
cross several times by* fords. The river was barely safe 
for fording, as, in some jdaces, the hill men were oblig^l to 
support each other by joining hands, to pr^^venl then* legs 
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besing svp«pt from «ad«r them by the force of the torren^t. 
We reached eur encamping ground, near the of 

Bnrkoth, early in the afternoon, and were alarmed to see 
erery. iadication, in the state of the clouds, of the approach 
of a tremendous deluge of rain. We set about preparing for 
it to the best of our ability, with the rery slender resources 
at our disposal ; pitched our frail flimsy tents, and collected 
and put our baggage under the best shelter we could pro¬ 
vide, "tn half an hour the wbol/t horizon was covered over 




with clouds, which had rolled themselves into enormous 
masses, some of diem as white as snow, and were now lower¬ 
ing themselves down on the overhanging peaks around us. 
If you have ever witnessed the bursting of a storm in the 
11 imrnala,. after a sultry oppressive day of heat, you need not 
be told that it is one of the sublitnest scenes of grandeur the 
world can produce. The ever varyiiwr changes produced 
in the shap» and appearance of„the clouds are magical; 
their borders occasionally exhibiting the resemblance (o hills 
and rocks and peaks, at one instant luminous, and, at an¬ 
other, mingling into shades of darkness of every possible 
combination. They occasionally afford a beautiful repre¬ 
sentation of the varied scenery which is daily familiar to 
you in your wanderings in the HimmaU ; often and often you 
could fancy them the identical endless ridges of mountains, 
and the multitudes of gorges and valleys over which you 
have to endure days and weeks of weary toil. The storm 
soon burst upon us in all its grandeur with a few tremendous 
crashes of thunder* and streams (not flashes) of lightning 
occasionally descending (HI the mountain sides. One electri¬ 
cal stream burst almost over our heads, divided it¬ 
self into two, and, taking its direction across the river, 
shot into the forest on the hill side just opposite our 
tent door, carrying destruction, as far as from afrpear- 
auce^l could* judge, to aouiie of the devoted forest trees. 
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The Mig'ht of tiumbeilcss stately trees laid low by this subtle 
fluid,ll^iiich a'traveller sees in the course of every ^ay*s 
journey, is so well known, that I need not again refer to It. 
1 cannot say that we looked as if enjoying the magnifi¬ 
cent sight exposed to our view; our light tent afforded 
little or no protection against the torrents of rain which 
the clouds had let loose upon us ; and, for the greater part of 
the time the storm continued, we were cow'ering under cover, 
sitting on our beds, in the smallest possible compass, under 
the shelter of umbrellas. This was a ludicrous contrast to 
the war of the elements going on outside. We passed a 
most uncomfortable evening and night under the wet canvas, 
and our prospects of an auspicious journey were very much 
at a discount. The latter half of September, and the whole 
of October and November, in nine seasons out often, are re-* 
markable for cloudiest days and nights in the Himinala ; but 
here was an exception with*a,vengeance, for this Second tjme 
in few days, that we had been deluged with rain. On the 
29th and 30th, too, we had observied the unusual occurrmce 
at this season, of heavy snow storms in the direction of the 
snowy range, which increased our anxiety and fears for the 
re.suh ; as 1 knew^that for every hour’s rain we Lad in the 
lower hills, there w ould be at least three hours of snow on 
the higher ranges, ahead of us. 


CONTENTS OF CHAPIER VI. 


Terrific wooden bridg**.—Kuttoor viiUge.—Native’s leave taking,—Another 
variety of the nervous wooden bridges.—Cross the Billung river.—Long as¬ 
cent in view.—Come upon the inoonal pheasant.—It’s magnificent appearance. 
Difficulty of shooting.—Calcnlation of heights by the thermometer.—Height 
of encamping ground. 

2nd Oct.—Made a very lung day’s jouruey, first descend¬ 
ing to cross UmJulkhor river, then ascending into the village 
of Baghee; after which vre had to cliinh several thousand fee| 
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to the top of the ridofe called Tar, then descend through the 
finall village of Med, and scramble dovm souit thoos^d feet 
to the banks of the western branch of a large river called the 
IViia) Gunga. ‘Hore we fonn<] ourselves at about the same 
elevation above the sea, as at our morning'’s encarapinj^ 
grotiad. Our entire day’s labour consisted in rcaling- the 
wall, as you may call it, ivhich divides these two rivers. [ 
may as well endeavour, here, to convey to you in a few words 
a general sort of notion of the route we were pursuing, and 
its difficulties. Mussooree, the point from which we start¬ 
ed, is situated on part of the great ridge of mountains which 
separate the valley of the Jumna from that of the Bageeruti 
Gunga, and to reach Kedar Nath and Budree Nath, and 
eventually the Nepal frontier, we had to cross separately, iu 
^succession, not only eyery river, large or small, which, issu¬ 
ing from the snowy range, unite in rflifferent parts of the 
lower liills«arid form the great Ganges, but we bad to climb 
up and scramble down every tremendous chain of mountains, 
that, shooting out, like spurs as it were, from the base ot 
■the snowy range, constitute the barriers which divide the vul 
lies of all these rivers, one from another. This made our route 
one of nearly double difficulty and labour, compared with 

4 

those selected along some particular ridge, or up the bed of a 

f 

river tooueof the Passes, which is usually the practice in 
dertakiiig short trips in the Himmala. At the Phal Gunga ri« 
ver I found a kind of bridge quite new to me, consisting of a 
couple of planks, forty-five feet in span, and each fifteen or 
sixteen inches wide. These were laid across the torrent, at 
a lieight of some twejaty or thirty feet above it, without a rail¬ 
ing or support of any kind on either side. Tfie stream wasof 
such a size, and foamed along its stony bed with such pre* 
cipitotts fury, that no human being could liave lived iu it for 
teik seconds ; so cross it by the bridge, must. A short 
exai?]ihtation of its construction, instead of giving confidence, 
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only increaised our difi^like ao there was nothing left fo 4 r«u» 
but to screw up our nerves for an aiteiiipt at “ walking* the 
plunk/’ We founds by the bye, several of the men in our 
service from other parts of the hills, sitting ^ry'dejectedly, 
on the bank, with their burdens, eadeavouring' to collect;, 
courage for a trip across. The sight is enough, 1 can aspire 
yon, to unnerve any man^,; the hiil men are, generally speak, 
ing, inditToreiit about these dangerous contrivances, but. on 
this occasion 1 saw several vovy tiark faces which had. be¬ 
come uncorninouly while. After you get about a third of 
the way across, you feel every incliimtioii to make a despe¬ 
rate run over the remaining part of the distance, but the 
vtllaiuuus elasticity of the plankn give you warning* of the 
impossibility of effbeliug your purpose by such sum. 
inary means. Tin y <^aaiu>t be called planks exactly, as Ihey^ 
are fir spars flattencdfi£3a one side down to the centre ; but 
they spring so much, even if you walk a little to* fast, that 
you stand every chance of being thrown overboard, when no¬ 
thing short of a miracle could possibly save you. We all 
managed, by some means or other, to reach the opposite side 
ill safety, and encamped a( Kuttoor, close to a picturesque 
little temple under the shade of a fine large tree. This is a 
substantial village containing a good many inhabitants, and 
is beautifully situated at the confluence ot the two large 
streams which join a little below, and tlien go by the name 
of tbe Rlial Gunga. One of the streams we had'already 
crossed, and in the evening I went to take a survey of the 
other, which had a similar two plank bridge also over it, 
with the unwelcome addition of being apparently rather 
more ii^^pan, and rather higher above the river, the torrent 
of w^hich, also, was evidently greater than the first branch. 
To make the matter more provoking we saw soventl of the 
villager boys and girls, as well as old women, often with hea¬ 
vy loads on their backs, crossing and re^crossing on this detes- 
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table contriranee, with as much nonchalance as if walking' oii> 
terra firma. The greater number of our hill porters were na-^ 
tives of this and the siirroun ding villages; and we had nodiiH- 
cuUjr in coihplating our complement; although it was now im¬ 
possible to get up the articles we bad been obliged to leave 
at Idussooree, for want of conveyance, which was much to 
be regretted. We soon made acquaintance with the inhabi¬ 
tants under these circumstances, and I think they seem 
ratbei^superior both in piiysicalr strength, as well as moral 
feeling to most of the hill tribes near the snowy range. There 
wasa total absence of the childish squabbles and clamour about 
trifles, with which a traveller is so much persecuted in the hill 
'Villages. From one point at the south end of the village, we 
had a beautiful glimpse of the peak of the snowy range, up 
'-the glen of the river; they were nearly covered with snow, 
which the natives told ushnd been falling heavily for some days 
back, and othat they aritlcipated'a most severe winter from 
such an early commencement. My sick servant was carri¬ 
ed in the hammock duringtwo day’s journey ; and I believe 
slept perfectly sound during its passage across the two plank 
bridge. How 1 envied the natives of the plains, their apathy 
on such occasions! 

Srd Oct, —This morning I collected all the ropes in 
camp and joining them together, produced a good stout 
cable, which I bad stretched across the bridge, parallel 
to the planks or spars, at a convenient height, for a 
railing, and secured at each end by two or three 
men. This made the passage of the bridge comparatively 
easy, as the mere touching the rope with the hand, 
gave a most comfortable feeling of security.' I would 
recommend any traveller who may |iereafter select this route, 
to he well provided with ropes for the purpose • for, although I 
bad crossed many very bad bridges during my former tra¬ 
vels in the Humala^ besides being palled across large rivers 
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on a singfle rope, seated or rather iiung’ ap in a,kind of aliding,, 
noose, trbich^ad drag ropes attached from eac^ side,of . 
stream, still 1 lAust conf^s Lhad met n'ith nothing so tef. 
rifyipg, ,as these planks suspended in mid afr. ^o«day*s^ 
journey consisted priiicipally of an ascent up the great moun~„ 
tarn ridge, which divides the Bhal Gtinga from the next' 
large river in our route, called the Billung. We had, to go 
through the usual process of clambering up the mountain 
sides for a couple of days, atnl then descending to coriwpond, 
on the oppositeside, to find ourselves in the valley of another 

river at about the same elevation above the sea, as at the 

' • ^ 0 

point from whence we started at Ae last one. This applies 
to the main ascents,and descents only the tantalizing sup* 
plementary ones, belonging to,every little stream which you ^ 
meet every feW hundred ya,rds, I shall not attempt to enu^ 
^aerate. Skinner, a toivelier in the Hiimuala, describes it well, 

1 think as follows:—Description cannot convey a notion 
of tlie style of a day’s journey in the Himmala. Iri^gii^ 
lar peaks piled together in everjf possible relation to each 
uther^ oblige you to be constantly climbing up or sliding 
down—In every depth you find a foaming torrent^ and, on 
** every height an almost inaccessible rock to scale.” A very 
interesting scene occurred in the morning, on the villagers • 
taking leave of their relations who were act^mpanying us as 
pprters; there was something patriarchal in the simple emo-^ 
tion and affection displayed on this occasion, and the whole 
being dona in silence and without a murmur added to the 
touching effect. One old man, who had a young sod in my 
service, carrying one of my guns, ran up to me just as w 
cleared the village, and pointing to him said, my child,” 
embraced him, and parted with a tear in his eye« 

They bad all petition^ me to halt for a day in the village, 
but on my pointing out the early setting in of the winter, the 
mountains snowed over at least a month before the usual time 

T • 
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and ilie risk we all incurred by the delay of a single day, 
they consented to forego the indulgence With the most 
perfect good humour. I suppose we must have had about 
fifty men in dur employ, from this village. 

Ath and bth Oct .—A continuation of the ascent of the high 
ridge of yesterday, ending with the usual long and harrasg. 
ing descent. On the 4th, we encamped near the village of Un¬ 
wan, where we were again drenched with rain, and saw the 
snow failing for hours on the heights around us. On the 5th, 
we had three more of the plank bridges to cross. The construe* 
lion of one of them over a minor stream was, for the sake of 
variety 1 suppose, wonderfully improved upon. The two 
spars were each about seven inches diameter, and left quite 
found, besides being loosely fixed at each end. Fortunately 
the span was not very great, or the rope, even, might have fail* 
ed herein giving us confidence. The other two bridges we4lk 
over the Billing river, here divided into two branches ; and, 
with the exception of the Bageeruti Gunga, this was the larg. 
est stream we had yet seeij. It was greatly swollen by the 
melting of the recent snow on the base of the snowy range, ft 
joins the Bageeruti Gunga, about seven day’s journey below 
us. To-day we encamped near the village of Gundwana. 

^tk Oct —^Our course now lay direct for the snowy range. 
We had to suniiotint the largest mountain range of our tract 
called Pooaree ka Banda, which divides the valley of the 
Billung river from the waters of the sacred Kedar Nath; and 
unless we could manage to make unusually lung journeys, we 
were three days from the next nearest village called Tirjogee. 
Our elevation above the sea, at our starting point to-day 
from the bank of the Billung river, I calculated to be about 
five thousand feet; and the crest of the Pass of the range call¬ 
ed, I think, Kiukunuee Gbattee, I -knew to be somewhere 
between thirteen and fourteen thousand feet, which gave us 
a ladder to clin^, upwards of a uule and a half iu .perpendi* 
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^lar heigiit. Notwithstanding; this arduous oiidei’4lij0g.,in 
view, we started in good spirits at the prospect of ineetiiig, 
for the first time during this trip, with abundance of sport, 
in shooting the beautiful golden pheasant of tBe Hiintnala 
called tjbe JVtooual, In my former travels to the snowy range, 
when I went to Kunawur, I bad enjoyed this sport more than 
almost any other, on.4ha mountains around Huttoo and 
Kutg'urh, and had an impatient longing fora sight again of 
these ornaments of the forest wilderness. After several hours of 


toilsome ascent, of four or five thousand feet, we reached the 
boundary line of the dominions of these gorgeous birds, and I 
soon recognised the traces of my old friends on the road side. 
The moon al being in the habit of digging up the roots of a 
variety of aromatic plants which flourish here, their haunts 
are at once identified. In a few minutes, the well known 
plaintive cry gave warning of their vicinity, and, before long, 
one of them took to wing and swept over our heads, down into 
the forest, with the velocity of an arrow from a bow. I do' not 
believe there are many sportsmen Avho could think of shooting 
the first moonal pheasant that comes in view. Should the sun, 
at the time, happen to be shining on the plumage of thi« 
magnificent bird, one is so struck with admiration of the 
sight, that he does nothing but stare in astonishment. Their 
flight is most sublime. After the first flutter in rising, they 
extend their wings and make one majestic sweep down¬ 
wards, without apparently exerting a muscle or moving a 
a single feather, until they reach their roosting place in the 
depths of the forest, perhaps a mile or two below you ; when 
a repetition of the plaintive cry is heard, just as they disap¬ 
pear from your view. Should one of them, which you may 
not have beard or seen take to flight, sweep over your head, 
you hear a rushing sound lilie a rocket in its passage through 
tlleai^, and the bird is gone, almost before you have bad a 
glimpse of him. T heir flight, too, is so gfaceful aud so 
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elegaJFtbftt it appears to be solely tlie result ^ Toiition 
while the colours of their plutnag-e are so brilliant and su 
variegated under the different shades of light, that any aU, 
tempt either at painting or describing them would be abor¬ 
tive. I cannot think of any thing so applicable to them, as 
the following lines from Milton’s Comus : 

“ I took it for a fairy vision, 

** Of some gay creatures in the element, 

“ That in the coloup of the rainbow live, 

“ And play i’the plighted clouds.—” 

'dftenand often, in seeing these proud birds swimming 
abdVe the forest, and displaying their rnatchlcss plumage, has 
this passage been suggested to me, that Solomon, in all his 
glory, was not arrayed like one of these.” After all our san- 
^nine expectations, we succeeded in destroying only two of 
these denizens of -the forest. They were in great abundance, 
too, and nob so wild as I expected,, but the truth is, I believe, 
we Irere too unsteady, and too highly excited from over anxiety 
to secure them. Besides, I c^n assure you that, to be at all suc¬ 
cessful, you require to be in first rate shooting practice. To 
bring them down during their flight appears, at first, almost an 
impossibility ; and one of my companions, on seeing the first 
bird, accordingly exclaimed, in the quietest mood of resigna¬ 
tion, “ well I sed I shall never be able to knock one over ; so 
no use in trying.” The prediction, however, proved groundless. 
We encamped in a beautiful undulating lawn, just about the 
highest limit of forest, near a shed built by the Rajah of 
Sreenuggur for sheltering travellers during snow storms. These 
buildings are all over the hills, called Durrumsals. Here 
I took our elevation above the sea by the thermometer ; a mode 
which I have always found to be correct enough for every ordi¬ 
nary purpose, and being so simple and easy, I think it may be 
worth describing for the benefit of those who may not have hap- 
pened.to hear ef it, or who may have forgotten it. Immerse 






yoxu: thermametei: in wiffcer, which be kept b(nUnfei? 9 ^ a 
brisk fire» leaveb it for some tinote,. to let the mercury find Ite 
level, and then observe the highest pomt it, has risen to. On 
the p^^esent occasion it rose to 193|t* which deducttsd from 212^ 
th^ boiling point at the level of the sea, leaves a difference of 
18i degrees ; multiply this by 620 feet, the difference for each 
degree, and the productis eleven thousand two hundred and 
ninety feet, which was our present elevation. I had previously 
tried my thermometer on heiglyts, determined trigonomeirically 
as well as by the barometer, and found the allowance of six 
hundred and twenty feet, to each degree of difference in boiling 
temperature, to be as nearly as possible correct.* Snow still 
falling on the heights above us, and l>eing now fairly launched 
into the uninhabited wilderness, Icould not help feeling uneasy 
regrarding the result of to-morrow^s journey which takes us up> 
to the line of perpetual snow. 


CONTENTS OF CHAPTER VII. • 

Severe cold.—Slippery footing.—Magnificent views. Enter the regh)n of 
perpetual snow,—View of the part of the mountains that give rise to all the 
great rivers of India. Alarming prospects of snow-storms,—Illness from 
rarefied atmosphere.—Dangerous descent.—Reach a place of shelter.—Con¬ 
tinued Descent.—Reach a place of safety.—Beautiful sc.nery near Tir- 
jogoe.—Start for Kedarnath. 

7/A OcL —After a night of suffering from severe cold, we 
started from our ground at day light, the thermometer at29®. 
pursuing our journey to the Pass of the high range which, as 
I said before, lies between the Billung river and Kedar Nathi 
We soon ascended above the limit of forest, and continued 
dragging ourselves along over ice and snow and rugged 
rocks, of which there appeared to be no end. ^ The path was 
occasionally lost,* owing to the recent falls of Inow, and often 


*** There is a much more scientifio mode of doing the same thing hy the 
thermometer, but I need not explain it here. For some thermometers I have 
found 600 feet per degree to be about the proper basis of caloulatioUf and 
for some, even a little less than that. * • 
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requJred a scramble with hands as well as feet, to enable us 
to surmount it. The sun in the early part of ^ the forenoon 
was very powerful, and the melting snow, whicli made the 
path slippery, added to our difficulties. But to recom¬ 
pense, in some measure, our labours, we had a view of the 
great snowy range, the parallel of which I suppose the world 
could not produce. We saw before us, like a tiirreted wall 
of marble, of which the dimensions seemed immeasurable, 
the maps of mountains from whi^h the Jumna has its source, 
called Juninootree ; also Gungootroe, Kedar Naih and 
Budree Nath, and the peaks beyond them to the Eastward ; 
all these we saw spread out like a Panorama, and under 
peculiarly favorable circumstances, the repeated falls of snow 
having clothed them in their winter raiment of the most daz¬ 
zling white. 

We were traversing one of (he spurs of the huge mass 
itself; and eyery step we took shewed us how nearly we had 
approached the threshold of everlasting winter. The reflec¬ 
tions induced by the gorgeous spectacle are not to be 
described ; eloquence itself, under the highest powers of 
language, seems but poverty in assisting to convey to the 
mind any adequate impression of its astounding magnifi¬ 
cence. All the mountains seem as if chained together, sup¬ 
porting each other in making a simultaneous effort to hide 
their heads in the Heavens. This is the gigantic barrier 
whicli baffles the progress of the very elements themselves j 
—•it forms the boundary line which limits the tropical sea¬ 
son of India; beyond it the rains do not extend, and the seasons 
of the temperate zone are at once established on the Northern 
face of this line of towering peaks. Your admiration is more 
intense, when you recollect that you have before you, at one 
glance, the fountain heads of almost “all the rivers which at 
once constitute India an agricultural, as well as a commercial 
nation of first rate importance. From these snowy mountains 
rise on one side t|ie Jumna, the Ganges and the Kalee ; and 
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on tbe other the Sutledge, the Indus and Berhampooter; it is 
not, therefore,* wonderful, that the natives of India should 
have deified them by making’ them the residenoe of their 
Gods : in any country they must have been looked upon with 
feelings bordering on veneration, and 1 have often thought of 
Johnson’s lines which are so applicable to a spectacle like 
this. It is indeed 

“ Mighty and pure and fit to make ^ 

“ The rampart of a Godhead dwelling.” 

On it the eye never wearies to dwell —it alTords a kindof 
enjoyment which springing from tbe purest of all sources, 
the fountain head of nature, has a tendency to elevate the 
feelings of the mind, and to exclude from it the working of 
all ungenerous and turbulent passions. You cannot help 
f||ling as if partially elevated above mortality ; the pride 
and the pomp, and the power of man seem to lie under your 
feet ; and yet a fueling from'fime to time creeps over you, of 
shrinking from your own insignificance, in the presence of 
such examples of the stupendous hiight and power of the 
great architect of the universe. What an atom in its system 
a human being appears ; and bow humiliated you feel, at 
having ever expec^,ed that the gratification of your insignifi¬ 
cant desires and wishes could have been like,any thing else 
but dust in tbe Balance, to tbe Creator of works like these. 
The heart, in which such associations could not be awakened, 
must be bard indeed ; and 1 indulged in them, as I have ever 
done amidst the scenery of mountainous countries—their 
influence tend to soften the memory of many pains and sor¬ 
rows, and on this occasion they served to bury for a time in 
forgetfulness, causes which bad combined to induce my be¬ 
coming a wanderer for ^ second time, after many years, 
amidst these mysterious scenes of nature’s desolation. 

The threatening appearance of tbe weather, however, 
which had undergone one of the sudden changis almost^n- 
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krioWn beyond the boundaries of the Himmala, soon put an' 
end to the train of reflections induced by the commanding po¬ 
sition in H lii<'h tre imagined ourselves to be placed. They were 
succeeded by others of a more matter of fact kind, as the 
clouds were fast accumulating over us, and our elevated 
situalion, during snow storms, was ohe not a little dangerous. 
We were now almost at the line of perpetual snow, and the 
rarefaction of the atmosphere at siicli a height above the sea, 
never fails to prostrate the strength, as well as depress the 
spirits of the natives, both of the hills and plains. I observed, 
with a little alarm, one or two instances of its taking effect 
upon them ; this was an additional anxiety, and altogether it 
looked again as if our journey was fated to be unpropitious. 

The rarefied atmosphere first shews its effects by bringing 
on a difficulty in breathing, and the head gradually beconjj^s 
heavy; this is succeeded by a slight feeling of stupor and 
apathy to what is passing -around ; and lastly by a dizziness 
and sickness, which not only incapacitates the natives from 
any considerable exertion, but makes their progress along the 
cliffs and the edges of precipices, a work of some danger. 
Europeans seem to suffer from it in a very trifling degree 
compared with the natives, who attribute jt, as you may have 
heard, to a poisonous wind (bis ka buwa) produced in the 
region of flowers, which ranges from above the highest limit 
of forest, up to that of perpetual snow ; and which they be¬ 
lieve overloads the atmosphere with its perfume. 

Accordingly, wefonndour camp followers to-day making 
less progress than usual, notwithstanding a feeling of alarm 
which was clearly abroad among them, at the preparation of 
the elements for the impending snow storm. As they appeared 
to be making every possible exertifjn to reach a place of safisty, 
yet at many hours distance, we moved on ourselves a head of 


theui, with all speed, with the iuteotion of %hting fires to be 
in readinesi^for them themomhut we might again descehd into 
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the level of where we could obtain a supply of feel. 

On crossing* the Ghaut or Pass of this high range, we found 
it, as usual, marked gut by heaps of stones on ea^h side, rail¬ 
ed in Scotland cairns. Every traveller adds his mite, in the 
shape of a stone, to these memorials of perseverance reward¬ 
ed, and I conformed to the custom, by placing one in the 
collection ; having always entertained a slightly superstitious 
reverence for this harmless practice. From the crest of the 
Pass where these cairns were, we looked down on a preci¬ 
pitous descent from which we anticipated more difficulty 
than that of any day’s journey during our short experience, 
as the snow had not only hid the path, but made the footing 
so insecure, that you felt as if walking on glass. 

We were obliged to be very careful indeed incur descent 
bere, for the slightest false step, if not recovered at the very in¬ 
stant, would have launched us far beyond all human assistance. 
On getting ovei* in safety thfe most dangerous part, 1 paused 
to .take a look at the ground, and the usual deception was 
more pal pable than lever recollect, of having overcome an 
absolute impossibility. With this deception the Himraala tra¬ 
veller is familiar enough, in the case of wild goats and wild 
sheep, which are frequently seen scampering along the.face 
of an apparently perpendicular wall of half a mile or more 
in height, and you are often apt to be staggered in your be¬ 
lief as to the reality of what you see; but, if you examine these 
cliffs with a telescope, you can discover innumerable little 
ledges of rock which are invisible to the naked eye. From 
the top of the ridge we were traversing, the large hill village 
of Gungnee was in sight. It is situated on one of the 
mountains which shoot out from the Gungootree mass, and 1 
believe the Pilgrims going from thence to the still more sa- 
■ cred Kedar Nath have to pass throi^h it. Fornierly the 
inhabitants were all bandits, who lived by the plunder of the 
PilgrimB ab# those engaged in traISc acro8s*tl)e Hinmala 
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Passes into Tartary ; and there are a great number of uniisu- 
ally large substantial houses in it, no doubt tlie fruits of their 
lawless profession. They hare now turned their destructive 
weapons of offeAce into plough shares, like the rest of the 
people of Hindostan. We reached, about one o’clock, another 
of the sheds erected by the Sreenuggur Rajah for the protec¬ 
tion of travellers from snow storms ; lighted fires, as we had 
again got into the forest, and sat down to rest our weary limbs. 
We were in a place of comparative safety ourselves, but our 
camp train was still more than an hour’s journey in the rear, 
and the snow beginning to fall on us heavily, made us feel 
much anxiety for them. 

Immense falls of snow had, as we expected, occurred for 
many days successively before our arrival ; the underwood 
of the forest we had just entered, and all the young trees 
were laid prostrate under the weight, as if an avalanche had 
passed over’them, and I now reflected how thankful we ought 
to be for our detention at Mussooree for the few days, at which 
we had been so discontented”; for, in all probability, we must 
have been snowed in for at least a day and a night, had we 
attempted to cross this mountainous range, at any time from 
the 29th September to 5th October. With two or three feet 
of snow on the ground no human being could have kept to the 
paths, and consequently there was no possibility of advancing- 
even twenty paces of the descent from the crest of the Pass, 
without the risk or rather certainty of either breaking his 
limbs, or slipping and shooting down an unfathomable ravine, 
into some madly roaring torrent with a cataract at every ten 
yards. For the first time during tins journey we found to-day, 
in the forest, abundance of black and red currants, and rasp¬ 
berries, their bushes forming the principal underwood ; but 
in this lhad to put up with disappointment, insignificant as 
it-was, like in every thing else. The premature setting in of 
winter^had dests oyed the whole of the fruit, whic;li, although 
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hanging- on the trees in loads, was quite unfit to cat owing to 
the insipid sweetness caused by the frost, and which makes 
it even more nauseous than when unripe. The fallino-snow 
did not succeed in extinguishing the blazing fires < bad taken 
care to have lighted, and for which we had abundance of 
fuel; so I sat myself down ou a stone, mounted an umbrella, 
and impatiently waited, for our camp followers to join us, 
which they did gradually in the course of rather more than 
an hour. The hill men, being,quite aware of the great danger 
they incurred by delay, had made the most desperate efforts 
to push on. On finding all hands in safety 1 determined on 
making our escape doubly certain ; and accordingly, after a 
little refreshment, started off, in the midst of the snow storm, to 
descend about six thousand feet, to the village of ^Tirjogee—of 
itself alone almost a day’s journey distant from here. Our path 
wound through u deep forest the entire distance, consisting of 
fine fir, yew, oak, horse chesnut and other trees ^ the descent 
very steep over sharp pointed rocks, and innumerable water 
courses of little streams of the clearest water. At last, we hail¬ 
ed with delight the first glimpse of a human habitation at the 
above mentioned village, of which we very suddenly came in 
sight. A month ago I had taken the precaution of having some 
little preparation fnade for our more comfortable progress, and 
accordingly found a letter waiting for me, vrty kindly sent by 
one of the Kumoan Local Officers, along with a man, to be 
our guide to Kcdar Nath and Budree Nath, and to assist us 
where requisite iu the matter of supplies. Huts for our servants 
and hlllmen had been constructed with the branches of trees, 
sufficient to protect them from the frost, and firewood had been 
collected; all which made this halting place like a kind of land* 
mark in a desolate wilderness. I was nearly forgetting to sny, 
that here we also entered *the British territories, and that hither¬ 
to our route had been entirely in those of the Rajahs of Teree 
wd Sreenuggur. This was by far th« most severe day’s work 
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wc had yet experienced, having been on our legs in incessant 
motion from six o’clock a. m., to five o'’clock p, m., eleven 
hours, with the exception of about one hour's rest at the travel¬ 
ler’s shed, qr durrumsal. During this time we had to make one 
general ascent of about two thousand feet, in a highly ratified 
atmosphere, besides all the minor ones; and a Ascent of about 
eight thousand. The safe termination of the two last days' 
journey, as you may imagine, relieved the mind from a load of 
responsibility for the safety of so many human beings, and we 
cpuld now enjoy ourselves as far as our fatigues would permit 
«8. The whole camp was very soon a scene of comfort and 
cheerfulness. The expedition with whicli the little tents are 
pitched^end the baggage arranged by the hill men, after a week's 
practice, seems magical. They are unlike the natives of the 
plains in making every body’s business nobody's ; they willing¬ 
ly assist each other in whatever is going on, so that by this sys¬ 
tem you have every thing arranged in camp, in a very few 
minutes, in precisely the same mechanical order as yesterday. 
After this comes the providing for their own well earned food, 
and accordingly a simultaneous dispersion of all hands takes 
place ; then noisy sounds of voices ; the breaking and crushing 
of branches of trees in the adjoining copses ; and soon after the 
the blazing and crackling of numerous fires,* around which the 
different classes »of hill men are seen collected in groupes. 
A silence, proceeding from the enjoyment of their meals, doubt¬ 
less a grateful occupation after a day of such labour, succeeds ; 
and lastly is heard the contented hum of voices which, in a very 
short time, dies away into a murmur, and then into a death like 
silence, seldom or ever disfturbed till next morning's dawn. In 
fine weatlier, without snow on the ground or falling, the passage 
of this chain of mountains would be the very reverse of what we 
experienced ; not a diflBculty or danger of any kind, or even 
fatigue, beyond that of merely cUiubing up the rocks, in a 
rarified atmosphere. 
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8th Oc/—Started early for our next encamping ground at the 
hot springs (cjjled Gouree Koond) on the Kedar Nath moun* 
tain; and in a few minutes we wereon a beautiful road constructed 
by Mr. Traill, the late commissioner of Kumaon, ii» direct dO- 
fiance of the orders of Government. Of this more bye and bye. 
The change of scenery was indeed delightful; instead of the 
gloomy patlilcss solitudes^ of yesterday, we were traversing 
at once a forest, a shrubbery and a garden. The contrast was 
indescribable; we were now ^wandering beneath the arched 
shades of the woods, which were diffusing delight by their cool¬ 
ness, their solemnity and their charm; while the fragrant 
odours of the innumerable little flowers, in every lane, afforded 
the most sensible pleasure. The birds too were singing in 
every direction, and the rippling sound of the crystal streams of 
water was constantlv falling on the ear; and still the tower- 
ing pinnacles of tlie snowy range were in sight, overhanging us 
in all their grandeur. The whole scenery was so exquisite that 
1 could not helpTceliug a kind of bounding, exulting cheerful¬ 
ness, which is imparted to the frame at any time when the mind 
is suddenly and unexpectedly relieved from a subdued settled 
despair, to a joyous senss of sanguine hope. Being on the 
pilgrim’s road for the first time, I ought, properly speaking, to 
have only commerfeed my pilgrimage here; instead of which, 
Mr. liditor, I am going to end it for a lime. Owing to other 
occupations, I find I cannot just now transcribe for you any 
more of my wandering notes ; but you know that I shall have 
pleasure in resuming them, as soon as I can conveniently spare 
time fur it. You are quite aware that I have written those 
notes gratuitously to pass an idle hour, and for the purpose of 
contributing my mite in support of the interest of ycur paper, 
which I advocate on principle, as being one of the most inde¬ 
pendently conducted in lhdia« I consider, however, the^ 
best of journals must flag in interest unless occasionally as¬ 
sisted with the correspondence, however unpretending, of its 
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readers, and it is scarcely necessary to assure you, that there is 
not one of them more anxious for the success aqd prosperity of 
tbe Vkhhar than Pilgrim. 

ft 

‘contents of CHA^FTEU VITl. 

Progress upwards to Kedarnath.—Tremendous gorge' —' ’ascades.—Har¬ 
rogate water,—Dangerous land slip.—Pirct biglit of tlu ^t-.^ipU and moun¬ 
tain.—Dangers of the Pilgrimage. 

^tH Oct, —We breaknistecl at Cronve Koond, early 
in the inoniing, ami starte<l for theKedar Nath Toiuple, a 
distance of 12 to 14 miles of gradual ascent up the hunks of 
the sacred river; the road someliinos being almost on the 
brink of its channel, and sotiietiincs nearly a thousand foot 
above it. There arc many points, where, from the road, 
although more than five hiuidred feet above the chasm of 
the river, you could throw a stone from one piiountuin to 
the other, uhd we succeeded on one or > occasions in do¬ 
ing it. This will convey to y md v a oet^'*' idea of the 

wild and precipitous character of tti^' gb'o than an elaborate 
description. The gorge is tremendous ; and considering 
that the mountains on each side are often nearly perpendi¬ 
cular, rising to a height of five or six thousand feet, it ap¬ 
pears next to impossible that they could be clothed with 
beautiful forcot*up to the highest limit of the line of trees, 
but such is the case. You can imagine, after wliafc I have 
stated, that the bottom of the glen is dark and gloomy; 
and that, if you choose to scramble down from the road at 
any point where the ijnpending precipices nearly meet, and 
where there is a profusion of forest trees, you can at noon¬ 
day, with the sun shining in the firmament in unclouded 
splendour, see all the large stars as distinctly as during any 
night in tlic hot season from Marcfi till June, in the plains 
of Hindoostan. Having wuloessed this fact many years ago, 
whqi travelling in another part of the Himmala, in a deep 
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excavHiod by a river, I did not tliink a repetition of the 
tixpcriinent n'^ e^sary^ becaufic the fatigue incurred in descends 
iihs hkI :i' i i"!i<hng' is more than the value of the ^spectacle, 
iv\\cn ha\c si\ or eight hours; climbing in such moan* 
Kiiit to acconpli^h birjfon* Aunset. 

At i\(‘ry twijortlpvc hundred yards, you see a stream 
shooting out from hs source, and tumbling down from rock 
to rock, profhicjug a toniinuous white line of spray some- 
times half a mile, and sometimes dnuld(^ iha* in length. At 
one point there is a singular cuscadn on a minor stream : 
the wa*cr comes from a considerable height in as perfect a jet 

'ueted Ijy artihcial means, and falling 
Inch it has hollowed out for itself, in 
(he snvuni ug'ain rises from it, almost 
An urcli, 1 <)s^'ends on the road in 
eg shfU'i .‘r bath. I consider this a 
ity! die fust fall of the water into 

mJ 

the basin is, u:-; vfui may supposi , almost noiseless, and its 
starting a-lVesii witli a nearly inibriJken surface appears most 
wonderful. The cascades in sight from Ohuree Kooiid to 
Beemoodar,halt way to the KedarNalli Temple, are innuinera* 
b!e. Xkud the noise of the great river below, to which all the 
munor streams on both sides of the glen are tpbutary, isof- 
tvu deideuing'; occasionally in the foreground you can catch 
;i glimpse. . f vhe enormous snowy mountain of Kedar, at the 
sight of which every other o!>ject is forgotten. It was here 
drat I first onferlained an impression of the possibility of 
even the utmost grandeur becoming IfiMMiraiMf and I as¬ 
sure you that I was positively beginning to get tired of gaz¬ 
ing at the gorgeously lerrific scenery, to be a spectator of 
which, I doubt not, many fin ennui sick traveller of our own 
distant isles would give*Sintold gold During the early 
part of our journey to-day, we came upon the track of an 
avalanche, which had completely carried away theiA)ad, 
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leaving' in its place a perpendicular plane of a dang^erous kind 
to walk across. The river was about a thousand feet below 
us, and vii^ible something in the same way as the pavement 
pfa street is visible from the attic story of a very high house ; 
and on the temporary path formed by the tread of the Pil¬ 
grims, there was, for ten or fifteen paces, just sufiicicnt 
room to plant the foot, and that, too, not in a horizontal posi¬ 
tion, but slaiitjng outwards or downwards in the direction of 

^ i 

the abyss below. One of our companions made a false step 
here, and was within a hair's breadth of being launched into 
th^maddened torrent under us, which, dreadful to think, would 
have been eternity to him. We found half the streams we 
had to cross were of a lukewarm temperature, and were con¬ 
vinced that their sources, where the water first gushes out of 
the mountain or bed of snow, must be as hot, if not hotter, 
than the Koond of Gource where we had last pitched our 
camp. One of them AvasasiruiU* river of genuine Harrow- 
gate water, the smell of which was most ahoiuinable, and .in¬ 
fected the atmosphere for a long distance. Six or eight 
miles from our eucainpiiig gTOUiid, we reached Ueeraoodar 
where there are an immense number of natural caves in the 
rocks; these the Pilgrims have improved by industrious ex¬ 
cavation, and ip has become a kind of resting place for them 
between Gouree Koond and the temple of Kedar. There is 
also a little level ground about here, which is used for the 
erection of huts of branches of trees, at the season when the 
greatest concourse of Pilgrims takes place. These, and the 
carcj, miirt Jio th»i ffnrnn r of protecting hundreds of the 
wretched fanatics from the rigour of the climate, and there¬ 
by of preserving their lives. The hill men call a cave Oodar, 
and the name of Beein is added to because they say these 
caves were once the temporary dwelling place of a celebrated 
Rajah Beem Singh, and his host. We hurried on our jour¬ 
ney with all iij)eed, the road gradually improving as we as- 
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cendcd ; and about mid-day we were approaching the limit 
of the forest line, where the character of the scenery always 
undergoes a sudden change^ and a very disagreeable one in 
my opinion. Out of thebeautifu# forest you at once enter 
the region of bleak and naked rocks, with occasional stunted 
birches and busbes~and, at some seasons of the year, 
occasional carpets of flowers ; which is certainly the only re¬ 
deeming point in the dr.oary interval between the stately 
woods and the line of perpetual snow, that never fsrils to 
revive the interest. The direction of the road is nearly east¬ 
ward, the whole length of the glen of tlie Kedar Gunga river; 
but, about a mile from the temple, the channel of the river, and 
of course the road, turns northward : at this point you are 
suddenly brouglit in sight of the beautiful glade in which 
stands the modest unpretending little temple of Kedar Nath, 
dedicated to the Hindoo God Seva, who is believed to reside 
on the glorious mountain tlironc of Alabaster, wjaich over¬ 
hangs the ediflce in a position, when standing near the temple 
at the foot of the glacier, requiring you absolutely to bend 
back your neck and head into a painful posture before the 
eye can rest on its summit. The first glimpse of the (emplcj 
and the mysterious and terrific-looking fhountuin over-look¬ 
ing it, made me pause and wounder whether it could be re¬ 
ality. No two objects more incongruous, codld be brought 
together from the face of the whole earth : the awe-inspiring 
and the terror-striking character of every object insight, 
made me forget for a moment that the little edifice placed in 
such an unearthly position was the ofis|>ring of idolatry, and 
the recollection of the words, “ a temple not made with 
hands,almost persuaded me for an instant that it was not of 
human construction. The eloquence of language basso often 
been exhausted in desenbing the beauties, the grandeur, 
and the horrors of scenery so ordinary as to be unworthy 
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of mention in the same century with what was now before 
me, that I shall not attefn]>t to throw it into the shade by a 
description, which would require fho use of words whose 
enerffies have already be#ii wasted in delineating such trifles. 
New words must be coined to do it justice. You must go 
and be an eye-witness of It, and I shall descend to the more 
ordinary sahjects connected with it. 

The temple stands at a height of about twelve thousand 
feet hbove the sea ; the snowy mountain which overhangs it 
like a wall, rises nearly twelve thousand more, the entire 
height of the Kedar Nath peak above the sea, being from 
twenty-three to twenty-four thousand. The Hindoos used 
to consider a man to be sainted in this life, and incapalde of 
committing sin, if he could accomplish in his life time a pil¬ 
grimage to Gungootree, Kedar Natli^ Budree Nath, and the 
lakes of Manes and Rakhes, called Manes Siirowur and 
Rakhes Soirow^ur. The Idol of JuifU'cr Nath has been cole- 
brated for w^aste of human life, but, compared with these pil¬ 
grimages, it is insignifieant. The tales whicli I heard from 
the officiating fudest, at the temple of Kedar Nath, were 
heart rending. Skinner in a work of tw'o volumes, which he 
published about tlieyear 1829, describes the sufferings en- 
dured by the pilgrinis as follows : “ I wavered between two 

“ equally attrafctive points; Gungootree with the probability 
of being able to roach Kedar Nath ; the scones of the sad- 
“ dest of all the fatal delusions which lead their victims, witli 
a nobleness worthy of a better cause, to perish miserably 
&c. &c. A niolunclioly delusion leads the naked and fre- 
quonlly innoctmt Hindoo to brave the severest torture that 
“ the frame of ina!i can possibly be subjected to, w ith a for- 
titude which would place him in a rank with the most il- 
“ lustrious of martyrs were it exe^Vcised m a good cause. 

Crowds have passed from Gungootree to that mountain, 
and never piore been heard The danger is not un- 
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known to any Hindoo, nnd those who are not insane for a 
pilg-riraag-e tripf have a wholesome dread of the difficulties 
of the jourtiery. Skinner proposed visiting- these shrines, 
and says, “ The rumour of my intention to Attempt it 
“ caused a mutiny in niy camp, that ‘threatened to leave me 
“ to pursue my way with my knapsack on my back; a gene- 
“ ral strike was declared on the moment I had fixed for my 
“ departure.” 

It ended in his being- unahife to make the journey ; alid a 
greater disappointn>eut could not have occurred to any en¬ 
thusiastic traveller. He was in almost daily sight, too, of 
the objects of his enthusiasm, and I think describes their 
appearance with good effect as follows: “ Behind me to 

“ the North-West, were the snows of Bimderpooch and Dootie, 
“whence the Jumna flows* thence towards the East rose 
“ the high peaks which mark t!ie source of the holy river the 
“Ganges; the Rudru HiiiKnala like a white chnud in the 
“ horizon ; Kedar Nath and B.udree Nath, those mighty ob- 
“ jects of Hindoo superstition, so far out-topping other 
“ heights that I bad almost considered them illusory, and I 
“ began to doubt, as I gazed on them, whether there was 
“ any interval between Heaven and Earth. 

As soon as our approach was espied from the temple, its 
bell began to toll, being set agoing by the dervauts of the 
high priest, and sounding like a welcome to cheer our spirits 
after a day of well rewarded toil. We pitched our little tent 
on the lawn near the temple, where, a few days before, snow 
had been lying to a depth of two or three feet. 
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plosions,—Adieu to Kedarnath. 

The present Temple of Kedar Natb was erected by the 
Goorkhas, during the period they.- held possession of the 
Gurhwal Province, which, by hereditary right, belongs to the 
Kt^ak of Sreenuggiir. That portion of his territories, which 
comprehends Kedar Nath and Budree Nath, is now upcjer 
our control, or rather und^ the priests who are respousible in 
a manner to our authorities in Kumaon. A good many vil¬ 
lages were granted as a Jagheer by the Rajah, for the use of 
the Temples, and they still remain so. From their revenues, 
and the collections made from the Pilgrims at the Temples, the 
priests have to keep them in a state of repair, an well as the 
roads and (bridges. They are also expected to have suiBcient 
supplies of grain collected for the use of the Pilgrims at the 
different resting places yn the road — the latter of course 
purchasing it from the owners. 

Many hundreds of the misguided wretches, the priest t(dd 
me, make this wonderful journey, without the means of pur¬ 
chasing more than a mouthful of food once in three or four 
days; many hundreds of them are entirely dependent on cha¬ 
rity, and travelling until their limbs can no longer keep toge¬ 
ther drop down on the road, or in the snow, become stiffen¬ 
ed by the cold, and unconsciously sleep their last sleep ; a 
happy relief from their troubles. The loss of life is now, 
however, comparatively small to what it was fifteen years 
ago. The late Commissioner of Kumaon, Mr. Traill, was a 
most enthusiastic traveller in the hills, and i believe the first 
European who ever visited Kedar Vath. He went through 
the almost incredible labour and danger of climbing up to the 
TeQiple by the bed of the* river, an undertaking which you 
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would, judging from present appearances, pronounce to be 
impossible, and yet all tbe Pilgrims of tt&a daj's of yore had 
to accomplish it, or die under the exertion. Mr. Traill, being 
in the estimation of the Hill people second jonl/to Vishiioo 
himself, had not much difficulty in prevailing on the priest¬ 
hood to apply all their available funds to the construction of 
road ; and accordingly from Sreenuggur to Kedar Natli a 
plendid one was made, with substantial bridges, over every 
river both large and smalk It was also contiaaed^ on to 
Budree Nath, in the face of obstacles wfatch, you would say, 
could only be overcome by the application of all the means 
and resources which the arts and sciences of the present day 
have placed within our reach. Instead of this being the case, 
I believe there was not a single tool of any description used 
beyond the axe and pick axe, or perhaps the saw (I never 
saw any of the latter, however, in this part of the bills) and 
no other engineers but thejiill coolies, occasion^ly superin. 
tended by Mr. Traill, who, it is said, marked out with a 
hatchet every mile of the line of joad in the Kedar Gunga 
glens. To do this, it is said, he had frequently to be pulled up 
the precipices by ropes, and to be suspended over chasms, 
the very sight of which would make you shudder. The 
result is that a lady might now visit Kedar Nath ; nothing 
being required but favourable weather, aud'strong nerves to 
keep up the courage in crossing the laud-slips wlrere the 
road has been carried away. I have already mentioned an 
instance of a very bad one, where onje of us had nearly met 
with a fatal accident, but a long rope stretched out and held 
firmly at each end, by two or three hill men, forms a sort of 
railing outside of the path, and gives perfect conddcncc to 
the traveller. 

The Hindoo religion is, at Kedar Nath, reduced to a 
state of surprising simplicity, as far as the high priest is 
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conrerneil. is not a believer in any one of the fictions' 
fur which this creed is so celebrated. He‘believes only 
ill one BU|>rerne Being*, who, he says, is neither Seva, nor 
Vishnoo, no? Krishna, nor Devee, nor Kalee ; but simply the 

4 

creator of the universe, omnipotent and omnipresent. Every 
nation under the sun, he says, have in reality but one God, 
and all religions are, in his opinion,of human institution^ 
These were ratlier startling doctrines to broach at the very 
fountain h«ad of Hiiulooism, and under the noses of their 
majesties Seva, Vishnoo and Gunga ; such a liberal philoso¬ 
pher I was quite unprepared for. He is a man of great in¬ 
telligence, and considerable information; a native of the Ma¬ 
labar coast, and a Brainin of very high caste. He says all 
Uie ceremonies which he administers to the Pilgrims arc per¬ 
fectly innocent: he makes them go through a few prostrations 
and a short form of wordiip ; reads somelhing to them, which 
they cannot, understand ; and dismisses them with as much 
of the water of the sacred Well of Kedar, as they choose to 
carry. About the wafer of this Well, I had along dispute 
with him. He wanted to make me believe that it contained 
mercury in solution, assuring me that it could not be other¬ 
wise b<*cause its specific gravity was greater ibau that of any 
oilipr wafer in tli« world. With some deg-ree of pride, he 
boasted of this isacred water requiring no voucher or seal 
from him; it cpuld be indentified at the farthest extremity 
of the continent of India, merely by its specific gravity, or 
weight («iizuii ) as he called it. The wa ter of the Ganges 
beheld in thorough contempt, because, at Gnngootree, the 
priest has to attach a seal to the vessel in w hich the Pilgrims 
carry away the sacred finid. 1 assured him that the min¬ 
eral ill the water of Kedar iiiiist be iron and not mercury; 
this staggered him some what, and he remarked that, several 
years ago, a European gentleman (the late Mr. Shore, C. S. 
I think he saiil) on paying a visit to the temple, told him the 
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same thing’. On enquiring^ whether be longed to retnra 
again to his own country, he informed me, to mv great as¬ 
tonishment that he could not dare to do it; that such a pro¬ 
ceeding tvould render him liable to perpetual exclusion 
from his caste and kindred, and reduce hiiu to the level of 
,a pariah. For this he could give no good reason whateyw, it 
was dustoor he said; but I think 1 got a glimpse of the truth 
of the matter, which I suspect to he simply tliat, after un¬ 
dertaking such a very sacred office, a man, in the opittioti of 
these Brahmins, ought to remain devoted to llie perfonnance 
of its duties during his whole life, and deserves to be shun¬ 
ned and excommunicated were he to abandon it. The cause of 
only Natives from the Madras territories being employed in 
fliese sacred offices is, because, one or two tbonsaud year# 
ago, ail the Hramins of Western India forfeited their right to 
be admitted to the altars of these deities as priests, in con¬ 
sequence of a grand mistake made in some important jiacri- 
Hce. 'I'he whole of the priests both at Kedarnatli and Biid- 
reeauth, and tlieir subsidiary temples, from the Archbishop 
( llawul ) dowinvarils, are Natives of the Madras side, and 
chiefly from the Malabar coast. They get a supply of re¬ 
cruits from time to time from their own families and ronnec- 
tions. 

The number of Pilgrims, who annualy visit Kedarnatli, is 
from fifteen to twenty thousand ; and, strange to say, they 
are |)rinci|)ally natives of the most distant provinces. It is 
supposed that formerly, before the road was made, a very 
few'of these ever retm ned to their homes, especially of the 
poorer class of fiiiuitics. Some of the wealthy and substan¬ 
tial ol^stis occasionally visited the temples, and, having the 
means of protecting iliemselves against hunger and cold, re¬ 
turned in safety ; hut they are not so devoted to pilgrimages 
as the poorer Bramiii Fukeeps. The new road has iiow*^ 
rendered the temples ^cessible to all, and in,time this very 
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facility of reaching tjieoi, which at first you would be dis» 
posed to say would be the instrument of incrCtieing aud ex* 
tending fanaticism and idolatry, will, to a moral certainty, 
tend more than any thing else to their overthrow. Jugger* 
natli, when idolatry was taxed and ditficuU of approach, 
was far more popular than it is now; and, in half a century, 
when Kedarnath and Budreenath become better known to 
the multitude, the pilgximages for martyrdom by cold and 
privation will gradually diraitiish in number, and be sue* 
ceeded by those of enlhusiatic travellers, like ourselves, who 
undertake this joTirncy of endless toil merely to have an op- 
jjortunity of admiring the stupendous grandeur of the re¬ 
gions of eternal winter. Mr. Traill, by his removal of the 
% reat obstacle in the way of a safe pilfjrimage to Kedarnath 
and Budreenath, hazarded his reputation as a Christian, and 
subjected hini'^elf to the imputation of being an encourager 
of pagan idolatry ; but only in the estimation of men like Mr, 
Poynder, who makes a monthly display of cant and hypo¬ 
crisy at the India Houses ou these suf)jects, the class to 
which he belongs having neither Ihe foresight to discern, or, 
if they were to see it, tlie honesty to confess, that the surest 
way ofletting idolatry die a natural death, is to make it 
cheap, and common, and easy of access. 

There seems to be nothing approaching to extortion at the 
KedartitiUi temple; and decidedly nothing very revolting 
to the feelings, with llie exception of a few shapeless figures 
cut in relief oil tlie stones, and these you might pass a hun¬ 
dred times without recognizing their meaning, unless you 
were previously told of it, I did notask leave to enter it, 
which surprised lhe*priest not a little. This is a goaj^ plan, 
I can assure you, for many reasons. The asking shews 
ignorance, and it subjects you to a refusal, although a very 
respectful one I have no doubt; The^^ are others, 1 need not 
mention. Altogether, the rational simplicity of the idolatry 
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of Kddarnath, compared with the noise and pomp, the 
scenitiesand abominations of the same religion, ia the lower 
provinces, and particularly the orgies connected with the 
worship of Kalee near Calcutta, leaves on the tnind a pleas¬ 
ing impression of the Bramin teal faith, when free from the 
containination of gross impostors like the priesthood of Ben* 
gal. 

We were not importuned for a contribution to the temple; 
in this the priest acted up to Ifis professions of toleration,* evi* 
dently considering it degrading that one denomination of 
believers in a deity should be indebted to another for the pe- 
* cuniary means of supporting their creed* fie was very 
proud of his views on all tbesesubjects; and, during the two 
days I remained at Kedarnath, I must say I never saw an 
approach on his part to flattery, or cringing, or hypocrisy. 
The temple is undergoing repair; every winter destroys 
some part of it* , In Europe a few feet of siiov^ are con¬ 
sidered wonderful; here it not only covert over the entire 
temple, about 15 feet in height^ but also lodges over it to 
such a depth that some part of the roof, even where it is 
arched with stones, is every winter sure to give way. My 
next will bring Keda.math to a conclusion, and then I shall 
take you on to Budreenath. 

To enable you to become familiar with the importance of 
Kedarnath, I must say a few words on the subject of the 
three great Hindoo divinities, Brahma, Seva or Mahadeva, 
and Vishnoo. These constitute the Hindoo Trinity or three 
Devas ; generally represented as one in ihe shape of a hideous 
figure with 3 heads and four arms. The mansion of Seva is 
on the Kedarnath peak ; as I mentioned before, its classical 
appellation is Kailasa Parvati. Kailas in Sanscrit, if I re* 
collect rightly, means a mountain, or mountains, and 
Parvati is the wife of Seva *or Mahadeva.- The whole 
range of snowy mountains from Gungoofree to •the 



€6 


PILOKIM's WANDXRINOB 


Kalee are by the hill people indiscriminately called 
Kailas. Seva is the god of generation in his hamis 
is the power of multiplying tlie human race, and also 
of destroying 'the capability of its increase. His union with 
Parvati, having been considered indispensable to the welfare 
of the universe, one of the favorite modes of representing 
him in Hindoo Sculpture is while in the act of receiving his 
consort from the hands of Kamadeva, the god of love. In 
almost every mode of representing Seva, as you may ima¬ 
gine, the symbols are indelicate ; but I do not look upon 
that, as many pretend to do,as any index of ihe morals of a 

great nation, the objects of whose mythology are so far above * 

• 

our comprehension. In the worship of Seva what we con¬ 
sider to be obscenity, they look up to with sincere adoration 
and reverence. 

The god Vishnoo has liis chief mansion in heaven, and it 
is called* Vaikanta; but he also resides on earih on the 
Budreenath peak, under the name of Krishna. At Jugger- 
nath we find him under another name, Jaganatha. 

Brahma cannot be made incarnate; he is a pure spirit, and 
his chief department seems to be to complete the Hindoo 
Trinity. His rank is superior to that of the other two gods, 
but he is the object of internal worship, not of external 
ceremonies. Seva and Vishnoo are scarcely ever repre- 
setited without a lotus flower either in the Jiand or as their 
seat. The flower, singularly, held an equally important rank in 
ancient Egyptian mythology as it does among the Hindoos. 
Kedarnath is believed to be the only spot in the world 
where it naturally grows in perfection, in April it is found in 
full blossom. My visit to the temple being in October, I had 
no opportunity of seeing the flowerj, except in their withered 
state, but I got a description from a friend, which made me 
deeply regret having lost an opportunity of witnessing it 
mj^elT. ^ 
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The flower is about the size of a lai'ge tea-cup; light pur¬ 
ple below and piuk above. The shades of the lower and up- 
perleaves combine, and make its beauty the more remarkable* 
The height of the shrub is about two feet, and the spur on 
which the flower is pendant drops in the most beautiful and 
graceful manner. 

You can imagine to yourself an extensive lawn covered over 
with tViGse magnificent flowers, and the interest such a sight 
produces. the line of sncyv recedes in the Summer, the 
mass gives birth to myriads of them, and sometimes you may 
see them growing out of the snow itself where it is not of great 


depth. The pilgrims never fail to collect and offef them at the 
alter of the god Seva ; indeed so high is their estimated value, 


that the priest never offers any other present (nuzur) as a 


welcome to a stranger. I received them, in adfy and withered 


state, like“ the last rose of summer’’. 


In discussing with the pjriest the subject of v^orshipping 

« 

deities near the sources of rivers, he agreed with me that the 

• 4 

origin of it must have been the instinctive gratitude which 
the human race cannot help feeling for the fountains which 
produce streams that, in their pro^'ess to the sea, fertilize, 
and thereby civilize, kingdoms which otherwise might have 
for ever reiftained wildernesses—Seneca says, ‘‘ where a spring 
rises or a river flows, there build altars and dffer sacrifices.” 


In this way the eflects of a deity have, among semi-barbarous 
nations, often been mistaken for the deity itself, and hence the 
Ganges has been personified as the deity Gunga, and an ob¬ 
ject for idolatry. The Nile was worshipped more less by eve¬ 
ry nation which it watered ; and very probably the modes of 
worship were identically the same, among nations who knew 
not even of the existence of each other. Aniong Christians 
too, something very analo|gous to the superstition has existed 
and does exist even at the present day ; many fountains and 
wells have beei^ honored with the titles ofSainte and ]M[prtyrs 
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I have heard of St. John'a well, St. Mary’s*—St. Winifred’s 
&c. &c.,and of numerous pilgrimages having'been tnad^to 
them in Catholic countries. 

The sodrce of the Kedar Guuga, in the enormous glacier 
just beyond the temple, could scarcely have failed to be wor¬ 
shipped in almost any country. At the termination of the 
glen is 8 basin, from which you see nearly the whole of this 
huge glacier, which forms one side of the Kedarnath rnoun-^ 
tains; out of this itnmeasurablc rampart of ice, hve distinct 
rivers make their exit; each distinct river supplied from a 
thousand arteries and crevices cutting lines and cliantiels 
in the snov^ above, they all rush headlong into the basin 
meeting at almost one point, and, having united, leave the 
basin in one great torrent, forming, only fifty yards below 
the several soiirces, an unfordable river. The grandeur of 
this spectacle depends greatly on the season of the year; 
like the lotus flowers, 1 could not see it in all its glory in 
October, and if I ever visit it again, 1 shall select the. month 
of April for the trip. 

During the two nights we rested at Kedarnath, I was fre¬ 
quently awoke by rumbling noises, like the report of very 
loud but distant thunder although the entire Armament was 
cloudless. When I was residing for a few days at Chini in 
Kunawar, many years ago, 1 remarked the same phenome* 
non which was of almost hourly occurrence in the magnifi¬ 
cent pile of snowy mountains, over-hanging the Sutledge, at 
that place. There, as well as at Kedarnath, the noises were 
ascribed to the anger of the Gods. In the rocky mountains 
of North America, it is attributed by the poor Indian to the 
thunders of the guardian genii over unseen treasures ; many 
scientific men in Europe explain it by supposing that ex¬ 
tensive subterraneous explosions of'^ gases occur from time 
to time ; while others seek for an explanation among hum¬ 
bler flauses, ari.id attribute the reports to thq disruption of 
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avalanches, which would no doubt, in carrying with them 
enormous masses of rock, produce noises that, by the rever- 
beration and prolonging of the echoes, would in every way 
resemble thunder. Wheal was residing at XDbmi, I was of 
the last mentioned opinion; 1 have now changed it, and 
gone over to the party who believe in, subterraneous explo¬ 
sions. My reason is simply this; that 1 think avalanches 
would be more frequently ^detached during day than during 
the night, the influence of th%3un never failing to melt the 
snow, and thereby loosen the frail supports which keep toge¬ 
ther ia one mass many of the most tremendous precipices. 
At Chiui the noises were nearly confined to the day time, I 
do not remember hearing them during the night; while at 
Kedarnath they seem to be as frequent during the night as the 
day. I have mentioned before, that half the little rivers which 
issue from the Kedarnath mountain are supplied from hot 
springs, many of them of su^h a sulphuretted hyc^ogen cha¬ 
racter as to create an intolerable stench. I am therefore inclined 
to think the whole of the interior of the mountain is a hidden 
crater, and the nucleus of confusion and uproar from conflict¬ 
ing volcanic agencies; and that the noises 0e of volcanic 
origin. 

The second day of our stay, my two companions started to 
explore one of the snowy peaks to the eastward of the temple; 
they proceeded on bravely, long after every native even of the 
hills had left them in terror at the bis ka huwa, (in reality the 
rarefied atmosphere) and, by cutting out steps in the snow, 
managed to ascend a fhw thousand feet higher than the 
temple ; but bad to descend again at the imminent risk of 
broken necks, long before reaching the summit. 1 ascended 
the ledge on the western side, in search of woodcock among 
the moss immediately Girting the line of perpetual snow, 
but I was unsuccessful; the early winter had driven this bird 
down to the glens. From a considerable hpigbt, on this 
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platform, I had a beautiful view of the temple and our two little 
tents, like white specks on the lawn ; human beings however 
were invisible to the naked eye, and this made it look like the 
dwelling pikce of solitude, peace and repose. It put me in 
mind of the American Indians, trying to ascend their highest 
and most rugged peaks, in the hopes that, after many moons 
of painful toil, they may reacli a point from whence they, can 
have aview of the “ land of souls; the happy hunting grounds 
** where are green meadows, andt bright running streams and 
“endless herds of buffalo, elks, and deer.” 


There were myriads of snow pigeon, (a beautiful bird), 
among the rocks, and we slaughtered not a few of them. We 
all returned to our tents a little before night-fall, and sat down 
to take our last evening view of the glorious scene. The sun 
hadlongsettous, thedenitens of the glen; we could not see 
to read the largest print, while the sun was still illuminating 
the crest of this gigantic mountainl It sometimes put on sin¬ 
gular and fantastic forms, now and again a light cloud would 
svveep across, and give it 'the appearance of castellated for¬ 


tresses, and tij^eted citadels, and pyramids of gilded marble. 
Theeveningsun invariably shed a pale golden tint on its snowy 


summit, and the morning sun always lighted it up with a 


bright silvery lightof a more cheerful hue. 


I am DOW done with Kedarnath, I imagine to your perfect 
content; but I entered more into details than I' promised or 
intended when I commenced sending you my notes, because I 
am not aware of any description of it having ever been publish¬ 
ed ; at all events 1 have never been fortunate enough to meet 
with any. I shall next take you on to Budreenath, at a much 
fasterpaee than hitherto, the distance being, as the crow flies, 
only thirty-six miles, butjto us ten (Jays of fearful toil, and a 
striking example of the extraordinary character of the 
Himuala. ^ 
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Dreadful sufferings of the PilgriinB.--Sreenuggur.—T he Gurhwal 
Rajah.—Seva, Vishnoo, and Brahma,—Grass-rope bridge^—A Hindoo 
('ardinal.—Scenery of Tongnath mountain.— I he VishWo Gunga river. 
—Arrival at Josee Muth.—Brass statue. 

I 

On the lltb October, we bid adieu to Eedat'natb and 
made a very long journey to Ukra Kotb, upwards of 20 
miles, in the course of which ve had to descend nearly seven 
thousand feet, and ascend at different times as much as two 
thousand more, ^t the hot spring Gouree Eoond, found a 
pilgrim had died during the night, of exhaustion ; and a few 
miles further down the glen, saw another who had just ex¬ 
pired, lying on the road side under a wretched canopy of 
branches and leaves, which he or some other pilgrim must 
have made, a day or two before. His body was not emaciat¬ 
ed, aud from every appeai^nce he may have been in the en- 
Joyment of perfect health ; but probably his journey of the 
previous day had been unusually severe, and the want of food 
could not fail to prostrate his strength to such a degree that, 
finding himself unable to reach Gouree Koond, 1 imagine at 
night-fall he threw himself down under the first shelter he 
saw, and was instantly overpowered by sleep. In the sun 
the temperature, during the greater part of ths day, must have 
been nearly lOO*^; by midnight, or soon after, the thermome¬ 
ter falls to zero, and the victim having no clothing, his death 
was simply the consequence of cold. We saw one or two 
more skeletons of pilgrims on our road to-day, notwithstand¬ 
ing the care with which the priests are said to discharge the 
duly of haring these revolting spectacles removed as quickly 
as possible. The road, down to the junction of the Eedar 
Gunga and Balsookee, ill the same by which we had ascended 
to the tftiple, and at the romantic basin, where the streams 
meet, the several roads diverge : vis., the otys to Budree- 
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natli, and also Sreenugg'ur ; tlie other to Gungootree vi& 
Tirjogee, and to Mussooree ■via Tirjogee and the Fooaree 
range of mountains. The pilgrims are very capricious in 
their arrangements for their respective journies. They, aU 
most without an exc eption, start from Hurdwar in April, as 
soon as the great fair is over ; some take the route to Jum- 
nootree and Gungootree, while many visit (he latter only ; the 
mass of them pursue their way to Kedamatb vifi Sreenuggur, 
and then to Uudreennth ; and «^natly a small proportion of 
them cross the snowy range, to pay their devotions at the lakes 
of Manes, and Bakhes, and of these again a fiew, paving their 
dreary way through a part of Chinese Tartary, return to 
their homes by the Neelung Pass and Gungootree. The 
smallest portion of ail, do not rest till they complete the pil¬ 
grimage by visiting every one of the above mentionedscones of 
superstition and fanaticism, an undertaking probably not ac- 
complisheiV by more than one in a thousand. 'I he city of 
Sreenuggur, is the capital of the Gurhwal Rajah, * a prince, 
from all accounts, of a family the most ancient and with a 
pedigree the most untarnished, and the best authenticated, of 
all the chiefs of the Hindoo race. His direct lineal descent, 1 
have been told on good authority, is traced to the sixth cen- 

o 

tury ; that of his family, back to the time of Alexander the 
Great; and it i^ believed his connections in the same tribe 
reigned fifteen hundred years before Christ. Although the 
rich plains and cities of India have been repeatedly the prey of 
a succession of invaders, (he peace of the mountain solitudes 
and fastnesses of the Raj of Gurhwal was never disturbed till 
the Goorkbas, the most warlike of tlie children of the Him- 
mala, overran it in our own times. These territories compris¬ 
ing all the sacred abodes of the Hindoo Gods conferred, also, 

t, 

* Thil is a mistake. The city of Sreenuggur was once the Capital of the 
Gurhwal R^ah» but is now part of the Company’s territories. He now resides 
at Teejee near tha banks of the Bageeruti. 
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on their sovereign a character which made his name very great 
among the Hindoo Princes. Thebeautiful city of Sreeiiuggur 
is built entirely of stone, in a most picturesque and fertile 
valley on the batiks of the river of Aluknunda, m a spot about 
equi<«di6tant from the great Prags or junctions of all the 
principal sacred rivers. The Kedar Gunga (Mandagunee) 
and the Vishnoo Giinga, now swelled to a splendid river by a 
number of tributaries, join their waters above Sreenuggur, and 
the place of their confluence isliamed Roodur Prag ; the unit¬ 
ed stream then takes the name of Aluknunda, which below 
Sreenuggur flowsinto the Bageeriiti, giving rise to the ap¬ 
pellation of Deva, or Deo-Prag, where there is a large village 
entirely inhabited by Brahmins of the most sacred caste. Below 
this grand Junction all other names are lost, and that of Gun¬ 
ga jee is established, an*l retained the whole length of its course, 
with the exception of two or three branches wliich leave the 
main stream in the district of Moorshedabad, one of»the most 
sacred, too, again taking the nam^ of Bageeriiti. This is doubt¬ 
less a duplicate or/ntoafc, of the parent riverof the same name in 
the Htmmala. At the junctions of nearly all the streams in the 
Himmala, which form the Ganges, we find a Frag. Where the 
Jumna and Ganges meet in the plains too, the place is called 
a Prag, although the city is more generally known by the 
name of Allahabad. Before Ifeaving, altogether/the subject of 
these rivers and Kedarnath, I must say a few words in explan¬ 
ation of the attributes of the Hindoo God Seva, in case my 
former remarks might be misunderstood. 1 have described 
Seva, as the Hindoo Deity who procreates the human race» 
but he is looked upon at the same time, as the destroyer, i. e. 
he destroys life to re-create it. In the Hindoo creed, creation is 

reproduction, there is no such thing as annihilation ; the pro- 

“ ^ 

cess of giving a new life to the world is by the destruction of 
one, and the changing it into or re-creating it in another body. 
Parati, the wife of Seva, means “ mountain bornV ; the appell- 
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i^ion of Doorga, difficult of access” also belongs to her. It 
is singular that the part of the Hiinmala (necklace of enow) best 
known to the ancient classical writers of our hemisphere, should 
have been Icnown by the name of “ Montes Parveti.” To con> 
dude this subject, Brahms is a celestial and omnipotent spirit; 
Vishnoo is the Preserver of the human race ; and Seva is the 
Destroyer, or Reproducer: the three form what we may call the 
Trinity of the Hindoos. 

At Ukra-Koth we picked up«the spare baggage which we 
had detached from Tiijogce on the 7th October, and on the 
12th we pursued our journey to Ookee-Muth, along a very 
beautiful road through forest and natural shrubbery, with 
occasional cultivation, the Mandagunee river rolling on below us 
on our left with ungovernable fury. A few miles from Ookee 
Muth we had to cross this river by a bridge of grass>ropes, the 
second we had met with in out journey. We had now become 
80 accustomed to nervous contrivances for grossing torrents, 
and 80 hardened to danger, that the passage over this net work 
afforded 'us an excellent opportunity for amusement. The 
swing in the centre instead of creating terror, had now become 
rather an acquisition, and met with every encouragement on 
our part. 

We considered ourselves dread-noughts, and, like children, 
laughed at all our former fears. We relieved the monotony of 
our afternoon's journey, by getting the hill man in charge of 
this jhoola to throw himself head foremost from the centre of it, 
inlb the mighty torrent below. He dived to admiration, and 
bad evidently been, in the habit of practising the feat for years 
back. We paid him about seven Rupees for crossing us with 
all our followers and baggage, including also the exhibition of 
the above mentioned spectacle, but after all I scarcely think we 
got the value of our money. Encamped in the evening at 
Ookee-Muth which is the head* quarters of the Archbishopric of 
Kedsrnath. Slere resides the Rawul, whose brother officiates 
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at the Kedarnath temple. The great dignitary visits it only 
once a year, and lives the restoi' the time at this place in a 
more genial climate. His palace is an immense edifice of 
stone witli a large court yard, in the centre of* stands a 

very pretty little teinpie. He no doubt lives on the fat of the 
land; there are immense flocks of sheep and herds of cattle 
scattered round about this little land of Goshen, and the 
villages are all cultivated. - He superintends the whole of the 
jagheer lands and villages belmiging to the Kedamath temple, 
and manages the Police and Commissariat departments, with 
the view of ensuring protection u* the lives and properties of 
the pilgrims, and supplies of f4>od all along the roads for the 
support of such as c*jii afford to purchase it. Found his 
eminence, the Hindoo Cardinal, a most particularly stupid 
blockhead, and a sad contrast to his intelligent brother of 
Kedamath, who, poor fchow, has to reside on the verge of eter* 
nal winter for ^eveti months in the year, and who is now, by 
some peculiarity in this elevated clhnate, fast becoming a 
victim to that most hideous disease, the goitre. It is really 
painful to see a fine«*looking, intelligent man sacrificing himself 
in administering the absurd idolatry of a creed in which he does 
not believe. 

On the 13th October we left Ookee-Muth. ascended and de¬ 
scended a variety of little valleys and glens of mountain tor¬ 
rents; breakfasted at a cascade near the Nustora Durrumssda; 
and ended our day’s journey by a long but rather gradual 
ascert up the Ton^nath mountain, during a hail storm w|pch 
we thought would never come to an end; pitching our tents at 
a height of nearly ten thousand feet above the sea and close to 
aDurmmsal, situated on a beautiful undulating lawn, inter¬ 
spersed with clumps of the most stately cedar firs and other 
fine trees, which gave the scene the appearance of the parks and 
domains of an English nobleroaiT. Many of the cedar firs were 
twenty-five feet in girtlu and upwards of two liundred in height; 
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and all kinds of pheasants were in abundance, but the severe 
•cold arising from the hail storm had driven them "to their roost- 
ing places, and we did not succeed in springing many of them. 

On the l^th October, ascended a few hundred feet to the top 
of the Pass which leads over the Tongnath mountain, then down 
the other side and on to Gubesur, another fat little bishopric 
belonging to the temples. Here is an iron pillar but nothing 
remarkable about it. 

On the 15th October, left Go*>esur and descended to the 
Vi^hnoo Gunga, ^sometimes, even up here, called the Aluk- 
nunda) which we crossed by a fine wooden bridge. This river 
b here rather larger than th^j Mandaguuee below Ookce-Muth, 
where we found the grass-rope bridge ; the w ater has a sin¬ 
gular whitish green colour, and the precipices overhanging are 
composed of a kind of marble looking lime-stone, in wliich 
there are thousands of bee hives, some in the rocks, and some 
hanging upi»n projecting points of them. On firing a gun here, 
the echo was most wonderful. VVe halted this day at the 
Pccpul-Koth Diirrumsala. . • 

On the 16th October, we continued our journey, as usual 
scaling up and down the ravines of all the tributary rivers of 
the Vishnoo Gunga. along the bank of which we were gradual¬ 
ly ascending towards Biidreenatli. Encamped at a place 
called Ilillum, a distance of about 15 miles from our morning’s 
starting point. 

On the 17 th of October, still onwards by the bank of tlic 
ri which, however, was generally one or two thousand feet 
below us, and after a journey or S miles we reached Josee 
Muth, the residence of the Arclibishop of Budreenath, and a 
large flourishing town for such a remote quarter of the nearly 
inaccessible Himmala. We were still two long journeys from 
the Budreenath temple, and had to make similar arrangements 
regarding our spare baggage* as we had done at Tirj{jgee. 
whenjn progress to Kedarimth. Here are very fine fountains. 
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and a brass statue of the Hindoo Mercury, wliicii I should say 
is not the manufacture of India, bat most probably an import¬ 
ation from the Greek Bactrian Empire, between which and the 
kingdoms on the Ganges there must have evidently been a 
much more extensive intercourse than history would lead us to 
believe. 

CONTENTS OF CHAFTEIl XI, 

Brass statue at Josee-Muth,—Splendid road.—Meeting of the waters._ 

Doolee river.—Horrible scenery.—Meet ng witli Chinese Tartars.—Proposed 
tour bye and hye.—I'emple of IJudreenath.—Height of table laud of Turtary. 
—Liberal religion. 

In my last I left off at Josee-^Iiifh, where I mentioned 
that there was a remarkable brass statue, apfiareiitly intend¬ 
ed to repre.sent the God Mercury; but some of the appen¬ 
dages to it do not warrant its being classed at all among tiie 
Hindoo Deities, indeed, it is ratber puzzling to imagine from 
wbat nation or people it could have had its origin. The 
figure is represented with a pair of wings—this wot^d so 
far identify it with the Greek Mercury ; there is also a kind 
of trident in the hand, and then comes-the puzzle of the 
Brahminical or sacerdotal thread (ralleel zennar, janwa, 
and sometimes jahnabi) which is pdrt of the statue, and has 
beenftst very correctly. These inconsistencies, and the 
mould of the fare, which is more Grecian than Hindoo in the 
features, lead me to suppose that an extensive friendly and 
coiuinorcial intercourse may have existed between the bill 
tribes of the Himrnala, and the ancient kingdom of Bactfia, 
and that ihe statue may have been cast there or in some other 
Greek colony ; the artist giving a little scope to his fancy in 
its execution, and thereby producing a figure half Greek and 
bait Hindoo. I am not aware of any Hindoo god in their 
whole Pantheon, having ever been represented with wings,* 


* It lias been pointed out to me, that one of the Hindoo gods is usually 
represeutod with vrings- . 
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and I do not belteve that such a work of art, small as it hi, 
could have been executed in India. The statue ia» always 
kept oriiannented with flowers, and is evidently an object of 
deep veneration amon^ the hill tribes and pilgrims. 

After completing’ the arrangements for supplies for three 
or four days, and the disposal of our spare baggage, we left 
Josee-Miitli on the 18th October. The first part of this 
day^s journey was a rather steep descent of about two miles 
to the Vislinoo Gunga ; a great part of the road consisting 
of a splendid stair-case of stone slabs firmly imbedded in 
the ground, and forming a series of flights of steps, the con¬ 
struction of which iiiiist Imve been attended with no small 
labour and expence ; but tlie temple of Budreenath is ricli 
and well able to pay for works of this description, which arc 
not only useful, but add greatly to its dignify and importance. 
In little more than half an hour we reached Vishnoo-Prag, 
the junction of the two large rivers, the Vishiiooand Doolee. 
Thiawneeting of the waters, like that of the Kedar Gun j;a 
and Balsookee already described, is a magnificent sight, aU 
though in characfer they are totally different ; indeed there 
is not one feature in common between them. Here the scen¬ 
ery IS without any forest trees to adorn it; and yoir could 
not imagine any thing more wild, more rugged, or mOTO un¬ 
earthly looking. A rock of enorinouR dimensions some 
years ago slipt down from a considerable height, and lodged 
in the channel of the Doolee river, which, with all its mighty 
torrent of water even in the rains, has been unable to re¬ 
move the mass, although there are two or three rents in it, 
caused by the concussion against the rocky channel. What 
a magnificent sight its fall must have been^! The obstacle in 
the bed of the torrent caused the destruction of the first 
bridge which was erected, and at present, a temporary one 
of the most frail and ricketty kind is substituted. We 
perifnced some rather nervous sensations in crossing it. 
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notwitltstanding our long practice. The Doolee is I think con¬ 
siderably larger than the Vislinoo Gunga, and is the longest 
branch of the Ganges. According to some tbeories, it ought 
therefore to take its rank, geographically, as the true Ganges. 
Our journey took us up the bank of the Vishnoo Gunga which 
we crossed about fire or six miles above the Prag, then along 
a splendid substantial road, consisting for a mile or two of 
flights of stone steps, which soon became more tiresome to us 
than the usual inclined planer* At some points the view is most 
terrific, and the scenery so hideous or what I should call 
ghastly, that I can compare it to notiiing else I have ever seen 
in the Himmala. If I was to try to convey any thing like an 
idea of the chaotic features of this glen to any one who has not 
seen it, I should say that it is worthy of being the avenue to 
the gates of the infernal regions ;—an idea which laid of and 
kept possession of my imagination, during our entire journey 
dlong it. I think if John ilunyan, the author af the Pil> 
grim’s progress, (I am a poor ^*ilgrim, at least one hundred 
degrees removed) had been an eye witness of it, he would 
have described the imaginary termination of the broad way 
which leads to destruction, with fearful truth. All I had ever 
seen, or heard described, as dreary and dismal, either in fic¬ 
tion or reality, fell far short of the prospect around us in this 
terrific defile, whose precipitous sides were iiometimes miles 
in height, aitd their nearly unfathomable ravines appeared 
like as if tliey bad been the path of all the earthquakes and 
other convulsions the globe has ever experienced in short, 
there is here a continuous development of geological won^ 
ders, of which 1 shall not attempt further description because 
I am unable to do them justice. Such scenery, notwitb- 
strmding its novelty, soon grew tiresome and monotonous, and 
we were very glad to get to our journey’s end a few miles 
l^eyond the village of Pundookesar, on an encamping ground 
known by the name of Choortee Chara. • , 
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We had snowy peaks on our rif^ht and on our left, anti 
before and behind us, as well as fresh snow faUin^ on them 
all, and gradually bringing the line of winter down to us, 
nearer and hearer every day. 

On the 19'h October we recommenced our journey along 

the banks of the river, which we crossed and recrossed several 

/ 

tunes; tvyice, at a fearful height above the water, on rather 
frail bridges, as usual without any parapet: after a dreary 
ascent of many thousand feet through scenery of almost the 
same unearthly character as yesterday, we at last came in sight 
of tiie far-famed temple of Budreenath. The scenery during 
this day’s journey had become so uninteresting that I repented 
having come onto Budreenath at all; there being, to all ap- 
pearance, nothing whatever to repay me for the severe labour 
undergone, or for the loss of valuable time which I was anxious 
to have at my disposal, to enable me to obtain a small collection 
of specimene of the beautiful pheasants aiwl other birds of the 
llimtiiala. On arriving however at the temple, a most unexpect¬ 
ed piece of good fortune turned up, and led to the opportunity 
of my witnessing a spectacle which very few of the travellers in 
these regions have had the luck to see. I found a large en- 
campment of Chinese Tartars had, two or three days previously, 
arrived at th^ town of Mana ; two miles above Budreenath. 
*3'hey had been (dundered of nearly all their property by the 
Siklis or Sings, who, during the summer of 1841, overran 1,500 
miles of Chinese Tartary, almost without resistance, and had 
fled to our territory for protection. How strange that, at tins 
very time, our fleets and armies were pursuing the same course 
(with the difference of our having justice on our side) on the 
eastern bound ^ry of the empire, as the Sikhs on the western ; 
and constant orders were being sent by the Emperor, on the 
Tibet viceroyalty, to summon to the defence of China proper 
the Tartar soUlicTs, of the identical same tribes who were now 
putting tUemuelves under our protecting wings to avoid the 
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barbarities of the Siogs or Sikhs. The nevs of our being at 
irar with China bad not reached these remote tribes, but they 
knew of the pressing indents of the Emperor for soldiers; and 
one of the Tartar Merchants remarked the absence of the usnal- 
Chinese vigilance and promptness in' their not having sent 
troops to exact vengeance of the Sikh invaders. 

By the aid of a Tartar Merchant who had occasiontdly visited 
our hill territories with Merchandize, and who could speak 
tolerably good Hindostaneef* I soon made myself at home 
among these wanderers, and passed several very pdeasant hours 
in their society, much edified by the i nteresting information I 
gleaned on all matters connected with their country and Oo> 
vernment. They are a set of merry joyous fellows, and the 
camp soon turned out the whole of its inhabitants of every sex 
and size; we enjoyed as you may suppose many a hearty laugh 
at each other’s peculiarities. There was one very respectable 
gentleman amoi\g them, a I/ama from the grand teffiple at To- 
ling. He appeared to be in good circumstances, and quite the 
scholar as well as the gentleman and soldier. He said the Tar¬ 
tar tribes could not withstand the Sikh invaders, for want of a 
leader. This was really and ever has been the case; the Tar¬ 
tars make good soldiers but Very bad generals, and when there 
have been a few exceptions, they have always been victorious. 
The conquest of Jenghis Khan ; the Tartar invasion of China, 
and that of Ncpaul, are instances of this ; and there are a few 
others of less importance. They wanted us to return to 
Tartary with them ; because I liad expressed my abhor* 
rence of the Sikh barbarities, and promised to fight to the 
last against them, assuring' me that every tribe far and near 
would congregate under our standard, if we would only head 
them as leaders. This idea was too ahfturd at such an ad* 
vanced period of tlie season, when the Passes were about 
being closed, to be entertained* but had*we been at Maiia 
somewhat earlier very little would have temptbd me t/) the 
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enterprizOj and It mi^ht have, faearen only knows, ended in 

our earning; for ourselv^es the rank of Mandtisins, with a 

M'liole string of buttons, &c. &c,! It must be recollected 

« 

that our Government had ordered the Sikhs (a remonstrance 
is quite equivalent to an order) to withdraw their troops 
from Chinese Tartary ; and that they had on one occasion 
plundered apart of our territories on the Kumaon frontier; 
so I do not believe I should have run the risk of their displea* 
sure. The TolingLama, after tfiir departure, obtained per¬ 
mission from the Kumaon authorities to reside at Alinora, 
till such time as he could return to his own country. * The 
'^ribet Government being at last alarmed at the progress of 
the Sikhs, smt an army under Chinese Officers which nearly 
annihilated them ; and during the present summer they not 
only recovered all the invaded territories, but drove the in¬ 
vaders back upon Ltfdakh itself, which at one time was very 
nearly beii^ added to the Chinese dominions. Negotiations 

^ This Lama after residing in Kumaon during the winter* returned to his 
eonutry accompanied by my friend Cuptain Weller of the Engineers ; but the 
institat they approached the hoandary of the Celestial Empire, at a height of 
17000 feet above the sea, iu the very heart of the everlasting snows and frosts 
of the Hitnmala, he became the genuine Tartar again j and got so dreadfully 
nervous at the idea of the responsibility of being accom.ianied by a European, 
that he fled in the middle of the night with all his followers. My friend 
however crossed the Pass, and came up with the Lama next day^ when, after 
sundry nervous negotiations, a separation took place, each pursuing the way 
to his own country. What an example does this afford of the respect paid to 
the Chinese Government by all its subjects, however distant from the Celes¬ 
tial City. Another eurii»tts and pleasing trait of Tartar character was wit¬ 
nessed by my friend, in the fact of several of the inhabitants of the country 
Waiting the return of their Luma, and bearing him gifts of rice, gliee, &c. &c. 
He had been absent almost a year, an»d they could have had no notice of his 
approach : they mast have acted on the conjecture, that, as the Sikhs had been 
drive from Tibet, their Lama would natarally return soon after the Hinunala 
passes were open. In Hindoostan, the first clever Gcuondrel or relation com¬ 
ing across any of his property, wouldmiost likely have taken possession of it, 
nnd cither wayol^jid and murdered the Lama, or sworn to his being an im- 
postor on his retvyn. 
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a:re noir said la be in prog:ress between the two nations, ab 
though the Lahore Durbar occasionally gives outa puflTofa 
victory obtained over the Chinese, which I do not believe. 

I received a most pressing invitation from the Lama and 
the Tartars to visit their country at some future opportunity, 
and I meditate the appropriation of the first leisure time at 
niy disposal to that purpose. A tour to Toiing, by tiie Mana 
Pass ; to the gold ruines.* the two great lakes of Manes and 
Rakhes ; and ^eu down to Lhassa the capital of the Inner 
Tibet (Chota Cheen) would repay all the toil and difficulties 
incurred in its accomplishment. You last year published 
my notes regarding iny meeting with the Tartars at Mans, 
and I Imve uothlhg further of interest to add. * This fortui¬ 
tous incident enabled me, in a few hours, to form a more 
definite notion of the extraordinary character of the Chinese 
Government, in the management of its distant dependencies^ 
than all the infomiation ,I bad ever gleaned ^rotu books 
on the subject. It would be impossible to * describe the love 
aitd respect these border tribes entertain for the Chinese or 
rather Tartar regime. Wtien [ was about to bid adieu to my 
Tartar friends, I informed them of our nation being-at war 
with Chii^a, and that probably at tlmt very moment Ghiriuk 
or Guiuak, was in our possession ! They remarked that our 
Government must be a good one, and they would be very 
happy to live under its protection, if we were to take posses¬ 
sion of China, instancing the fact of their having taken refuge 
within our boundary* and entertaining no fear of being 
plundered ; an event which they said must have been inevita¬ 
ble had they gone into the power of any other nation in Asia. 

Regarding Budreenath, 1 have little to sfty, as I already, 
when describing Kedarnath, entered into a short detail of all 
matters connected with the Hindoo Deities and their dwelling 

* Chapters 1st and 2ud, which, proper*/ speaking, belong to this portion of 
the “ Notes.” 
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places, and' need not inflict a repetition. The temple of 
Budreenath, which possesses no interrat for the traveller after 
seeing Kedarnatb, is dedicated to Visfanoo, who, under the 
name of Krishna, resides on the high con ical snoiry peak 
overlooking the little edifice. The small town of Mana is the 
most important object for attention ; but I formerly gave 
you a description of it, which you published. I have since 
found a few short remarks upon it, in a German standard 
work of Researches into the Aivtiquities &c,§of1lidia, which 
I here transcribe. 

“ It is here,’’ (i. e. near the sources of the different rivers 
which form the Ganges) “ in the heart of this Alpine country 

that we still find the abode of Brahmans, which we can 
“ scarcely consider as any other than their original seat, to- 
“ gether, witfat^e Temples of their Gods, snd the accompany- 
“ ing body of priests. At the cohfluence of two branches of 
“ the Ganges stands the holy city of Deva Prag inhabited by 
“ Brahmans. Further on we find the temple of Budreenath 
“ which is very opulent, and said to h^ve upwards of seven 
“ hundred flourishing villages dependent on the high priest. 

“ To the same dignitary belongs also the commercial town of 
“ Msna, w’hich contains fifteen hundred inhabitant^of Tartar 

extraction and is situated on the high road to Cashmire and 
“ little Tibet, but is however, only habitable in summer, owing 

to the snow under which it is covered during the remainder 
“ of the year.” 

This description, which you will observe coincides with the 
one 1 sent you last year, was taken I believe principally from 
the reports of Captains Webb and Raper, the first Europeans 
who ever visited Mana in our times. I have been told that 
one of the Assistants in the Survey, conducted by these offi- 
cers, was sent to ascertain the height of Mana Pass, and found 
its crest or ridge to be the astonishing elevation of eighteen 
thousand feet itbove the sea; yet for some months it is a com- 
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mon thoroughfare for Booties and Tartars. I find, how. 
ever, I made a^nistake in my former description to you, re* 
garding the elevation of the table land of Tartary beyond the 
Pass. I estimated it at only thirteen thousand . feet above the 
sea, but 1 have since been assured on the best authority, (Mr. 
B, of Kumaon) and am now convinced, that it must be nearer 
fifteen thousand, which will also be about the height of Manes 
Surowur, and Rakhes Surowur, in which the Sutledge has its 
source. *f‘' • 

At Biidreenath, as at Kedarnath, I was very much amused 
with the liberality of the Brahmins in their religious views. I 
happened to get two old gentlemen of that faith, dependents 
of the higli priest, to accompany me to Mans, and in the 
course of conversation, after their describing to me the superb 
temple of Toling which they had gone to see years be¬ 
fore, and of which they spoke with raptures, I happened to 
ask them if they had made their prostrations, offerings (dursun) 
to the idol in that edifice, and they confessed to having done 
BO, without any hesitation. I thought to myself that, after 
such an indulgence, they might just as well go to prayers with 
the red Indians, or the people of Timbuctoo ; for the Toling 
temple is dedicated to Budha, and the Tibetans are amongst 
the strictest votaries of that creed, which is held in detestation 
by the Brahmins of the plains of India. The permission given 
by the Buddhist creed for the use of animal food, is alone sufiS- 
cient to make it an abhorrence in the eyes of the bigotted 
Brahmins. The mountain air, however, at an elevation of 
eleven or twel ve thousand feet, seems to neutralize most com¬ 
pletely the rancour of religious bigotry. I suppose it gets 
cooled down to the freezing point and never again recovers its 
warmth. 1 wish the general assembly of the Kirk of Scotland 
could be located here for a year; the small village of Bah- 
munee near the Budreenath temple, would, I doubt not, feel 
highly honored by a visit from their High Mightinesses., 
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About two miles from Mana, on a minor stream, there is st 
cataract, one complete unbroken cascade, of a thousand feetiu 
height, called Bun.soodara, 1 looked at it through a very 
good telesco^pe, but the water was frozen, ami I did not there¬ 
fore pay it a visit. We were a fortnight too late in the season, 
and kept iii constant alarm of the snow falling heavy and 
blockading us within the bosom of the snowy range ; an alarm, 
you may suppose, not dispelled by the priest informing us that, 
if it did set in, of which there was every indication, we tiiigln 
expect a fall of not less than five or six feet in depth. As the 
clouds were threatening us in every direction, we started off on 
our return homewards, on the afternoon of the 20th, and late 
in ihe evening we reached the village of Pundookesar, where 
we encamped for the night. 

Contents of ciiapter xii. 

Leave Josec-Muth.—Dangerous bridge.—Performance on it of two 
hill ponies.—Reflections on natural geology.—Mirg —Gigantic ce dars. 
— Beautiful village.—Chicorc shooting.—Pheasant s hooting.—Fine park 
scener}\—Pilkoonta mountain Pass.—Magnificent view.—Herd of wild 
goats.*—Dangerous fit of epilepsy.—Storm of rain and snow.—Singular 
appearance of the line of snow.—Scarlet pheasant shot.—Dogs and 
pheasants.—Arrive at a resting place.—Swarms of Moonal pheasants. 

On the 21st October we paid our second visit to Josec 
Muth, which we had left on the 18th, ami where we had ar¬ 
ranged finally to leave the Pilgrim’s road, and dive into the 
forest wilds around the huge detached mass of snowy moun¬ 
tains known by the name of the Pilkoonta range, with the 
intention of having a week’s pheasant shooting at the first good 
ground with which we might fall in. Pilkoonta mountain 1b a 
kind of spur shooting out frcMti the great chain, from which it 
is in a manner separated by deep vallies, and the ravines cut 
out by the mountain torrents. 

I vas near forgetting to say that we witnessed an extraordi- 
nary^performfiiice by two hill ponies, (_ghoonts) which my com- 
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panions had purchased from the Tartar Merchants. They 
had to cross the Dooiee river* at Vishnoo Prag, on the 
bridge already mentioned, vrliich consists of two thin spaitt 
of fir with small branches or twigs fastened- across them; 
4he interstices between each forming a sort of series 
of skylights, through which the foaming torrent below 
appears to most provoking advantage, and affording 
nhundant room for a ^^horse s leg to get entangled. 
These two lit tie ponies passed fearlessly along, planting each 
loot invariably on the centres of the round branches, all the 
while the bridge, from end to end, being in a state of vibration 
up and down, and horizontally like a slack rope when danc^ 
ed upon. 

Thero is no part of llie llinimala where better illustrations 
of some of tiic modern geological theories of th^-carth can be 
found, tlmn on the banks of the Dooiee and Vishnoo Gnnga, 
The de*jtruction of elevated .mountain tracts, bv the rivers to 
which they give rise, is here mgre clearly indicated than on 
any otiier spot I have secai. The erosion of the rocky moun« 
tains on both banks, bv the action of the runninsf water, 
ran liere be traced back for ages, by the distinct trar?/ap^ 
pcaraiice into which the face of the rocks has been worn. At 
a height of many hundred feet above the present channel are 
found, ^and, 1 doubt nut^ at many tliousands the same thing 
would be found, if followed up,) the peculiar marks and ii^. 
regular indentations produced by the continual agitation of 
waves against a facing of solid stone, as in the bed where 
the water now runs. Hounded stones and riversandare 
also found at a great height above it, in long sloping layers, 
iieC running at right angles to the iimin stream, but parallel 
to it; shewing that they were not deimfiited by any of the 
minor tributaries, all of wluch fall down the hill sides straight 
forward, without even a yard of level ground in their entity 
channel from top to bottotn 
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The solid matter once contained in all the tremendous 
chasms of the flimmala, cut out by the recession of the rivers, 
thereby the deepening of their beds, has been carried to the 
sea, and bah principally contributed to form that part of the 
plains of India, which may properly be called the Delta of 
the Ganges. It is only reasonable to suppose that, once on a 
time, the sea extended to the base of the Hiuiraala mountains; 
and, from the allove mentioned traces, to infer that the whole 
tract, when first formed, must Lave been in a manner an ir¬ 
regular and extensive table land, which by the destructive 
action of the rivers, became in course of time intersected 
with the tremendous ravines that now divide one range from 
another, and one mountain into a hundred. All the louse 
soil and softer rocky formations have thus been long ago car¬ 
ried away by the innumerable torrents, and little remaitis but 
the harder strata and the firm soils ; the first protected in the 
upper ranges by the everlasting snow, and_ the last, by the 
roots of the forest trees, shrubs and grasses, as well as 
the artificial terraces of the liubaiulman, wherever there is culti¬ 
vation. When these terraces are abandoned fora few years 
all trace of them disappears, and the mountain side becomes 
cut up into ravines. The mountainous parts of Pales tine are 
illustrations of this: in the time of the Jews it was celebrated 
for fertility, now it is not only a wilderness ; but the soil itself 
indicates barrenness, because the fertile stratum has been car¬ 
ried away by the erosion of water. The astonishing progress 
made, even in the plains of India, by asinall stream’s recession, 
and the consequent formation of a ravine in a beautiful level 
tract of country, is familiar to all; and when we look at the 
insignificance of the agents in this case, and their comparative¬ 
ly irresistible power in the Hituinala, we need not be surprised 
attlie rapid formation of tlie Delta of the Ganges, The 
process is still in operation,—‘•every stream, both paifent and 
tribi^fary, is a sure destroyer, although of course now slow 
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compared to what they were immediately after the great con¬ 
vulsion of the 'earth which led to the formation of these 
mountains. The Sandheads, however, situated in the Bay^^ 
Beng'al, have been extending* even within tire nSemory of 
man ; and it is not hazarding a very wild opinion to say 
that, in all likelihood, the lapse of a few centuries may see 
them joined' to the tract called the Soonderbuns, thereby 
forming a part of the continent of India ; and the fresh depos¬ 
its of the Ganges will then be carried out farther into the sea 
to lay the foiuidation of a new set of sandy islands which, 
again, may, in time to com be subject to a similar change. 
There were, in the daysofHomrr, islands near the mouth of 
the Nile, which now, beytnid all doubt, form part of the main 
land ; oneof them, of which I at present forget rlie name, is 
recorded as being a dav’s sail from t!ie shore. At the mouth of 
the Mississippi many half floating islands are now forming, 
which in time must join with frlie Continent. In thcwSt. Law¬ 
rence river in North Ameri< a, ,the rockv formations in the line 
of its bed are of a durable cliar.'ic(iM% and it has been estimated 
that the time employed in the recession of the falls of Niagara 
from lake Ontario to lake Erie is al)unf live thousand years. 

As my remarks aye now, however, verging on the illustration 
of some of the modenr geological tlioories, into wliich it was not 
my intention to eater in these brief and liastily tlirown together 
notes of a jouraev, undertaken more from cariosity and love of 
travelling than for scientific pursuits, I shall conclude with a 
few remarks by way of recommendation to any futu: e traveller, 
who may perhaps now and then he induced to tread in iny steps, 
to endeavour to obtain a sufficient intimacy with the dements 
of this new science, to enable him to comprehend tiie wonderful 
formation of the earth, making its details intelligible to him- 
sdf, and reducible in his uw'ti mind to some one of the numer¬ 
ous theories to which rational speculation has given ri'^o; at the 
same time avoiding chose which have originated ia dogmi^tiral 
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scepticism. Geology is a science which, by bringing to light 
facts of the most startling description, bccanie fashionable in 
Ipie hands of both designing and foolish sceptics in religion, as 
all auxiliary for attempting the overthrow of the short, simple, 
and dignified account in the Pentateuch by Moses, of the Crea¬ 
tion of the World. It is now fast passing through this criti¬ 
cal stage, and, before long, will no doubt take its rank as an 
inductive science. Many of the first sceptical geologists, in cul¬ 
tivating the science, started with the belief or assumption that 
the facts developed must necessarily be at variance with the 
Mosaic account of the creation; and some few of them, after 
long groping in the dark for the light of truth, arrived at the 
conclusion that all the apparent inconsistencies admitted of 
being reconciled. How much better it would have been to 
have started in the search unbiassed and impartial, L e. with 
HU impression of the truth of the Mosaic account, wliicii. they 
might h<«ve recollected, w'as not written as a treatiM* to en¬ 
lighten students in Geology, hut to inform the human race 
by whom the world and all it contains was created. There 
can be little doubt now of the wholesome progress which 
the science of Geology is making, and ere long, it is to be 
hoped, the vast mass of facts bearing on jts right illiiKtration 
may be arranged in such a manner, as to separate the genuine 
ore from the dross. Hitherto, its enthusiastic followers have 
generally arranged themselves into one of two parties ; either 
the one which perverts the partial knowdedge gained, to turn 
the Mosaicacccnint of the creation into ridicule; or vice versa. 
In the Mosaic account there is, in reality, scarcely a single 
fact asserted which can go either to prove or disprove mo¬ 
dern Geology, wdtli the exception of one regarding the non¬ 
existence of rain at the time of the creation of man. After 
alluding to there being no rain, the sacred Historian says: 
** but there w’ent up a mist from the eartii, and w atered the 
w hole face of the ground.” If the sceptical Geologists had 
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been able to<bring tbeir theories and discoveries to over¬ 
throw this recorded fact, tliey might have congratulated 
themselves on their system ; button the contrary, aualyticsd 
reasonititr, on the mass of facts now collected in*ai(l of the 
science in general, tends to prove, almost beyond a doubt, that 
the shell of earth at that period must have been in such a 
state, and could not have been in any other, as to render the 
formation of clouds in the atmosphere an impossibility; 
hence the mist watered the yhole face of the ground, i,e^ 
the evaporation of water in vapour from the earth, and its al¬ 
most instantaneous condensation and return to it, in a liquid in 
particles so minutely divided as to resemble smoke ratiier than 
rain, irrigated the ground as effectually as the plentiful peri¬ 
odical showers of the post-diluvian world* 

The sacred author of the Pentateuch could scarcely be ex¬ 
pected to have recorded tliis fact as a Geologist; he must 
have done it either by inspiration, or on traditional authority ; 
and if by the latter, only, then it is very strong collateral proof 
of the truth of every thing else he has written. Having during 
the whole of my journey, felt the want of a little more know- 
ledg'c of Geology, I should take care not to undertake another 
without trying to remedy that defect, by which Imlfthe interest 
of one’s travels is lost.* 

At Josee-Muth, there is a road to the Neetee Gliati branch¬ 
ing ofTfroai that of the Pilgrims, and I intended to visit this 
Pass had we been able to start on our travels a little earlier. 
There exists a considerable trade across it with Tartary, in 
wool, grain, salt, &c., and the village of Neetee is to the Nee¬ 
tee Gliali, what the small town of Mana is to the Pass of that 

name, viz., a summer commercial entrepot. I heard that 

» 

many refugee Tartar families, expelled from their country by 
9 the Sikhs, had also congregated around Neetee, as well as 


* 'I'h© )»Uer part of these remarks were saggested to me by a paper on 
Geology, 1 happoa^d to see last year, writtoa by Captain Ifutton, I i^iuk. 
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Mana. After some little difficulty in selecting a path towards 
our future wanderings, we proceeded in the direction of the 
Pilkoonta mountain, via Raegaon, a small village near Josee 
Muth, and hfter a walk of five or six miles encamped near the 
village of Mirg. Here there are a few clusters of gigantic 
cedar firs (deodar) most of them about twenty-five feet in 
girth, and upwards. 

The next morning (the 22nd October) we made a short 
journey of six or seven miles totWe village of Toongasee, which 
lies embosomed, as it were, among the mountains in a very 
lovely situation. Deep forest surrounds it at some distance io 
almost every direction ; the hillsides slope gently down towards 
it, and, in the vicinity of the village, they are rich with cultiva- 
vation. They give rise to innumerable springs, wiiicli descend 
into the beautiful little valley in many rills of water, clear as 
crystal, Avliicb at pleasure can be turned into every field for the 
purpose of irrigation, or used fuu the rude mills for grinding 
the corn. Two or three miles below the village. Hows the Doolee 
river, whose unceasing roar falls distinctly on the ear in the still 

of the evening, and the glen or gorge wliich leads up to the 

$ 

Neetee Pass, is visible for a long distance into thesnow'y range. 
The cliicore were swarming in every field and on the bill sides, 
wliich for some hours echoed to the reports of our guns. Our 
shootitig, however, was most infamous, fur after all our exer¬ 
tions Ave did not get above three or four brace. The birds never 
got up in covies of less than half a dozen, and sometimes by 
twenties and thirties, which, as is often found to be the 
case, jnitnsofi our shooting most effectually. Very good 
honey is generally produced in abundance at Toongasee, 
but season, the hives were a total failure. 

On the moriitnix of the 23rd October, we left Toongasee and 
ascended the Pilkoonta range through a continued forest, 
which, in addition to the usu£rl variety of beautiful trees, con¬ 
tained an imaiense number of the filbert and walnut, of a 
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large size, covered with nuts. These were the only good 
filberts I had ever seen in these hills in such abundance, tne 
fruit being all sound, instead of worm eaten as is generally 
the case. The monkies ap|>cared||o be in thousands, and all 
collected to stare at us with astonishment; putting me in 
mind of schoolboys let loose for a hofiday. As we gradually 
ascended, the sounds of our old friends the Moonal pheasants 
were occasionally heard and we shot a brace of male birds. 
At a height of about eleven thousand feet above the sea, we 
emerged from the forest, on one of those indescribably 
beautiful open glades, which we occasionally fall in with 
in the rugged Hinimala, and which by the strong contrast with 
the savage grandeur around them, fix themselves on one’s 
memory, like bright island spots in the wide and dreary ex¬ 
panse of the ocean, in the recollection of the mariner. This 
undulating lawn possesses more than usually interesting 
features, because, oji the brow of the overhanging«inountain, 
the fine forest continues for several hundred feet, till it ends 
in a belt of the lovely green rhododendron (of the stunted 
kind) from which, in ascending, you emerge at once upon the 
white snow ; it, again, is variegated with patches of light 
brown grass, and jdark coloured moss, wherever there are 
springs of water. Scarcely any of the bleak shapeless rocks 
and frowning precipices which are so common in the Himmala, 
break in upon the view. I twice ascended to the snow in the 
course of the day, and could not help running and skipping 
about upon it, even without any object in view', except that it 
was so delightful to get a sheet of level or gently sloping 
ground covered over, ^at we could not fail to enjoy it. We 
also beat up the belt of rhododendron in search of the scarlet 
pheasant, of which we saw traces about here. This bird is 
sometimes called the Argus, and sometimes the scarlet breast¬ 
ed or spotted pheasant. I belieVe, however, it more properly 
belongs to the turkey tribe than to the pheasaift. We .were 



pilgrim’s wanbbrings 


94 « 

uuauccessful in springing* iiny, and concluded that the late 
repeated falls of siiow' had driven them down to the lower 
parts of the forest. Large flocks of sheep are brought to this 
glade in sufnmer^ for the (^rpose^of grazing, and we found 
some of the shepherds’ temporary sheds still standing, with an 
abundant supply of dry ^ood for fuel. The people of our 
camp, mustering about a hundred men, by way of having a 
lark, took it in to their heads to roll an enormous fir tree, 
which had withered and fallen,jVom the edge of the forest 
into the centre of the lawn close to our tents, and heaping 
overitloads of dry branches they set fire to it, and lighted 
up such a blazing bonfire as, 1 dare say, the genii of the 
mountains around never before witnessed. It lasted the whole 
niglit, and was very welcome to us all, for the frost was 
intense and the thermometer lower than it had yet been 
during our journey. 1 called this lovely spot “ Koolara 
Park;’ » 

On the 24jth October we left our splendid domain at 
Koolara, to ascend and cross the range above us by the Pass 
of that name. This led us over one of the shoulders of the 
Pilkoonta range, ata height of more than tv^Ive thousand 
feet above the sea. The view in every direction is most 
magnificent, bearing a resemblance 1o that which I have 
already described as visible from the highest point of the 
Pooaree range, above the village of Tirjogee. Ineed not 
therefore repeat it again ; one description will answerforboth- 
From the crest of the Pass we had a steep descent first by a 
tiresome zigzag on thebare mountain side, and then from the 
limit of the forest line, under the shade of the usual variety 
of fine trees, down to a small torrent of the purest water. 
Here we breakfasted, and again started on our ascent to a con¬ 
siderable height, till we reached a Pass leading * across anoilier 
slioulder of the Pilkoonta range, at the highest point of which 
we c^me in si^ht of the small village of Pana, situated in a 



IN TUB llIMMAl/A, 


95 


valley far belovr, something similar to Toongasee above deSi^ 
cribed, but much inferior in point of surrounding scenery. We 
saw numbers of moonal pheasants to-day, and*one or two were 
shot by my companions, but they fell over sucfi precipices 
that it was iaipossible for any one to reach them. This was a 
long and laborious day’s journey, and we did not reach the 
village of Pana till late in the afternoon. There is an extensive 
valley around it with agoefd deal of cultivation which can be 
irrigated thoroughly from thS many little rivulets ; there is 
also fine honey produced abundantly in good seasons. We left 
it on the morning of the 25th October, and descended to a fine 
stream called the Bireh, wliicli unites with the Alukiiunda be- 
tween Gobesur and Punkce-Miith, where wc had formerly 
crossed it on the 15th October. Just before rcachino- the 

o 

river banks wc espied a large herd of wild goats, in an appar¬ 
ently inaccessible situation, on elifis, to our eyesight, mathema- 
tically porpeiuliQular, an<i yo( on our opening uur rifle tire upon 
them, they jumped and skipped and scampered off* in every 
direction, with as much ease and indifference to danger as a 
herd of antelopes in the plains. Some of them had very narrow 
escapes, and would have fared badly had we been nearer them, 
hut they were beyynd range, and of course our chance of killing 
one very slender. The whole herd had been down, only a few 
minutes before our arrival, to drink at the river, which made 
iheir liair-breaddi escape from us the more tantalizing. We 
breakfasted on the river bank, and then commenced the ascent 
of the north side of the Uamnee Goonee range of mountains. 
Soon after starting, one of my companions was seized with a ve¬ 
ry severe epileptic fit, in a narrow path and in a most dangerous 
situation. We soon succeeded in recovering him, but he re¬ 
mained in a weak state for some days. Wc encamped about half 
way up this range of mountains, in a deep forest, with rain and 
hail and snow falling. In the ev'ening the clouds cleared away, 
and shewed the forest on the mountains above us* which we had 


4 
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to cross next day, covered over with a canopy of snow. The 
distinct limit at which the snow ceased to shew itself on the 
treeSy was a remarkable sight; the shades of the whitened and the 
dark green forest did not mingle gradually into each other, as 
you might expect, but all at once, as if a mathematically 
straight line had been drawn, the one ceased abruptly and the 
other took its place. This may he owing to tiie different stra¬ 
ta, and the regular succession of different trees in distinct belts, 
every separate specieshaving its ftwn particular favourite eleva¬ 
tion ; and some kinds of them, as well as of the strata of 
rocks, having more capacity for retaining heat sufficient 
\'i melt the snow than others; or, in otl»er words, tlicir 
electrical actions or influences are different. At the com¬ 
mencement of tlie lino of separation between the tree retain¬ 
ing the snow and where it had totally melted, the forest was 
quite as white as the summit of the ridge, nearly two thousand 
feet higher up. 

Tlie laorning of the 26(h Octt>ber was i)right and clear and 
cheerful, the sun rising in un uiidouded liriuumeiit, and we 
started in unusually good spirits, not a little heightened by the 
sounds which greeted us on every side, the moonal and koklass 
pheasants all chattering, as if they were ,Ij Iding a jubilee. 
During'the ascent of the ridge and descent on the opposite side, 
we shot one of the scarlet or Argus plieasants, and about half 
a dozen of the Moonal or golden. One of my companions had a 
dog who had trained himself to delight in putting tlieui up, 
and we witnessed a strange incident showing the strong dislike 
these birds have to the canine race. The spaniel sprang a hen 
moonal which, aftei a few angry screams, flew into a tree 
a short distance from where we stood. 'J'he hiul had 
no attention to spare for us, so we remained quite un« 
noticed while she was occupied in watching with her 
eye the movements of poor* Dasli, who had disturbed her 
tnoraing’s fetd. The shrill cries of displeasure continued 
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for some time, and at last one of my companions? went nearly 
under the tree and fired, knocking off lots of feathers. We ex¬ 
pected every moment to see her fail stone dead, but, insteavl <ff 
that, she gave liersclfu good shake, and rccoinmonccd her 
sharp screams at the obnoxious fimr-footed offender below, till 
another shot brought li(»r down ; a specimen of what I should 
call an uncommonly plucky j)lioasant, and wliicdi I believe I 
have in my colleclion at the jiresent nioment. I have seen a 
koklass pheasant all but atiacl^ a dog who h.id (li«turhed luai. 
TIio gauie-lookiuL'^ little fellow' jumped up a few hud intoa 
tree*, anti, determined apparently to shew ii ^ht, he put np liis 
plumage and tuft on the head like a snarling cur when pn-par- 
ing foreoujbat wdth his Iirethren, aiid feinted to peck and dart 
at the offender with might and main, screaming and chat' 
ter-ng, until tlic gun put an end to the strife. 

On d‘^scending the south of the Raranec Goonee ridge 
about a, thousand foot, wo came upon a beautihil spot for our 
oncampiiig ground. It was one of the small lawns already 
<leM*,ril>od, situated on the margin of the forest. Tliis spot on 
our arrival was swaiiinng with the nioonal pheasants, which 
were ri'^ing every wlierc like snipe out of a jheel, f)at all he- 
yond rau‘ 4 'e of tLv gun. We saw, however, sunli a good 
pro'^^pect of sport liereabouts, that w’'c determined on halting 
four or five days, and made our arrangements accordingly. 

C<WTi:NTSt or CHAPTEU XIII. 


Pliea‘?aut shooimg. — BirU sji.'cjokjiis. —Well supplied lardor,—Dctielency 
the “ rosy.’’—Gin made a Mdostitiite.-—LetWe llie game preserves.— Naii- 
dakiiee bridge.—Melaneholy accident —The beautil’.il Pindur rivto*.—Pleasinir 
cKaracter of the natives.—hoveJy scenery,— Walk of nearly .'50 miles.—Som- 
esur.—Its b(?autiejOh“Cherry trees in blossom.—Narrow escape of a hiU-mau 
<'arrying a gun.—-Arrival at llawulWagh,'—Almora. 

We rernsuned at our eiicampiii^ ground above the vil¬ 
lage of Ramnee Goonee, from tlie twenty-sixth to the thir¬ 
tieth of Oct., and altliough our sport among ^he phesifant* 

M 
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was not eqvial to what we expected,ati 11 we enjoyed it greatly- 
1 prepared here nearly a dozen beautiiul specimens of the 
inoonal; which, considering that not more than half the birds 
shot are fit for pmscrvatiou, owing to the skins and plumage 
getting injured l)y the fall of such a heavy bird among stones, 
I looked upon /is a fair remuneration. There is a plant w ith 
a sbft aromatic root, growing in abundance on the open ground 
where wc were encamped, which must be a great favourite 
with these birds, for even the sight of our tents and the col¬ 
lection of people about us, did not deter them from coming out 
ofthe forest in sigikt of all, and following their usual occupa- 
rion of digging. We had now so much game in our camp 
that wc were becoming fastidious in its cookery, and beginning 
to exercise our iuji^)nuity in adding to its natural qualities by 
the aid^of the art, cuisine. 

Alter giving several iniportant experiments fair trial, weeame 
to the conclusion tl»at the Moonal jdieasant ought first to be 
skinned, then kept for three or four days, and lastly stutfed 
with rice and boiled ; not too little or too much, but exactly as 
it ought to be; this can only to be acquired by practice. If you 
can attlie same time sport an English hermetically sealed 
ham along with the boiled inoonal, then I^can promise you 
that you will ever afterwards hold turkey and ham at a dis¬ 
count, A kind of Dominie SHiiipsou soup made of inooual, 
koklass, cliicore, and snow pigeon, all cut up, boiled to rags 
Avitli sundry other spicy ingredients, and smoking our little 
tent with its savoury steam, was a dangerous rival to the first 
mentioned dish; particularly when the evenings waxed *a 
little cold, and we could not, like the Yankees, get the thermo- 
meter to regulate the weather exactly to Disliking. The 
man that could not dine off either of these inventions I would 
sincerely despise ;aye, even if he had not a drop of the 
“ rosy"’with which to dilute* them. Our “rosy” had dege- 
iiemted quitd to the level of Dick Swiveller’s ; we had neither 



IN THK RtMMALA. 


99 


beer, wine, nor brandy, and tbe only remaining compound in 
which we could pledge each other, was a mixture of— 
horrible to relate !—gin, not UoUanda-^or (reneva, but re¬ 
gular thorough-bred blue ruin, and the water of the Ramnee 
Gooiiee ridge. We did not, like Dick, need the rosy to pro¬ 
duce the balmy, the treading the Maxy (forests in this in¬ 
stance) never failed to produce it. During one of iny ex¬ 
cursions upwards into the'forests hereabouts, I lost iny way 
in a jungle of reedy bamboos^ known by tbe name and 

did not succeed foruiany hours in tinding a path leading in 
the direction of our camp. The trees w^ere all covered more or 
less with snow which the siui was melting,and this nnide^y 

situation most uncomfortable, for no ordinary fall of rain 
. « 

could have dreiiohecl ino more thoroughly than this half freez 
ing shower bath. The scarlet breasted pheasant must be in 
great numbers in these rungal forests, for the secluded parts 
of it were all dog* up by tlie’tn for roots, exactly aS if an in- 
nunieral)lelierd of wild hogs had been at work. As you can 
only see a few yards before yon in tlfis jungle, and every step 
yon take is heard, owing to the rattling of the bamboos, there 
no chance whatever of gettijig a sight of them. The Raixi- 
nec 0fooiiee rang«joins the snowy range, of wliicli it is, in 
Aiet, a ramiheation. 


On the J3()th October we struck our tents, and we may say 
left the snowy range, where we had now been for a month, 
descending to the village of Ramnee; then on, via Kooinjuk, to 
a village called Banjbagur, near which we encamped. There 
was nothing of interest during today’s journey with tlie ex¬ 
ception of our crossing the stream called the Nandaknee, 
where a young lady. Miss Salmon, met her melancholy death 
many years ago. The brjdge was of the usual construc^tion in 
Kumaon ; two spars of fir, four or five feet apart, thrown 
across the river, with planks nailed down to them ; and where 
spars aro of any considerable length, ofeourse^the spring in 
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the centre is great, so much so that cattle have sometimes 
been thrown offiti walking across. Miss Salmon, and, I be- 

lievo, a Major II-in crossing, began very iinprudentlv to 

amuse themselves with its elasticity, when, shocking to relate, 
withone crash the entire bridirc fell into the river, Maior 

ti 

H. was iinijiediately washed ashoro, and Miss Salmon wa'< 
swept down nearly two miles Avliero her remains were 
found. The river, T boliove, was at the time much swollen 
by rain, and shooting along its howy bed with the sw'jffness 
of a rocket ; the escape even of Major H, was, therefore, al¬ 
most miracnlous. With the recollection of such a dread- 


termination of a pleasure trip, this spot possessed a mei- 
aneludy interest, and I could not helj) lingering about it, 
and falling info a train of meditations on flic uncertainty of 


human life. None could havtj anhcipated that this human 


being, xvho isad seen the morning* arise in all its 
was luted nev^T again to sec the fall of the *^ had 


i>rightness, 
es of even¬ 


ing. To think that the frame which, that morning, was an¬ 
imated with life and spirit should in a few short niinufes 
have hocn shattered into an almost shapeless mass of clay. 


gives rise to many sorrowful relloclions; and vet, 

•« 

says, If one deliberate wish expressed in solemn 
“ above this bed could call her hack to life, wU'n h of us 



“ dare to uUer it.’^ 


The subject brings to niy recollection his pathetic deserip- 
tion of poor Nellis death. “ She was d^^ad. Dear, o’cntle 
“patient, noble Noll was dead. Her little bird—a poor 
“ slig^ht thing the pressure of n iino'(*r would have crushed, 
“ was stirrinjr nimbly in it’s ca<^e ; and the strotijr heart 
“ of its child mis(ress was mute and motionless for ever.” In 
all probability the above melanchojiy catastrophe, the work 
of one single instant, made many a heart heavy for weeks 
and months, but such is our'tenure of life. There was not 
a hiftnan being in ow camp mustering a hundred souls who 
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had not every single day,aye, every single liour <luring the 
course of our journey been exposed lu dangers apparently 
far more iminiiient, but the wlreel of time had not yet mark.* 
ed off the length of our course, and therefore were pro¬ 
tected against them all. 

Leaving Banjbagur on the morning of the 30lh October, 
we crossed a rather high mountuin ridge and clesceiided to 
a village called Simkoth, where we halted fur (he r4‘st of the 
day. Here one of uiy couipanions shot some very fine 
snipe, larger and differing in jdumago from the snipe of the 
plains. They look more like woodcock than snipe and 
j)robably are a mixture of botli, 

Ou the 1st November wo made a long' day’s journey 
throiigli a tolerably Mell cultivated country, ascfuiding and 
dcsctnuling as ^nal (ill we reached the banks of the riiulnr, 
a magiiiticent streuiu, and the last of the great rivers (or 
'‘‘mall cither, I believe) lhf\t are tributary to tUn, Ganges, 
which we had to cross. It tltjw.s quietly and majestically 
along a wdde valley, rich with cultivation, and it cLnms the 
Jionotir of having its source in the highest mountain in the 
w«#rld, but one. It flows out of the glaciers of the Nundee 
Devi mountain, and its towering competitors ; two of them 
rear their heads twenty-six thousand feet al>uve llie*sea, and 
are only out rivalled by oue peak, to the eastward in Nepal, 
called Dewalgiri, which is said to he twenty*seven thou¬ 
sand. * 

1 had always read a good deal about the good qualities of 
the hill inlmbitants of the province of Kuniaoii which we had 
now fairly entered. Of their general character^ for hospitality, 
genuine natural politeness, and docility, I had heard much 
and was disappointed altogether in regard to the Ramnce 
Goonee villagers, who were, in my opinion, directly the re¬ 
verse in every feature. During*thc two last day’s journey a 
most pleasing change had taken place, and the tiispositityi of 
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(he people seemed to change fm* the better, in the same ratio 
as the change in the aspect of the scenery, from wild grandeur 
to the more softened and variegated hill and dale and increas¬ 
ed cultivation. At the end of almost every lane which led 
from a village to the main road, a man from it was posted with 
a fo/a full of milk, which he never failed to press upon our 
acceptance with the most gentlemanly courtesy, and was d- 
ways unwilling to accept of any remuneration. 1’licse things 
Appear trivial at first, but tliey afte <iften an index of greater, 
of th^ rationale of which we may be in j)erfect ignorance ; just 
as a tuft of down or a few grains of dust thrown up, indicate 
the direction of the wind, when it is too gentle to be percepti¬ 
ble to any of our senses. 

Regarding the inhabitants of the different hill territories, 
through which my present journey has led I have been 
nearly silent, but at the end of these my notes, I intend de¬ 
voting one^jr two columns to the subject, by way of general 
remarks. I should have entered at some length ^into an ex¬ 
amination of the character of the people of Kumnoti, and the 
working of our umuldaree of the Province, but for two rea¬ 
sons. First, because there arc and have been so many gentle¬ 
men of undoubted ability and industry employed in adminis- 
tering our laws to our hill subjects, and who have been and 
are so intimately conversant with their true character and so¬ 
cial constitution, that any description I could give from the 
gleanings of only two month's experience, must be nearly des¬ 
titute of value. This, I hope, in due time may be remedied, 
as tliere is every prospect of Kumaon and I getting better ac¬ 
quainted, and if no one else should publish a description of 
the Province, as it now is, I certainly shall attempt it here¬ 
after. 

Secondly, because the journals of travels in the hills gener¬ 
ally c msist of minute descriptions of villages and the conver¬ 
sations of th^ inhabitants, their petty squabbles about porters. 
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and prices of supplies, extortion, honesty, roguery, &c* &c- 
Into Uic spirit of these I could never altogether enter; and hav¬ 
ing heard a similar opinion expressed by many others, I was 
induced to write these short notes during my lastTjourney for 
])riviite use ; wilh the view of laying hold of and des^cribing 
only the striking or palpable features of the wonderful scenery, 
and strange people, among which my wanderings were direct¬ 
ed ; 3^\d Icavhig out most of the diminvitive incidents which 
are of daily and inevitable octurrence. 1 shall therefore now 
skim lig!\tly along as before, for the small portion of rny ram¬ 
bles that remains, and leave the heavy matter till some future 
occasion. 

Encamped to-day near the small village of Deeool, on the 
bank of the I'indur river, where I tried my luck with the fish¬ 
ing rod and fiy ; hut the fisli would not bitc^ and indeed they 

very seldom do in any of the streams. 

« ♦* 

On the 2d of November, leaving Deeool we crossed the 
Pinclur by^i wooden bridge, .a few miles up the stream, 
and continued our journey along the other bank thiougli 
the most lovely scenery, the river flowing smoothly along, 
with the exception of a few rapids, in beautiful reaches, 
the turns of wlpch ever and again came so directly 
under our path, that we might, at the height of 
several hundred feet above it, have counted almost every stone 
and pebble in its channel. I never saw water so transparent 
as that of the Pindur during to«day’s journey. The road 
wound through a forest of shrubbery,—I know not in what 
other way to describe it—with occasional large trees shooting 
up far above it, and the whole was literally alive with multi¬ 
tudes of birds, of which I had never in die Himmala seen such 

f 

numbers. 

« 

We encamped close to fhe village of Chiunga, where we had 
the pleasure of driving a covey of the hill partridge out of our 
encamping ground ; iny companions soon afterguards securing 
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a few of tUem for a purpose the poor birds had not anticipated. 

On the 3d of November, we started from Chiunga with Jhe 
intention of halting at a place called Byznath, distant about 
fifteen miles or upwards ; but I had half formed aresolution of 
pushing on to Alinora by myself, just by way of trying the ex- 
tent of my pedestriinism, after the severe training of the last 
few months. I halted, however, for breakfast at a small vill¬ 
age called, I think, Kiilan. The road from Chiunga was 
through a splendid forest of CheeV, (the Scotch one of the 
finest of the sort I had ever met with ; and at tliis little village 
I saw, for the first time, the cherry ♦rccsiri full blossom, and^ 
also some very fine fields of sugar-can \ I insi^ected tbeir 
cane mills and boiling apparatus, having always an eye to the 
useful in that line. After getting a little breakfast, I made 
busty preparations for a walk int^' Almora, disiaut from oar 
morning’s starting point, not less than fiity-six miles. 1 put 
upa couplS of suits <‘r clothes. qailt, 'u case of having to 
sleep on the ground by the roil side agn*”. some ^rifling com- 
missariat supplies ; my patent belt for support in going up hill, 
and a daiulce or sort of hammock, in which I might, should I 
succeed in procuring men from the villages in my road, be oc¬ 
casionally carried one or two hundred yards, to rest the weary 
legs. Thus equipped I started wilh five men, and reached 
Byznath in about two liours. From Deeool, on the 2d No¬ 
vember, I had, in anticipation of trving this feat in walking, sent 
on a hill servant to warn the villagers on the road to Almora, 
that I required, every ten miles, five or six men to accompany 
mo. This courier, not priding himself in being a velocipede 
I suppose, had reached Byznath only a few minutes before 
me, which was a rather bad look out for the remainder of my 
journey ; however, I collected a few fresh hands to relieve 
those from the village at which we had breakfasted, and went 
on cheerily and merrily. I had a tolerably stiff ascent, and 
then a long dc^kcent to the valley of the Kossila river, iu which 
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stands a place called Somesur, with a i^roup around it of the 
most beautiful villages I had ever seen in any part of the.hills. 
'I'he aspect of the scenery of this lovely valley was something 
new to me ; instead of the houses of the villagers .being all hud¬ 
dled together in a mass, thereby forming a few filthy lanes and 
enclosures, they were to be seen every half mile or so, in twos 
and threes, hearing a striking resemblance to the nice cottages 
of industrious peasants in England, the walls scrupulously clean, 
and wlnte-washed with such ??are as to put to shame moat of 
the European residences at Landoiir and Mussoor'e. These 
cottages are invariably surrounded by a few trees, among which 
the cliorrv in full blossom was, at this season of the veai\ the 
most conspicuoT)^?, atid I also observed them at intervals 
planted along the l-awk me Kossila river, which glides 
gently al<»ng the < 're (o his lovely vale. Many of the 
inhabitants tiirifcd .at 1(* a e, and they l(»oked a pic¬ 
ture of clcanuacgs anU comfor*^ contrasted with •the jungle- 
walia gang of Gurhwali s ’imjabecs and Cashmeerees, which 
had formed the bodj of oU' porters since leaving the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Musaoorie. 1 could not help associating these 
outward appearances with images of a peasant's happiness, 
which must alwaysiproceed from habits of industry, cleanliness, 
and simple pastoral manners. I'lie pleasing interchange of 
hill and dale, and rivulet and grove, with fertile fields and 
smiling crops, I think it mub. be adiiiitteJ, du^xercise a bene¬ 
ficial itifiuencG on the heart aad mind ; and 1 was pleased to 
learn, afterwards, that tlie character I had drawn for myself 
of the inhabitants of this spot, >vas not altogether imaginary, 
although somewhat below my stamlard. I'hey might say, 

“ That giant ambition we never can dread, 

“ Our roofs are too low^for so lofty a head ; 

“ Content and sweet cheerfulness open our door, 

“ I'hey smile with the simple and feed with the poor. 

I succeeded here in procuring a relief of the bill nieiuwhu 
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accompanied me. On two or three'occasions I attempted a 
little luxury by getting into the hammock already described, 
and letting the men carry me ; but it would not do,—they 
were alllittle fellows, about half rny height, atid nercr ex¬ 
ceeded a mile an hour, so after resting iny feet for a few 
minutes, I was obliged again to take to my legs, A few 
hours after leaving Somosur, we got benighted, and there 
being no moon-light, I did not much fancy proceeding in 
the dark along the bank of the precipices hanging right over 
the Kossila, so I struck a li<rh^ and fijidin^T <>n old withered 
fir tree lying on the roid side, we soon had a blazingfirc. In 
t'le mean time I sent one of the men to the nearest village 
half a mile off, to procure some splinters of the fir tree to 
construct a torch, wdlhwhiclihe returned in half an hour. 
One of the hill men was within a hair-breadth of meeting 
with a deplorable accident ; he sat down on the fir tree with 
inj gun in iJis hand, in an upright ^josition, resting the biitt 
on the iiTOund, while the others we e U'arirjoT otf tlie branch- 
OS for fuel. The tree was somehow or other suddenlv 

V 

moved in making one of these fractures a large branch, 
and some part of it coming into contact with the lock of 
the gun, the haiiiiucr was raise !, and dm charge (shot) ex¬ 
ploded, passing so near the car of the unconscious holder 
that his hair was sing‘I, ami he mms rendered perfectly 
deaf for the rest of the journey. About half way from 
Somesur to Almora, we :ii>'aiu tried to obtain a relief of men 
at a small village, the name of which f forget; they could 
only'siipply half the number I wanted, however, so I took 
on with me jiart of those of last stage, promising to pay 
them double hire. At* last I reached Huwulbagh, a small 
station, six miles from Almora, about half past ten (/clock p. 
M., and accidentally finding that the Commissioner of Kum- 
aoii, Mr. Lushington, with wh&ni 1 formerly had the pleasure 
of beihg acquainted when in Koliilkund, had that day arrived 
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to uieettbe Lieutenant Governor of Agra, who was expected 
next morning, I abandoned my original intention of ti;yiiig 
to reach Almora, on account of the state of fatigue my at¬ 
tendants were in, and came to a halt, making myself at home 
under his hospitable roof, where the domestics immediately 
provided every kind of refreshment I cojld wish for. Next 
morning I met Mr. Lushin^ton, who very kindly pressed upon 
me the means of conveyance to Almora; I preferred, however, 
walking the distance, as it waf so .short. I must liave walked 
about 50 miles on the 3.1. besides huviuij to ascend and descend 
a few thousand feet; this was considered by the Almora gents 
to be a very creditable preformance ; indeed I might have run 
the risk of an impiitatiou of taking a leaf out of Baron Mun¬ 
chausen's travels, had I not possessed undoubted testimony of 
the ti.nc I left my camp, as well as the time of my arrival at 
Hawulbagh, The first face I accidentally saw on entering 
Afuiora, was that of an ohLfriend, who did not expect me for 
some days. I was now again a member of civilized society, 
and the change seemed delightful, after being so long a tenant 
of the wilderness of the Hiinmala. 

CON I ENTS OF CilAP TER XIV. 

Almora.—Find in^elf brother-iu-law to the Lieutenant Governor.— 
Ridiculous reports.^Good climate, good roads.—Grand view of the 
snowy range.—Start for the Kossila bridges.—Iron Ruspeusiou bridges. 
—‘Great Hood,—Nainee 'I'al.—Severe journey on leaving it.—Old -ac¬ 
quaintances.—Almora again.—Leave for Fetora Gurh.—A lake in.— 
Difficulty of road.—Splendid scenery.— Orange plantations.—Arrive at 
Petora Gurh. 

I remained a week at Almora in the society of several 
old friends, and partaking occasionally of the hospitality of 
the station. His Honoi* the Lieutenant-Governor held a 
levee a day or two after his arrival, at which I believe the 
whole society of the station "was present except myself, 
as 1 could not attend in my Pilgrim’s tlrcss, ami iny 
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cRinp had not yet reached Almora so as to enable me 
to appear in any other. A day or iwo afterwards I met 
him at a dimier given by Mr. Lushhigton, the Commissioner, 
rrhose guest he was during his stay at Almora, and a iew days 
subsequently, I barned to luy no small surprise, that I had 
been travelling in the character of His Honor’s bTother<*in Jaw. 
This was absurd enough, but still more absurd that any one 
should have credited the likelihood of the report having been 
originated by me, which [ ascertained some of his suite were 
inclined to believe or did believe. It see>i n that during the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s journey from Mussooreti to Almora, 
via Teeree and Sreenuggur, a sufficient number of porters or 
supplies had not been forthcoming at some of the halting 
places, and that some of the heads of villages lying in the 
direction of our travels, being indented upon for their quota, 
had cunningly excused themselves, because they said they had 
already stt|^)lieil to H is llonor’s brotherJn-l^w, all tliejr |)o* 
pulation able to bear burdens! 

The report thus got up by these lying knaves for iheir own 
benefit, soon spread far and wide, and every hill it journied 
across added to its size, till by the time it reached the Lord 
Sahib^'s camp, it amounted to tlie astonishi^ total of three or 
four hundred porters, wliich was the least number that I could 
possibly travel with. I now recollected the fact of a very 
well dressed hill Zemindar havingicome up to me at the village 
of SumcvSUT, and without any ceremony put the question, 
are you the Lord Sahibs’ brolherJnJaw?” Answer, “no/’ 
and bis face assumed a alight shade of contempt and disap* 
pointment at having misplaced his attentions. He had just 
been making himself jictiveiii trying to procure a relay of men 
for me, on tlie occasion already mentioned, of my fifty miles 
walk from the banks * of the Pindur to Hawulbagh, but even 
after tiiis expose of my insignificance, I must say he behaved 
to me very kfndly and civilly, which is more than 1 should 
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have experienced at the hands of the time servincr ^r^neration 
ill the plains. The audi alteram partem’* was never l^etter 
illustrated than on this occasion^ fur we had supplied ourselves 
at Miissooree with nearly sufficient porters, under an engage¬ 
ment to remain in our service for the wliole trip, and at Knt- 
toor, on the hanks of the Balgunga, we made up our entire 
complement, having* them all at the- rate of seveh Rupees 
each, per mensem. Tllfe number we required was about 
eighty, and they all accompanied us to Almora where they 
w.ere paid up and discharged. The only a«:sistance we requir¬ 
ed from the villages along our route was one man, sometimes 
two, toactas a guide, and they were invariably paid and dis¬ 
charged at the end of each day’s journey. On one or two 
occasions we had four or five men for a day to beat the copses 
lor pheasant, but not a single individual was impressed into 
our service for any purpose whatever. The nearest point'too, 
froln any part of our route,* to the one selected by4iis Honor 
the l^ieiitcnanUGovernor was,, until within four or five stages 
of Almora, on no occasion less then seven or eight days’ 
journey distant, so that if the villages through which we 
passed were really indented upon for porters for his camp, the 
poor wretches iiMist have had to trudge all the distance 
and back again to receive their one day’s hire, amounting 
to tiro or three antias^ while had we required them tliey 
would have been paid at the rate of seven Rupees a month, 
i'his affords a practical illustration of the benefit the hill 
people must derive from a visit of their rulers, to their 
peaceful abodes. I was heartily ashamed of the whole busu 
ness, shameil that any one should have given credence to 
such a preposterous accusation, and ashamed to think that 1 
should have been the cause of annoyance to the local au¬ 
thorities, from one of wliom. Captain H——, I had received 
kind assistance, which I here beg to acknowledge with thanks. 
It shews that the puharees as liars, are now quiii!k a match for 
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ihe people of the plains, although their falschocxis arc more 
dumsy m execution. 

Almora is too well known to require furtlier description I>y 
me. I spent, eight or ten days there, including an occasional 
excursion to Hawulbagh and Kaleenath, an adjoining moun¬ 
tain, whore a kind of tower has been erected by IVlr, B ■ — , 
and which is admirably adapted for pic nics, and such like 
pleasing amusemonts. 'riie climate of Almora is most di ■ 
liglitful, and I ivould much prefeV it to Mussooree, |)ai ticularl) 
in the runs, whe‘% unlike tlie latter, the station is quite free from 
clouds. I mean the sort of clouds which, at Mussoorce, ml 


the commenceirient of the rains, rise from the Dcvi‘ah Dlioosu 
walk up the hill side, walk into your house at every door and 
window, and keep possession of it till about the middle of Sep¬ 
tember, when tlie rains generally break up. Tlie lumses at 
Almora, are neat and clean, tlic* native town the same, and the 
roads are 4^1 splendid, putting to^shame those ol‘ every otlner 
hill station. I suppose, however, Simla must now he well oil* 
in that respect, for as long ago as 1833, when I last saw it, 
they were very fair indeed. The view of the snowy range 
from Alm<»ra is most magntiicent ; Mussooree and Simla are 
totally eclipsed by it, and must hide their diminished heads. 

On tlie 12th November, I started in company of my good 
old friend W - of the Engineers, and executive officer of 
public works in Kumaon, to his cain[» on the banks of the 
Kossila river, about twenty-live miles below Altnora, where 
he was occupied in the erection of a fine siispon-ioi) hridire of 
iron over the Kyrna, oueof the minor streams. With the 
exception of a couple of mil^s I walketl this distance ( asilv, 
r 1 though there were some rather severe ascents, and we ar¬ 
rived lute in the evening at our tents, near t!ie village of 
fVlujera. 

I remained here about a vreek, and got initiated into the 
science of suspension bridges. It was really wonderful to see 



IN XHB HIMMALA. 


411 


the w«V the hridjie was progressing, and most creditable coy 
the engineer to he able to ercQt, with such wretched auxiii 
aries :ih half starved lull cofilies, who acte^f as inasonw, 
carpenters and hlacksiniihs, a work like this, whiVh, evtni iu 
Eiiirlaud, woiihl have been [iroiiounced a very v^ell finished 
p^*rfoniifinro. If impressed labour is in any case justifiaide, 
this wonl i, in my opinion, be one of tliem, heoauso every 
village aroand mast derive iiupoitaiit beneht from the open¬ 
ing of a eertjuii uieans of (^mmunicatiou between all the 
4htrerent parts of the hills, and tlicrel)}' enabling the cultiva¬ 
tors to tr:ins[)ort their produce, at all seasons of the year, to 
(lie most pruhtable rn.irke!. There was another iron suspen¬ 
sion briilg(‘ o\er the Ko-^slla near Mujera, hut it was carried 
away by a great Hood, when the river rose to the height of 
sixty feet in a lew hours! It was to he restored at another 
point, where there are c;!paliiliti(is for more \vator way. 

{7i the I8th November, .wc started on an excursion to 
Nai !ice 'I'al, a most iijte situated at a heiirht of more 

lli.iu six thousand feet above tTia level of the sea, of which I 
lormerly ;jave you si short description, and I do not intend 
adflin^r any thiu-^ uiiril iny next visit to it. I titink it is 
likely to lucouie wyli known before long, from its beiijf so 
much better adapted for a saiiatariuin than any of the other 
hill'station?, and accortlingly it is already in contemplation 
to have it a[>propriated for that purpose. My first visit toit 
Avas from the intoriorof the hills, my next shall be direct from 
the plains, from wb ich it appears to be only one day’s journey 
distant. We left Naiiieo Idil on the 19th November, and 
parted company on the top of He mountain ridge above it, 
on the east, my frifuul W—returning to his suspension 
bridges, and my companion Captain C-and myself tak¬ 

ing a new and unexplore^f path in the direction of Alinora I 
had been exploring during tiic morning with my friend 
W-, the peaks around ibe Jake, a rather labdrious uiiiler- 
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'Inking, which ill-prepared nrie for the unexpectelly Iiarrass- 
Jng journey of this day. With the utmost difficulty we foiuid 
one hill man (bat possessed ^y knowledge of the path we 
were to take ; yet after all we repeatedly lost it, and I doubt 
if we should have ever recovered ourselves, had we not come 
suddenly on a small village in which two blacksmiths were 
at work, one of whom we prevailed on to accompany us h}' 
the promise of a good reward, 'I’hey, and two or three wh>- 
men, were the only inhabitants‘■of the village ; all the others 
had gone down to the foo’est in the plains, on the skirts of 
M'hich they cultivate a crop of wheat or barley, and take their 
cattle for grazing during the cold weather. They first soiv 
their fields in the hills, and then take their departure for the 
iwrace, w'here they remain till April, reap their harvest, and 
then return to their hill villages, to find another crop there, 
also, ready fiw the sickle. Tl'be village lookcrl like the city 
of the deaiK neither human being • nor animal of any sort be 
seen with the exception of those already mentioned. 

Onr object was, if possible, to'reach the Ramgnrii staging 
bungalow outlie high road from A lin<»ra to the plains, but 
after 7 hours unceasing toil, in scaling and sliding down the 
tremendous chain of mountains known as tlip Gagur^ we were 
compelled to strike, and halt for the night iir the liottom of the 
chasm made in these lofty hills by the Kyrna. We were 
unprepared for this and had to dine with Duke Humphrey, 
notwithstanding our keen appetites. Next morning the 19th 
Novembe*', we left our inhospitable resting place, and a walk 
of six or seven miles brought us to the Ramgurh bungalow, 
where we at last got a civAsed meal through the kindness 
of two or three Officers from Atmora, who had been out on a 
shooting excursion. During the day two more of my old 
acquaintances arrived here, one, Ma*|or C—— on his w^ay to 

Dohoo Ghaut and the othea Captain L-and family on 

his way to theiplains. 'The latter, like myself, had ^eeii an 
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extensir^ irafeller in the Himmala,of whkhwe tol4 
of our tales of wonder an4 foug^^t ^ our .battles o’er agai 
Next monung I returned ggaiu to 
mained; till the , 2€th ,; . Captoin C——; to 

speree, and I prepared fqr « sphear; journey to 
a .station close to the Nepdul fr<^tieri ^e greatjriiR^rf 
Kalee Giinga being the boundary* . ^ , , , 

The road from AituornJp Petorq Gurh is Qoe, ojT juqbS 
extraordinary in ]E^aiaoa. After the exertions, 1 had .ihti.de) 
and.the training into whh^b 1 had brought noysplfby \^alkiog^ 
six hundred miles among the highest 4^ountaitM|i,in tbe wor|d» 
I looked upon the distance betwepu these, two stations (S^ 
miles,) to be the amusement of oce day’s journey^ or at, furir 
thest two. Haring started ratoer late from Alwom op tl^ 
35tb, I made only 10 miles, but va» determined to accQinjdih|L 
the remaining 44, in the course of the next day. After A 
lotig days’ work, however, I found myself no. fiyther tbaa 
Nealee,a small tillage, not *b^f, way.to Petora Gurh, fi;om 
Almora. .. This was owing tor^ha wretched gang of .porters 1 
]|ad picked up» who could pot go thrpugh .one quarter .the 
fatigue of our sturdy (^urhwalees whom I had discharged 
at Ahnora, a circumstance I now regretted; nearly aljl 
the able bodied . men pf tlf-wnaqit h^td left the hills lor. ,tjae 
turaee. From Nealpe 1 had ,a tremendous descent to the 
bed.of tha^uypo tiv^r, a hne>large stream which rises in the 
snowy tsangeand unifeslirst withdm Jiam Gunga, and after¬ 
wards with the Kaloe Gtinga «4a called Puchesur. Tbp 

Suijoo is orossad by aw iroueuspPh^ianik.'ridgi^^ hundred and 
eighty feet,in span. 1 lmw>(nd|lil^^ meptmn that.there,are,g 
nuinber of very dne.suspoaaion hpidges oj|ii^aj|n diffarfpl; 

parts ef KurnaoU) pt^^sdly iu the neisbl>oprhpod.of^|ld!^pra. 

They are beautiful dbjecti to loufa; at frma^ g,. distgfice,, and.are 
always ,a|f{)fopFiate or nameubK hi dm lauf^c^. appear, 

froi||UjHji»iM of the hiU«s«a if aaspeaded and are so 

wm « 
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aWi elegftut dial one can aoiiifetiBaes fenof Iiiam»ni4e the 
voi* offeiries, 'They do great* credit to the« BaghieMn who 

as to ^ a[wriied i&oveEii><i 

cliarge of the Province of K-amaou', wbienie iai» 
. fh^tee^'ddesire for iTOprOvetnenli centributod to <fotoin tlto 
Muicttdli’^bt' Goverirtnedt ' for l3ie^iflisburaemeni4 of money for 
diese worfta of public utility; t’bey wdl’^remntii^ agfesproi 
bhldy, d memorial, too, of the liberality of the l^rrtidi rule; and 
it is to be hoped many more may^in time tooome heenHed kit» 


oiistetice, ae soon as its finances recover from the derangement 
eetmed by Unprofitable wars. The bed the Snijoo, wheW 
fb^sti^penston bridge is thrown across^ Cannot be nraeh toord 
Ihdn two thmisand feet above the level of die'seft. The hoighttf 
over Vrhich the road leads between Almora and tbe Suiyodare 
lb6W'7,(K)0 feet* and Gungolee Hath, a dueler <£ viMages on 
the opposite bank, where I was again obliged to halt fo^ the 
night, stands at an elevation of about six thousand eight hTini. 
dred; Again between Guogolee Hdth and Pelo^a Giirb, there 
ik h dbscent to the bed of the Ratti Gunga, (betfe ioanotber iroh 
sdspetodhn bridge 160 feet span) of about aeniuidi more, and 
also a cotrebponding ascent to the lieiglits above‘tbai statsdn^ 
which I did not reach till the evening of the SOth Noveidber. 
The scenery on the banks of the Surjooattd IheiRam Gtraga is 
very grand, the monntdns hnd vaHies and the rivetis alio are 
all on a large scale, and I eas t^eeably disappehitod in 
eV'ery thing I saw, having been led to beliove that in Ktotfion 
there WaW nothing for a travdfor wo«h seeing after «apforu 


ingthe hiRato the ititserior of Simla.’ f can,amove 
although Thave erosBed the4t»t wsowy range by the Roopbf 
l^ass, visitIR- Simgla o«“tbe Bnipa, (whicA I- eonsider ae 
af^proadHng t« Kedar IfatSi in grandeur)« gone through % 
giidit part of SunawtiV, and* *s|ieht a menSr in travdling 
oh dte banks of ’ S«1S«4R** ' ^®**®®*^***fi myodf!. well 


teWivded fimHuy jourtiey toby 

1 








tlwniignii&omt wfctefe it v-i 4» »# t^Wc ywi^ 

tice. Jmm lists' *(x^f(ied;tto Kuiayoii'in, ^ r^tfect, viAM 
began to tut kfaftd been sneered tM^.by tliose ^trbe 'htuEl 

«H»]y Ti^ket^lthe Bmnda Pass, &c. beyoitd^JSlidk M^tfrbo 
Rioted to eoqsidfr, Avery o}ber^|fart .o( faUla seewdss^ .« 
the ati^etujtionB of $o^msy* 1. rather leaned to 4hafc .opiisien too t 
but after,AXftlonjag a part ef the Province, my pai^iabty^for 
the Sioak Boon^ gave Aay, and J qsa apspre <tbe 

toeera oi research in the Himinak, that there is nepait of ^ 
pfhpk range in 09ar .territories which possesses ao. amch of 
tef est as Ktismoa. The endless variety of monot^n and Tal* 
ley (not*radioes, me kiids» but beautiful broad and leirel and 
fertile valleys of considerable extent) lahos and rivers,<chariiM> 
iog villages and comfortable looking peasantry, deep faregp, 
and mines rich in mineral treasures; all these combine to 

f 

make Kumaon the Switserland of Hindoostan. The Passes 
in aaowy range onto Chinese Tartary, are alsgen a most 
gigantic scale, far surpassmg all others either in the East or 
West; and in almost every part of the Province you can go to, 
the Nundi Devi group of giant peaks, rising to the. trmnendous 
heiglit of twenty six thousand feet, frown upon the Speni> 
tatoff with such majesty as to remind hiss forcibly thsit he is 
not the Monarch of'aU he aurveya." There is no part of 
the snowy range vidble from Simla more than twenty>one or 
tnentyotwo thonsuid feet in height. 

V < Oungolee Hadt there ia a due tahle land two or three 
in extent, andeoine dueteto of beautiful deodar. A few 
spUeabeyond, there am exitmtatve idimtationa of orange trees, 
widdi’f bad nevevbefere seen - reared in the hills. Tliere is no 
oe a ag e\pwduoed in • the plains to be compared in sweetnew 
and dweanr whh that of this distoict. They are rea% most 
delicious. < The drii view^ef Petora Gurh is strikmg ; in one 
instaut, when yesi MKhtbe top^of the Pass whidh oTedooks 
il;,*<sii^!>edlley Imrsta on thewiew, witii the a»Ml neat,mill* 
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li'l. 

•heiittty ^tiidh dii^bate ferfflity td thbusai&dtf of etlAtivatt- 
fid^ I teniaiAOd ^hre6 dsyo at Potoii^ Gath u&der die 
liMrfiitff wfjr hospitable friend, Captain •D'‘ "' i '"S bne' of iSie kibliapi 
Wit ffjpditMini 'af/dnt time in iCamaonV ' ShOttld yisti'be*^^© 
ho put into your paper t3ite follotring itnitation of the asc^tb 
hnd descents, in the' fine d road between Alinbra and Petoitt 
'Gprh it will convey Sdmethrag like an idea of its difficulty ; of 
which, by the bye, I was warned by my eifeehted fileOd STf. 

B . . t without heeding ft, being, like many Othetb", ratbeir 

eeepticai ibout Kumaon possessing'scenery od' such'a gigantic 
Bcye. I was apprehensive, too, that the beauties bf NWinee Tal 
hid exfadbsted the store, and found that I was never in my 
Uffi' more mistaken. ’ 
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Petora Gujrhf—Unceasing rain.—vNice predioaraeat-*--Sudden chitage 
for, the , better.—N^aulese,—Candle manufacturiu^.—Viegetahle, but¬ 
ter.—Tree yielding tallow, honey and oil.—Leave Petora ^Gurb.—Jron 
suspension bridge.—Surjoo river,—Reach Lohoo Ghaut.—Hair-breadth 
escape of a traveller.—l^umaon battalion of Ghodrkas.—^Start for tlie 
plains.—All right.—Change tny mode of travelling.—^Reacb* old frfeniis.— 
The mysteries of tiger thooting.^&i Inek-^Find a^t!gi«si.—She is Killed 
by a inanstraus gdffia before our ejes«»—llluatiEtitms ^'bundobnat.— 
Conceit of the Rohi^^mditev in that line,—^Leave off a,wandering liie.w— 
Conclusion of this journey’s wanderings and fhreweU for the piP^seoL 

, . On the 30th. Noremlmr sad 1st December, the rain scarcely 
(peased pelting fur an hour, even at Petora Gurh; and every tmae 
the curtain of clouds, banging on the mountains sureiiunding the 
valley, lifted itself up for a short iatervfd, I could see^tbeJine 
of snow coming down lower, so that, near the end of myJenmMy, 
I now had before, me the uncomfortable prospect ef bmg snow, 
ed in for a week or .two: and worse, than aHI had made an 
arrangement, nearly, a moi^th . ago, with my good friend 


Wr’—r* Btycon Pdihboeti to havor •& in 
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tfee it tiH»the iDeo Pass»»l^<tHii«^ 

I mtfltedteddeaoeB^g lo tbe plslfii. ^ TMfl poki wM «}Qn|,4l^ 
dl^^ljou^l^ dwtsatfrom Petota Gath. aad 1 could only uj^ 
calculate oa reachii^ it the day I had &iedv by tninuig '(two. or 
tb(^ ata^ into oae, which wodd have <nado thw wosh rather 
too sev^e for the htU port^. A| for • myaetf > aud lay 
aervaata from the plaiua; we had become such iroa-Jt^ged , 
rats that we oouM have daae thewhcde distaace in twtv days 
with eaaa. . Punctuality in fdfilUttg every eugngemertt of this 
na/ture having long been the peculiar etiaracteristic of jdio old 
Rdiilkunditoa, of which tribe I had long* been considered a 
Biember, loould not, for a moment, entertain the idea of'bai^ 
coming the cause of any disarrangement in the plans of my 
friends below, on sudi trivial grounds for excuse as being 
rained in, or snowed in, and I therefore was meditat* 
ing, had the strife of the elements continued, a desperate 
sdly from my hospitable pyison on the fbllowing morning. 
A sudden change, however, occurred, and the morning of the 
2d December was ushered in with every appearance of fine 
weather, the light clouds drifting across the mountains in a 

direction which my friend Captain D-assured me indicated 

8 thorough clearipg up at all events for some days. 

• The prolonged bad weather prevented my visiting the finest 
of all the suspension bridges yet erected in Kumaon. It 
is thrown across the Kalee Gunga at Jhoola Ghaut, wbere'at 
one end of it, is posted a guard -of our Troops, end at the 
^mlferi'one of the Nepaulese Government. The soldiers on 
dh^tli'*‘8kles of this boundary line are of the identical same 
^bes> and castes. Those of one side, however, receive their 
- pny itogniutly, the other, whenever they oln get it—rather a 
*datnper'tO‘the'fervency (Of their loyalty. Should ne ever go to 
■ war with‘Nepatli, I am confident h might be terminated in 

one week witlkont' bloodshed, by simply giving notice to the 

• Goedkiitf soldiery that^hey would be entertahie(>by the British 
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Tiiii would’leave the lUjah withewit Mty-eMe to 
^it for him. With ^ excefttum of the sentrifiB on^dttty^lhe 
men of both sidea are generallf tohe foitod amoking togothet 
in Ivieiidly imtercoiirac. ‘ - , , . ; 

- Ditriiig n»y stay at > Petora Gurh> . Captain D . . and I 

tried some experimenta in making candleat from the subatairpe 
tolled Phoolail, a kind of vegetoble butter <prodaeed from, 
the kernel of a fniit eommOfi in thi$ part of the hilto- -iIJnder 
a hne cherry tree, atanding in frciipt of hii house, we got up a 
rude apparatus of kitchen dishes, by means of whteh -we man> 
aged to have thd Phoolail dissolved in wmrm wiuer by a gentle 
heat; we then constructed a very ordiqary wick, and using 
a table spoon for a ladle, we soon turned out a couple of 
candles, exactly by the same process as in making those of 
wax. The one we tried burned with a clearer light than the 
best wax candles we had seen; the dame was quite free 
from smoke or smell, and what 1 consider the greatest 
corameodation of aU others, it did not ruh or gutter.. I 
brought a portion of one of these candles to the ; plains with 
me, and a quantity of the vegetable butter which I made into 
moulded candles. They were the adrairatioa<of «ll who’saw* 
them bum; their snow white appearance was very remark* 
able, and altogether the experiments ^rpassed- my most 
sanguine expectations. It might, I think, become an article 
of utility. In the hottest weather in the jdains, the butter 
began to shew slight symptoms of becoming soft, but the only- 
caudle I bad kept, retained its shape throughout the .season^ 
although a little reduced in size. Perhaps the mitoure-ofa 
small proportion of the beat wax, or some othersimpie iomto 
dy, would make the article ev^y thing that could he dtoiiork.* 
It is not my totention to enter here, into a desariptmn ofihie 
tohnufacture of the article from ibe kernel; aad^sheil only nw: 
iPai k en passant that the acctpint of it given ia the dcst totm* 
dor the Agricultural Society’* Jommak m Mt altogether 
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(wmet, ABct ^ loGiility a»eiig'ii«d for the growth of the .«rer| 
OKi^e authority* i thiiiC* of Captaiu Mucueghteti, ia deeid^^ 
W(«%. i With each 4Milhority as that of Mr. TmiU> the *Iatu 
Commiadoneref Kuaaaon* it is rather surpnaiitg that the 
Edit(» should have thought it necesairy to quote any otiter. 
The tree' which produces ■this tallow or butter, grows wild, 
only in the eastern parts of the Province, called Sbor Kumaon^ 
and Kalee KuinfU)n, and in the Nepauh territorieaopposite. 
1 'Tbe aaniotree yields honey, as well as oil, by the usual, 
simple process. 

“ 1 hid adieu to Oafdain D <»t the December, with 
theintentmn of being at Lohoo Ghaut the same evening, but 
nay hill porters with difficulty got over two of the usual ttages, 
having to descend from a het{|^ of six thousand feet, to the 
bed of the united rivers, the Surfoo apd Ram Gunga, and make 
a eorrespotidinf ascent on the opposite side. You will re- 

meiahcr that between AImora and Petora Garb, I bad to 

• 

descend to and bross these rivers eepamtely* Another iron 

« 

suapension bridge of about 180 feet span, is darowii aetoa* at 
this point, ^which I imagine is not more than two tbou- 
sind ^t above the level of the sea. 1 halted for the night 
at a small staging bungalow about nine miles bom Lohoo 
Ghmit, whkrh i reached on the morning of the dd -DeeeBUt. 
ber. Here I had proposed halting for some days, in the house 
of a very old and esteemed friend, but the Jength ■ of tUne 
occupied during the journey from Almora to Petora Gurh, 
disarranged all my plans, and 1 now found 1 had only one day 
more to epare, and that too, only by arranging to travel the 
0^ miler to Burm Deo on the hth; my last safe day for the 
efaipiiaalB which had been posted forme.* 'Hie greater part 
tsf^msad^from Petora Gurh to Lohoo Ghaut, exhibits. 


boundlesshmdseapes of the most magnificent grandeur, to 
which iient^r' pen nor pencit fouki do j ustioe. and 1 often 


thought %9 awfself, how little is known of |^ipaaoB! 


The 



( 


MLQaiH'f WAKOUINQS 


121 


isinril! 8f<')tion of Luhoo Ghaut, too,'ts perfectly beautiful, fner 
tln’i Siinla iu niy -cpiuion. It t* adorned by a immII 
forest of tlje deodar (cedar fir,) gfrowing-on the slope or^the 
hill ai>ovo atvd occasional grores of the aame trees are 
found on'ail the mountains around. 

A pretty little river runs through the cantonments just 
under tlic houses of the residents ; some of which are very 
neat and picturesque, in the style of an English cottage. 
Here is the head quarters of tl^e Kumaoii Local Battalion, 
consisting of about 8()0 brave little Goorkhas, who would 
not flinch in battle, from any soldiers in the world. The left 
Wing is at Petora Gurh, On the road between these two 
stations, a frightful accident occurred last year. 

Mr. Veal, the Assistant Surgeon, with the left Wing of the 
Regitnent, was riding along the edge of the road on a poney, 
-which making A slip over the edge with one of its hind legs, 
both horse and man were precipitated down a nearly perpen- 
dicblar hill side ; the former was dashed lO pieces in the 
depths below, and the latter, by the most fortunate accident 
in the world, brought up by a tree, about a hundred feet be¬ 
low the road. I saw^ the marks of the struggle which had 
taken place on the brink of the road, and a more providential 
escape could hardly be possible ; the small tree by which the 
rider was stopt, being the only one for a distance on either 
side of it, 

1 started from the beautiful little cantonment of Lohoo 
Ghaut on the morning of the 5th December, having been 
kindly accommodated with a poney for the first ten miles; 
the remaining distance of twenty-seven, I walked with ease, 
reaching Bunn Deo about an liour before sunset, t found, 
as I expnctet|| an elephant, posted at the bottom of tbe^arge 
of the Pass, and an ample commtssaa-iat supply, both eatable 
and drinkable, sent by iny kind friend W——, without the 
ceremony t^^any instructions from me regarding them. 






' * ' ' 

li&te^xjfSet #iw« Vej-y fe^nWJfi' 

«i^DUQiM;h:»tjorts^ but Pity int^ii^l wtieaiigtmtatft 

dipeitdiiig' od (%tilli; 1 bett^te^tan NbMlstbhi^ 't» thw 

effeiift: “ Wanted, on tb« 5t| Butvu Ben, one 

oi* tvo olebbiffMa ast teay bb teqnMte to tilte mo into 
ftohilkulid, in ihk ifitoetion my i^o^tiag^ cnfnf»i or 


*d Fililtbeet* ^bonid ' the mmtt not jm ' iMite < bfienOii” 
'Sitt/ty thing' else iioied#l Was of ooumo 'jnternod.^nnd 
oxeOtftcd nithodt any instenotion, as wiht the good ^ 
euntoiu of the men of RbhillciVttd. The decant and driver 
were oM acqnaintancest of ndne^ and years ago inloted me in 
to the death of more tigers than one. The fi«?t piece of. wevrs 
he eomtnunicated was, that Baron PdifabOet and a friend 
were in camp at a village catted Bindara, thirty nsdte dis^ 
tant, and in pnistnt of tiie forest moneters; bd; this'brings me 
to a day in the plains, one of those white days, to sn^y-the- 
sport of which naakcsone r^onciled to a descoat,^ eveu fifont 
tlje tofty Hiramaia. * - . 

On tbOimorning of the 6th December,! hid wdie« to the 
hills, and proceeded down tlie bank of the' Kalee Gadga, 
srhicb dehou^es from tbe mOuntaiirsa little above 
Deo ill a strenhi frliicb, tbr betmty as well as Bhe^ edipeas 
the Ganges, Jumna, or.Sutledge, if not the Indus ftOelf} bni 
from the veiy sandy nature of tbe turaee through' whhdi it 
](k>ws, nearly half its volume of water fe ehsorbed in the 
first hundred miles of its course. I did wot 'reach 
eamp till late'in die afteritoon, so for that dsy I declined a 
seat in the howda, mseevii^ my luck lot i die foMowing 
amrning, the 7th Deoemher, when we gqt iiito our howdsts 
m high iqnrits~oar party eonsistitig of three t mgW——• my* 
self wrid T*-!-*—, a most p(omising young gri^ who, I aut 
sure if this shonld lae^ bnseye, will awt be lofitodcMl at my 
using a tednficad term^ mdispensable ip the js^ioe of tiger 
sfaootnif. He was, however, any ^ing but^ common %fiff 
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^ ‘ij: tibe howdoy for he bad piofced off ia Ibe most mairtetljr 
•tylcy the {HevioOe day, a spotted and a hog^d^r. After'ti 
grare cettsnltatkm on the favorable cos^ancticme of the 

for' good lucky akiB(|<ff seieuce tlie fn}'eterie8^ 
wbidi are uninbdKgH>le to aay but the tiger eportsaoen the 
Sidida; (Kalee Gunga,) it wae unaHimottfily vMed in my case^ 
that a man who b«A on a pdgrimage to Kedat Nath and Buds- 
ree Nalhy' withou t any Allta^ or Baaa for nearly two whole 
moiiths % witlt only one gun, at that time, to his name, almost 
without' amntanition ; with a shocking bad one solitary pair 
of shoes, exhibiting strong marks of their intimacy with the 
getdogical strata of the Hirnmala $ with a shocking tiad hat, 
that bad many a time been converted into a pillow on the 
road aide during his long journey ; and with sundry other 
pecnliarities, the fruits of his travels, must be ibe very man 
to be in luck for a tiger. The pleasant nonsense with which 
the eld set of tiger sportsmen in'Rohilkund ^used to beguile 
their leisure houia during their prolonged excursions, was 
most Indicreus. Some years ago, in one of these parties, I 
happened one morning to clothe myself m a pair of unmen¬ 
tionables of which I had not for a very long time had a peep 
even; the obesity of lime had aftaclied itself to my limbi^ 
and the knee buttons could nut be fixed. This was pure 
accident, design would have been of no effect for good luck. 
We were at the time persecuted with several consecutira 
blank days, and any thing of this sort proceeding from ac* 
cident was immediately bailed as a good omen, so I was 

4 

greeted with a joyous shout by all hands, and heartily con* 
gratulated on the case of my uncomfortable fit. I was 
of course t^ied any choice about wearing them foir 
that day, ana off we started and Jbund a noble tiger, idl 
owing to the good luck ^ the buttoua. He was a.splen* 
did fellow t^s same tiger, ‘^a thonmgk bred kaffir^ a man 
catei', the terror of all the sumuDding country, all over with 
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manfe «itd 's^sarti, the fraito doobtleBS of muay^ 

weH fi>(tg1itjb«nte witli his jace. This was in 10!^, 
and a merry parly we sfere, bat, alas! where are the meiabers 
of it aow ? Ooe is under tba green end, aootbef a Captive 
io Mghaaietaa <aow re^b^used), the third ia old £iigiaadt and 
l?a]miele^lo tail thelHe. When every ether liic^eer for 
good luck failed, the (dd set of .Bohilhuad used to maunt 
theli^iioniea and ride fuUepeed to the North for a few ibUm, 
neither looking tp (he right ii<h* left, and there are well aulhen* 
ticated instances of the ;sigaal success of this ceremony. 
Havkig on the present occasion, at Bindaca, been voted the 
lucky man, two more guns were handed to me, and off we st^ed. 
In a quarter of an hour we were telegraphed by signals from a 
gwalla which we perfectly understood, and we were not nu^ly 
minutes in scraptng acquaintance with him. He told tu he had 
just seen a tiger sneaking after one of his cows, and pointed to 
thospot in an extmisive plain of tall thick grass, with a badt 
ground consisting of an impenetrable nulla clioked up with 
stunted trees, prickly bushes, and rattans armed with fearful 
thorns. We took a deliberate survey of the locality, mid then 
moved on very quietly. Inn few minutes the tiger, (tigress it 
turned out tube) being apparently in one of those frisky hu¬ 
mours which often seal the fate of many of that noble breed, 
camunenced cutting capers in the jangle, bounding above the 
grass, with her fail well up, and looking so nice and clean and 
lady like, when gambollitig and sniffiing the fit^h air, tlial we 
immediately determinetl on securing to ourselves her agreeable 
society. This was only to be done by intercepting her retreat 
to the frightful nulla just raentiuned, where a hundred de- 
phants oauld have beeii of no use ; we had only four, so .^at 
swjery tiling depended on bundobust.* Wewe^ not hmg in 

' ' I -•... . . 

* By bandoVnst the Sportsmen of !l«hilhan4 anSerttand not only arrange, 
mento, bttt aUet the dueMbw, withoa* wlAch they oeaUt not Ve oarriod kte 
«s:ecutL0D. • 
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. maktt^ a circuit to rear of her posUiouj iwd thiku > arvteady 
^i|)oi)$lTation on the point ^vhcre, ag nearly ag wcoouid fudge, 
w© had seen lier amuaing herself. We sprung her, and, she in- 
staiitly atte<npted to dodge round us, tts vre had expectedy hat 
she found we wore quite up to her mowitenta, W •«—Urasa 
very artful old dodger in the guietice, I,%M a Tcry, fair socsmtl 
rate, and the. grid^kept the centre (d tlfe liint ta «(iiiui>'Utioi|> It 
was now a continuous case of artful dodging, »ig«>aag, 
and forwards, in parallel lines Cf three or four huudfed’ yards in 
length, at each extremity the tigress making a sneaking aia- 
teinpt at getting to the weather side of us and skulking into tliAe 
irnftenetrable nulla, which tras evidently her citadel. She, how. 
ever, found our tactics to be exceedingly deceptive, for in tike 
course of half an hour we had worked her out, nearly to the 
skirt' of the grass jungle, which bordered on some cultivated 
fields, the sight of which evidently Hlaile her begin to lose 
heart. .* ^ 

r 

She now tried a new dodtre, tliat of squattin^r down in the 
hopes of giving our elephants an opportunity of passing ovor 
her ; btit we were too cognosceiu for her, always keeping a res* 
pectful distance till we could ascertain to a certainty where 
she u’as skulking, and then formed our line jiccordingly. The 
least precipitation on any of these Occasions must have been 
fatal to our succesB, for had we passed her, only one single yard, 
she would have bolted for the nulla like a fehot, without our 
being able to fire, except at random into the thick grass. 

We were two or three times in hopes that she Would have 
charged down iipnii us, but were disappointed. She recom¬ 
menced her inauceuvres to lireak our line, but we soon tired out 
the good ladv, bringing her to hay in a patch of short grass. So 
excellent hadf>een our hdndobust, that, tte instant she crouclj^ 
ed, the elephants were found drawn up in a semicircle around 
Jjer, and tho piH)per mauagemc^^t of our small line had been so 
wellcnaintainkl tbroughout that we had completely blown her, 
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««/ U«MJpfflr»t« ©ffgrt M) escape «». 
iSUe,i?ai*i»ipw*at) totaWy doae up, ajiie laii Uerself devfn i>ik€ 

a carcase, and a minute tMt more stai ii% at 

eacb other. Xlie Unite, would not eren growl «t jus, and the 
only chance of gettimgo chaise out of hef wgs by wounding 
her {. so thegriffo*kc4itfi»e luiglit fii-e, and we consented, not 
autici^tiog sttch aggrarOted ateadinesa as he evinced iu the 
weary teeth ^thislii# first,|jger- He shot the poor brute clean 
through from ear to ear. Sh^made oue tremendous bound, all 
ifimi's, to the height of,five or aia ,feei from. tbe ground, came 
liowtt Uhe a Jog, and thus young T —— ceased to be a griff', 
although we coRsideredourselves in duty bound to make him 
express penitence for having made.such an immortal good shot. 
When I first saw her makiiig her death bound I exultingly ■ 

called out “ here comes the charge,” but alas ! T-'s charge 

had done for her. She was a full grown beautiful tigress to 

look at, but proved deplorably deficient in pluck. This beat 

• 

must haye been hn excellent lesson to young T -—he might 
have been at the death of a dozen tigers, without seeing such a 
striking example #f the success of sheer discipline and bundo- 
bust. Wc received the compliments of all the mahouts on our 
good arrangements, they said “ that tiger had no business to be 
killed in such a jungle, but bundobu6t*„did it all.” These 
gents have never the slightest hesitation in openly sneering at 
the want of success, should it proceed fi om any mismanage¬ 
ment ; and for a man who makes a regular hash of a tiger beat, 
they aWays entertain the most unbounded and undisguised 
contempt. The gwalla was now rewarded with five Rupees, 
the carcase put on the pad elephant, the whole job finished, 
and the party made a fresh start, all within the hour. 

We now proceeded beating the jupglesin the direction ,of a 
large village called Newria, where our tents had been remoyed 
during the day. . It rained all next morning but tow'ards after¬ 
noon I bid adieu to my sporting friends, moun(pd an elephant 
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tst, 

^ ud 4irrfred ifi s edopleof hottra «t PrJiMlMet, Aotn lienee' I had 
ksj«wk that next day landed lae safe at my own daar tROBei 
frott which 1 had hem idaaost aia «naMha aibaant. 

And DO#li ttle talc i» <K>ld< ^ He ha* beoana laore 
fatigued in writing his journal than in tmUciiig fan ci^t httn^ 
dfcd and dfiy miles. On a f^rSler ooieaaio«« come years ngo^ > he 
idio walked seven hundred, in all nfnwavda of fifteen himdred 
miles, performed <m foot. This miglit have ghren jnnt as good 
a claim to write a book of two volumes, as some other txavellera 
who have spun out to that length a mere trip to the Berindn 
Pass, &c., but he peeferred sparing his readers such an iafiie^ 
tion. He must now leave in his portfolio, the few notes he had 
written on she general character of the inhabitants of the hills, 

' till Ins next opportuntly of visiting Komaon, with which he is 
only partially acquainted and anxious to cultivate that ac¬ 
quaintance. He ventures to express a hope that he has, with¬ 
out prcftending to any minute degree of accuracy, which wwild 
have been superfluous in a rambling summary' of a tour like 
his, been able to convey something like a correct notion of the 
outlittes of the wonderful sights it has been hlfa good fortune to 
see. He has endeavoured to take notice only of the legitimate 
objects for a traveller's journal, and trusts he ^has been success¬ 
ful in avoiding all nthrepresentation and offensive personality. 
Should bis notes have tended to beguile an occasional bour to 
any of your readers, or to add even a single individual to the 
list of explorers of the Himraahi, he would consider himself am* 
ply repaid for the time spent in his g.-atuitous contribuiions to 
your journal. Until such time as he may again have an oppor¬ 
tunity of returning to his favourite mountains, he now pro* 
poses to drop the name of Pilgrim, iu his future communica¬ 
tions, which lie apprehends wiH be but few and far between, 
although he can promise they shall, hs they have heretofore 
done, princ'qially aim at the husable illustration of objects of 
onlv. t 

•r 
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** Mf twlr is dime, tlie eUaimbw ra whidi we ha^e wtiiled 
so ai»i^ houcB, not, 1 Hope, without Kome pleaiuve 
** profit, is dasertcd* ouar Happy Hour 4^ meetinj^ otrikes uo more, 
*‘^eehimoejreoeuer has’ifrowfioold, ood Muster Humpbiey'a 
*‘dfMslc ims stopped for ever.” 

My Uttile task, too, is dene. My Pilgrim’s Staff has gone up 
the'spout ! I lent it to a friend, who, 1 am sure, will not takei 

i 

offence at my sayiug^, 1 deM>t think he ever intended to return 
itw The ink stand, out of which I have blackened so many 
pages, not without some proSt 1 hopey has gone dry ; my 
pea is worn down to the stump, and my penknife is irretrievably 
blunted. By the aid a of goqd dre, my chiinney corner has 
grown warm, my clock is still inmoticm, but for want of solar 
heat the westerly wind has become so bitter cold ifiat wriu 
ingisnow a frigid occupation, at heavy discount, and out of 
door amusements are at a premium. You must therefore, but 
not I trust for ever, ac<^pt the farewell—*and for a long time to 
come, strike ou£ of your pages the name—^of 
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YplititJri inijK)rtime6 of Alto^rA.—ABi^eet of the sW(^ti<fihg cw&lrAiy. 
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and peculiar ^character of water-epiwga.-r-Tcmj^tai^ of ^ 

Climate as regards health —Geological deTel(^zj|||ieDt$.--~*'^opulatiGD $nd 
characterifitics of „the inhabitants.—Trade and markets.-^^loada.— 
Hawulbagh.—Its situation ^nd productions.— Mode of conveyance at 

Almora. 
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' Altnora has been inbalHted for nbbut 300 years, anrf was 
the seat of the Cliuod dynast^ of Kumadn Kajahs during 
that period. Their former capital was Cliumpawut, other- 
vriHs ndtned Kalee Kumaon, but that place was abandoned as 
not sufficiently central. Alniora, therefore, differs from all 
th^ other bill stations, the latter having been selected within 
the last ^ years as Sanataria on the tops of high mountains 
among forests and crag?, as most suitable for the renovation 
of the European constitution ; and the former having been 
retained as the head seat of Civil Goverrment, the chief 
military post, and the main Emporium of trade in the newly 
acquired province of Kumaon, after the battle of Almora in 

r 

April 1815, which effected its acquisition from the'Goorkhalee 
power.*f (N. ’’B. the Goorkhas conquered Kumaon in 1790 
and lost it in 1815.) 

Tlie r^ult of the long inhabitancy of Almora was been 
the loss of all the natural timber, which may at one time 
have clothed the hill on which it stands, and the iiei«-libour- 
ing eminence^. But, from an examination of the soil, it may 
reasonably be doubted whether the forests were ever exten. 


Cl 


• Th5« and the following ch'»pter are reprinted fi-om an article which ap¬ 
peared \h the /TiiBs Newapaper, from the pen Batten C. S. in June, 1843 

&• mentioned in tb«’Introdnetion. 

t (J>hteby Pi^m) Kumaon is the richest province, and yields a higher 
revenne than nil the rest of tlte Hill protecteki states put together. On this 
account, Mr. W. Fraser, at the termination of the Nepanl war, strongly reoom- 
laeaded to our Government the retenfion of this Province, and part of Gurh- 
wal I ^ey were nhver, therefore* rcstortd to any of the Ifative Bhjabs. 
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sive thereabouts. On the Kaleemutb range, 1000 feet# 
higher than Almora, the oaks (Quercus incana, Banj) ai^ll 
of a stunted size, and the common pines (pinus longifolia, 
Cheer) are only large and thick on the northern aspect, of the 
range. Tradition, hbwever, reports that deodar trees (Pinus 
deodara ) were once plentiful on the N. W. face of the Al¬ 
mora Hill—now one unbroken sloping sheet of the richest 
cultivation-*-end this may* in some measure be founded on 
fact; for many of the old blouses are built of deodar fir 
wood, and the tree itself seems to take kindly to the Almora 
soil whenever its poverty is somewhat enriched in favorable 
situations. The bareness of the hills in regard to wood, ex¬ 
tends to a distance of about 4 miles round Almora on every 
side; and beyond that distance the mountains are as well 

S 

tirrKiered as any in central parts of the province, 

Almora is a saddle shaped ridge, running from N. E. lo 
S.»W. with a tendency to^ west,—subordinate to a higher 
ridge called Kaleeniuth and Sjmtola which runs nearly north 
and south. The difference in height between the two ridges 
is one thousand feet, and the intermediate space or connect¬ 
ing neck is occupied by the hill called Hurree-Doongra, or 
Mount Brown, otifea Goorkhalee stockade, and now crowned 
by the highest and most northerly of the Almora bunga¬ 
lows. 

The Kaleemuth and Simtola range varies in height from 
6,200 feet to 6,400 feet above the sea; Hurree-Doongra is about 
5,700 feet high ; and the Almora ridge itself, extending about 2 
miles from the Block House at the east, called St. Mark’s 
Tower, to the Churralekh set of Bungalows at the termination of 
the ridge to the west, varies in elevation Hfrom 5,200 to 5,500 
feet above the sea. A lateral ridge running west from Hurree- 
Doongra, called Sitolee (the scene of all the fighting in 1815) 
stretches down to the Kossila River and Hawulbagh lines, and 
exactly faces Almora to the north. The intermediate apace is 
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crowded with villages and cultivated terraces, and a stnall stream 
wa^rs the valley of separation, rising at the spring on the face of 
Hurree-Doongra called Ranne ke Dheear by the natives, and St. 
Ronan’s well'by the European Members of the Community. 
On the east and and south sides, the mountain is based by the 
Suwal river,—-as it is on the west by the Kossila river ; and 
at theS. W. point, the ridge, after reaching its highest point 
of elevation at Churralekh, dips down in a bold and rugged con¬ 
tinuation to the point of junctihn between these tw^o rivers. 
Thus, Almora is a kind of peninsula, only connected with other 
hills at its northern or SimtoUi and Kuleemuth crest. 

The view of the snowy peaks from Almora (especially the 

Juwahir set) is very fine, and one of the best in the whole hills ; 

and on a fine day, from the parade, makes up for the bare near ‘ 

scenery. Beginning from the we.>t, after passing the Churralekh 

bungalows all high aiidai^'v, wc arrive at the open spot occupied 

by Fort Moira, otherwise ciillod L^ilJ Munee the parade. 

The sepoy’s lines (lip down fron^tliis part of the hill on the 

• 

east, and the oflicers’ houses dot the mountain on the nortliern 
and western slope. Then commences the town-^-a street, paved 
with stone, from 30 to 50 feet wide, 3 quarters of a mile length 
from gale to gate, built with houses two stories high in front— 
but generally four stories (owing* to the slope of the hill)—a 
good deal encumbered, in some of the older parts, by wooden 
galleries in the stories, but all substantially composed of mica 
slate stone, of a kind which is soft enough to be cut for orna¬ 
ment, yet hardens by exposure to the air. The roofs are all of 
mica slate, and the town has a clean, compact and pretty ap¬ 
pearance. Beyond the north eastern gate rises Fort Almora, 
the old native fort, in the enclosure of which are situated the 
treasury and Cutcherries overlooking the country on every 
side. Beyond this, the top of the range is pressed into a small 
hollow or belly, containing theXlunge, Serai, Tehseeldary and 
anotlkcr small 1i)azar, called the Lali Bazaar, and also the 
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quarter inhabited by the dooms, or outcasts. The hill then 
ag-ain ri^es towards St. Mark’s Tower, with two or t^ree 
temples and bungalows marking its course. On both sides 
of the town on the N. W. and eastern slopes, the hill side is 
adorned with very fine subtantial isolated native houses, and 
also villag’es embosomed in orchards of toon trees, walnut 
trc'cs and apricots. The east side, however, is less distin¬ 
guished in this respect than,the west, oxving to the greater 
steepness of tlie iiiountaia face; and the lines of roads for 
exereise and passage from one part of the station and town 
to another, all lie on the western face which is easy and 
level. 

The most remarkable fact at Alniora is the number of the 
springs, and their nearness to the crest of the ridg-e. This 
jiiay sound strange to the ears of those who, coming frona 
the plains, find in the hotter months water less near and less 
plentiful than yi the plain?,—ljut the fact is undoubtedly 
true. In no other hill of the whole Llimtnala have I ever met 
with water on the top of a liill ; but, at Aliuora, the spring 
next to the tank is on the very crest of the range. All the 
other springs (more than lOO in number) lie on cither side of 
tlie ridge withiti 300 feet of the crest,— and generally at a^- 
bout 150 feet from the top. Compare these springs with 
those of other mountains, where, in the rainy season, (he 
nearest spring is V i roly nearer than r>(K) feet from the crest 
of the range. At Alinora in the hotter mouths, sometimes 
the nearer springs become dry or scanty ; but, taking the 
whole hill, and putting aside the conventional distrihutiou 
of the springs amo.ig the several castes, the general supply 
of water is plentiful. Very few efthe spring's have spouts 
—most of them are natural well.^^ under covered bowlees. 
But those where spouts arc used, arc considered the purest, 
as there is no contamiuation ftossible from the cleansing of 
vessels and washing of clothes &c. All the springs nse in 



132 


FILQRIM'S ’VTANDBRINOS 


n^a slate or quartzose veins which are namerous; and al¬ 
though on the Kateemuth ridge, traces of iron anagraphite 
are observable, I am not aware that ferruginous matter has 
been detected in the Almora water. Limestone is distant 
many miles from Almora, so that calcareous matter should 
also be absent. As, however, the common diarrhoea at AU 
mora has been attributed to the water, it would be well to 
analyse some of the water from several springs. The wa¬ 
ter always tastes cool and refreshing—so much so, that for the 
refrigeration of wine, artidcial processes are not required. 

Sixty (60) degrees is about the annual average temperature 
of the air. In the hot weather, from May to 1st July, the 
climate at Almora, though at that season from 15 to 20 deg. 
cooler than in the neighbouring plains, approaches to a tro[)i- 
cal type. Punkahs and tatties are not required, and the ther¬ 
mometer (except for a few hours on some hot days before 
rain) can be kept down in a closed house to 74. Whenever 
it exceeds 86 in an outside shaded verandah, rain or a 
thunderstorm may be expected, which phenomena some¬ 
times at once reduce the temperature to 62. In the rains 
72deg. may be considered the average temperature, andat that 
season, which is very pleasant at Almora thotugh not cold and 
requiring fires as at .Simlah and Mussooree, the range of the 
temperature is rarely 2 degrees. Midnight and midday in 
a cool room shew the thennometer, in July and August, of¬ 
ten for days together, at 72 or 73.* 

Ill the winter, snow falls occasionally, but rarely lies be¬ 
yond a few hours on the ground. Different years display 
different phenomena in regard to this meteor: for instance, 
on December 11 th 1841, snow covered the ground at the 
level of the Kossila and Suwal river^ (3,700 feet); on De- 

* Oatside ia the shade the range of temperature is much greater but rarely 
exceeds 10 degree^,—bat the mean remains much the same as above men¬ 
tioned.* 
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cember 3Ist 1842 rain fell for hours, yet the Gagbur at 7,500 
feet above the sea was without a particle of suow. Snojf is 
most frequent in February^ taking a number of years. Octo¬ 
ber and November are beautiful clear cold months, and the 
fruit trees then lose all their leaves. March and April are 
generally marked by thunder storms, but in all the summer 
months, till the regular Monsoon rain falls, a thick atinosphe- 
rical haze prevails which obscures all the view. This haze 
however, is common to the wHole hills, and I have seen it as 
dense near the snow peaks as at Almora. 

Cholera last visited the bilk in 1827, or 1828, and was very 
fatal; occasional rare cases now occur. Small pox visits 
the hills once in three or four years, and is generally very 
fatal among the children. The natives practise inoculation 
(with the variolous virus) to a great extent, and few of the 
u|>per classes are marked with the disease. The towns-peo- 
ple‘of Almora are for the most part very healthy^ and the 
state of health in the cantonments, where, sometimes, the sepoys 
suffer considerably especially during their first seasoning to 
the climate, is no criterion of that of the town. Fever and dy¬ 
sentery seem to be the prevailing fatal diseases among the na¬ 
tives; and Cholic isijoften rapidly fatal, especially in the fruit and 
vegetable season. The bad fever of the typhoid form (Mah- 
murree) does not prevail at or near Almora. It seems to 
shun comfortable houses and cotton dresses, while it makes 
its home in villages where the poverty a,id dirt are greatest, 
and where woollen forms the apparel of man. It is a gross 
error to suppose that the typhus of the hills is confined to 
vallies; on the contrary, it is often fond of high and cold 
countries where a gigantic hemp grows, wild as well as culti- 
vated. The intermittent and remittent fevers prevail in the 
rallies, and in the ordinal'y hills—I have found the common 
fever and ague rapidly yield to Quinine, and a dose of Tartar 
Emetic given at the very commencement of a^ fever, qfteu 
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» checks it at once. At Almora in the rains, wild hemp, nettles, 
thl^^tles, worm—wood, mirabilis Jalapa (aiarvel of Peru) 
mint, datura, and wild balsam &c. spring up and produce 
a rank Tegtitation ; but, it is less grown over than most other 
hills, owing to the dryness and shallowness of the sod above 
the solid rock. If excessive under-vegetation is the cause 
of disease at Almora, Simla should be pestiferous. 

Micaceous Sebistus of four different kinds accordinof to 
their degrees of hardness and Crystalline character, and ac¬ 
cording to the greater or less proportion cf quartz, is the 
rock at Almorah. On the descending ridge to the Suwal 
and Kossila on the S. E. and S. W. points, a great out burst 
of granite prevails, which is connected with the eruptions of 
the same rock in an easterly and westerly direction at 
Kuneoor, Dvviira, Dol, Dhee, and Gliumpawut, alw^ays at a 
distance of about 40 miles from the plains. The Almora 
granite hvis the‘maladie du granite’ of the French Geo¬ 
logists, and the decomposition of the feldspar causes the charac¬ 
teristic boulder looking masses on the hills. Captain Herbert 
calls this sickly granite ^ Granan/ Some of tlie granite is compact 
and beautiful, especially near the gneiss strata out of which 
it is erupted, and the graphic variety is singularly so. Some 
of the mica slate strata and quartz veins shew signs of great dis¬ 
turbance, as the Almora ridge approaches these granitic devel- 
opments^and the hill sides in this direction (the S. W. and 
the S. E.) are uncommonly barren, rugged, and, to a fastidious 
eye, ugly. 

The population of Almora may be estimated at about 
6,000 souls, including the troops and camp followers, and the 
immediate neighbo'urhood is very thickly peopled. The 
inhabitants of the town and suburbs are a comfortable looking 
race, and some of the women and clnldren are remarkably fair. 
Indeed, the attractions of the former have been found soiiie- 
timsB to be v^ry powerful, even among the bold sons of Bri- 
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tain, and on the whole, from this or some other cause, the 
morality of the place has never stood very high in the estima* 
tion of the virtuous. The coolies are not so sturdy looking 
nor so strong as their brethren of the western stations, and they 
carry loads on the head instead of the back ; but they are better 
clad, and if degrees of dirt are to he taken into calculation, 
they are perhaps a little cleaner than the Gurhwallees and 

Sirmoorees. The outside of. their houses is 

N 

neat than that of the villages near Mussooree (Kearkoolee, 
Bhutta &r.), and the slate roofs give a great appearance of 
comfort: but the loss said about the inside of the Imljitatims 
the better. One of the most striking circumstances at Almora, 
is tlie great use made of female labour. In an evening 
ride, one is almost tnobbed by sets of jolly looking lasses re¬ 
turning from the heights, loaded with fire wood, grass, and 
the bark of the ivees. These ladies also act as grass cutters 
for the stables, and carry load?5 from house to house, or from 
Almora to Hawulbagh , with imfeh greater Zealand activity 
than their husbands, many of whom stay at home to nurse the 
babies. 

There is only one shop with European stores at Almora— 
that of an obese hut worthy bunneah by name Cashee Sah 
(perhaps the future Nubbe Buksh of Nainee Tal) ;—but 
though he will sell hermetically sealed provisions,’he is, alas! 
too rigid a Hindoo to prgfane bis shop with Wine, Beer and 
Spirits. He has a license however," to sell—tea, snuff and to¬ 
bacco/* His new house is perhaps the hamlsomest in the whole 
hills, and would not disgrace the main street of a foreign city. 

At Almora all the grain is brought in from the hillper- 
gunnahs, and none but the rarer sorts are imporled from the 
plains ; all the shopkeepers^ too, arc puharees, and some of the 
borax and cloth merchants who trade with Thibet are tolera¬ 
bly wealthy. As the bunneahs do not’store up yiuch grain, 
and are dependent on the caprice of the zemindars for tli^ir 


certainly more 
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supplies, soTnetimes, when the latter are busy with reaping 
and^owiiig and other urgent agricultural pursuits, the bazaar 
store o£g^rain becomes very scant. But of late yeare, this 
inconvenience has been less felt than formerly, and on the 
whole, the market may be considered as cheap and plentiful, 
considering the isolated situation of the town. Almora is 39 
miles from the foot of the hills, and the rate of carriage hire 
for the 4 marches, is one rupee. Tlie scenery of these marches 
(€ 3 u;ept the one into Almora) is very pretty, and the view 
from the Gaghur has been often lauded. Bishop Heber in 
particular speaks of it in glowing term«, and few travellers are 
disappointed with tho scene. Though comparisons are 
odious, it may fairly be stated tha t there is nothing on the road 
between Bhar and Simla, to compare with the inarches from 
Bheem Tal to Peoorain pointof beauty and variety; while 
the march into Almora is not barer than that to Syree from 
Subathoo. By the bye, why arenotiroii si\spension bribes 
built on the Simla road ? In Kiimaon, nuddees much smaller 
than the Guiuber, are g raced with these erections. 

Some of the Peuks around Almora are fine objects, and 
Seahee, Band an ce, Debee and Bissur are all high and cool 
within one inarch of the station. The roads to Bagesur in a 
northerly, to Petorah Ghnr, in a north easterly, and Lohoo 
Ghaut in an'easterly direction are remarkable for the beauty of 
the scenery through which they run and the view which they 
command. The routes to the snowy range and passes from 
Almora are many and good, and the Fiuduree Glaciers at 
the foot of Nundi Devi can be reached insix easy marches. 
There is now a good road made to Mussoore (at least to 
Teeree), and staging bungalows have recently been built by 
the Civil Officer, on that part of the route which lies between 
Almora and Sreenuggur. 

In giving an accoutft of Almora, it would be improper to 
onfit mention of Hawulbagb. This lovely spot is 1,500 feet 
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and 5 miles below Almora, but stfll cool enough to save.the* 
necessity of tattiesand punkahs, while in the cold weathe/its 
frosts and sometimes its snows are, for a short time, European 
in their intenseness. The station overhangs the Kossila river^ 
here crossed by a pretty iron suspension bridge, and the hous* 
es are scattered about the valley in a very picturesque man- 
ner, ornamented by groves of various trees and shrubs—some 
alpine and some tropical-^such as cedars and cypresses and 
m^^rtles, alongside of sissoo t^s and plantains; and Ali||pst 
buried in orchards of apples^ pea?^s and plums. The sur** 
rounding bills are covered with cheer pines, and the broad 
cultivated valley is full of fine villages. The beauty of the 
scenery at Hawulbagh, in some measure compensates for the 
absence uf it at ^imorab. Cricket niatc^ies and poney races 
form the staple amusements of the valley, as rifle-practice, 
fives, and billiards do of the bill. The Government bought 
major Corbett’s large estate at Hawulbagh, and under the 
superintendence of Dr. Jameson, the horticultural garden, it 
may be hoped, will yield large supplies of the above-mentioned 
fruits, vrliich require considerable improvement in quality. 
Thousands of Tea plants are thriving very well in the Alinora 
and Hawulbagh nurseries, and 10 Chinese tea-bakers amuse the 
puharee population with their strange figures and still stranger 


propensities. 

At Almora fire wood is always for sale in the bazar, and 
its price varies from 7 to 8 maunds per rupee.—Query j is this 
much dearer than wood by paid jhampanies at Simla and 
Mussooree ? Talking of jhampanies, I must not omit to 
mention that at Almora the usual mode of conveyance for 
gentlemen is per dandy^ a much lighter and faster-going affair 
t^n ajhampan. The dandy is nothing more than a ham¬ 
mock, swung on a pole and carried by 2 men. The 
pace down hill with a good set oft runners is liighly commend¬ 
able. Another peculiarity of Almora is that !he gboemts 
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itre not shod« They are ridden without shoes—first, because 
it is ^ound that the same hoofs which could bring them safely 
down over the snowy passes to Almora, serve for all useful 
purposes ever after;—and sec'ondly, because Almora does 
not boast a farrier. 

CONTENTS OF CH \PTER XVII. 

Almora as a residence or sanatariuoi for Europeans.—The diarrhoea 
or trot. Heat in May and June.—Bea^c-y of the surrounding mountains 
in thflife months.—Walks or drives. —Drawbacks to residence at Almora.— 
Advantages.—Native opinion of Almora. 

From the foreg'oiiig account it will be seen that, with all ita 
bareness and partial ugliness, Almora is, on the whole^ a plea” 
sant enough place, certainly a prosperous one in regard to 
the native population/ Old people are often bald, and A!- 
mora is approaching her three-hundredth year. AVe ought not 
to expect, on her crown, in a hale old age, or even (which 
would he nearer the truth) in mature days past the prime, <he 
luxuriant honors of a youthful head ; and have not her daugh¬ 
ters, especially the youngest, Nainec, lovely Nsinee, a sufficient 
growth wherewith to cover the nakedness of their mother ? 

It remains to tell what sort of a place Almora is for Furo- 
pean residents and visitors. For them there certainly exist 
drawbacks which should not he omitted in a faithful descrip¬ 
tion. Among these the greatest are—the difficulty of approach 
and departure during six months of the year—the distance 
of the station from the foot of the Hills—the unpleasant cli¬ 
mate during two months, May and June,—and the want of 
agreeable rides and walks. The inconveniences attending the 
two first-named drawbacks are sufficiently obvious, and need 
not be detailed. Concerning the third one, having premised 
that, compared to any place in the plains at the same season, 
Almora is a Paradise, 1 proceed to state that Europeans com¬ 
ing to the Hills, hope for sometfhing better than a closed house, 
and tAi in-door temperature of summer heat,’" varied by an 
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occasional rise lo 80 Fahrenheit. Undoubtedly^ an elevation. 

of5,500 feet in latitude 29 35 N. though causing hard p'ost 

and snow in the winter, is an unfortunate halfway lieight in the 

hot weather. In low situations, people expect to be grilled, 

resign themselves to tbeir fate accordingly, and consider 

Punkahs and Tatties as wafting Arabian gales, and redolent 

of bliss.” An easterly wind is their only dread,—and dust h 

even thought healthy, asjt shews the absence of swamps. At 

a great height, as at Simla Mussooree, the sun has not lost 

all his terrors, and perhaps a May morning at the latter station 

on the south side of the range—say, the middle of the white 

Mall road—before the Dhoon breeze springs up, is rather tepid 

and not quite an English May morning. But still the 

gentry” (as the good Bishop would say) can live in their 

» ^ 

houses, like Christians, with open windows ; they do notjturn 
pale or beat their servants when a door is left open, and they 
ne^d not bury themselves in bedrooms like dungeons. Visi¬ 
tors to Alinora,•therefore, especially gentlemen of a dyspeptic 
or bilious bodily diathesis, become cruel cross, and their dan¬ 
der rises when, even on the summit of a mountain, they find old 
Sol raging in all his glory, and the breezes, though not torrid, 
at least lukewarm. In vain during these two unhappy months 
do the older residents point to the ihermometrical horrors 
described at Delhi and Agra,—in vain do th^ “ babble of 
green fields”—in vain do they expatiate on the coming delights 
of the rainy season,—in vain do they tell the stranger that the 
local diarrhoea will purge off his grosser humors. Fruitless 
even is the fruit, and apricots and plums only increase the 
dihordeis of his inner man. He refuses to be comforted,—and 
like Mariana in the moated grange, 


He only " The place dreary, 
“ Why did I come ?’* he said, 

.He said ** I am weary, aweary, 

1 would that 1 were dead !** 
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,,or, if not ai!c|^uaitited with A^Ifred Tennyson, and belonging to 
a Iqwer jBchool of poetry, he exclaims:—This place is hot 

And I’ve the—irot !* 

Such are the effects of diiipppointnient, acting on a diseased 
Constitution at 5,500 feet above the sea, a height of only 
medium elevation, in the months of May and June. Yet, 
perhaps, this visitor may have fled from the brick dust, 
cowdung smoke, and fiery winds of Cawnpoor. Besides the 
want of sufficient elevation, another cause makes the dry 
hot weather unpleasant, namely, the great glare from the glitter¬ 
ing mica slate and white quartz rocks, which under a bright 
sun not only dazzle the eyes, but reflect back tlie heat. The 
white roads and scarps on the face of the Landour and Mus- 
sooree ridge have, doubtless, in sunny weather a staring and hot 
effect, but bare mica rocks are much worse, and need all the 
shading which plantations and forests can afford. At Almora 
the latter do not exist, while the former arc only attached to a 
few of the best bungalows, and to the native houses and villages 
scattered about the hill. This brings me to the subject of rides 
and walks. In th e rainy season and winter, open roads com¬ 
manding cheerful views of the country are far from objection¬ 
able, and are preferable to paths through damp and cold woods ; 
hut in the summer months the want of cool shady retreats is 
severely It is in these very months, too, that on high 

mountains, such for instance as those visible from Almora on 
every side, the woods, when not scorched by the fires, assume 
their greatest beauty. Who at that season would willingly 
miss the rhododendron, horse chesnut, acacia, andromeda, 
syinplocos, deutzia, spireea, wild rose, and many others ; not 
to mention the thousand lovely flowers which bloom at the foot 
of these trees and shrubs f I need hardly add how favorable to 
love and friendship are wanderings through forest and glen; 
and the shady paths round tfacko at Simla, and behind the 

——I — . .. 

^ . 

* Almora name for the Uiarrhma which ofteu attacks new coiners. 
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CameTs Back at Mussooree, (tbougli these names are not suit* 
ed to romance) could, doubtless, tell many a romantic tale of 
which they have been the scene. At Almorah the roadlsare 
broad, and on the whole good; and there is ^ one of them 
which extends, almost level the whole way, from one end of the 
station to the other (two miles) ; but one portion of this road 
runs parallel with the town, and not far below it. Here ac¬ 
cordingly, more than one. ^nse is offended by certain disagre- 
mens, which it is unneces:^i,ry to particularize to Indian 
readers. The main street of the town itself from gate to gate 
being, as before mentioned, clean, wide, and pretty, is not a bad 
promenade, in cool weather; and the several circuits, the 2 mile, 
5 mile, aud7 mile rounds, and the rides round Hurree-Doongree, 
up to K'dleemuth, and down to Hawulbagh, are all good in their 
way, and arc admirably adapted to individuals who delight in 
what are called constitutional walks. But they all involve a 
g^od deal of ascent and descent, are all bare of trees, and in 
short, though gfinerally safe and full of interest to a Geologist, 
^eir character entitles them to the reproach of wanting the 
quality of agreeableness, and, therefore, of forming one of the 
main drawbacks to Almora as as a resort for European men, 
women and children. 

Many of the lesser drawbacks, dullness, confinement, same¬ 
ness &c. are common to all small stations ; and tours to the 
Outposts, Snowy range, or Nainee Tal can help to banish en¬ 
nui in Kumaon. The unproductiveness of some of the kitchen 
gardens is an evil which cannot, without great expense in 
I watering and manure, be helped on the top of a mountain, and 
is not peculiar to the Almora ridge. One especial disadvan¬ 
tage, however, must be mentioned, as arising from the prejudices 
of the Hindoo natives, audthe scantiness and depression of the 
Mahomedan population. • Residents can keep farms and fatten 
gynees ; but occasional visitors from the plains suffer from the 
want of butchers and beef. It is true that, under a modern re- 
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^ulation passed by Sir Charles Metcalfe, the slaughter ofkine, 
toitliin the limits o f Cantonments only^ has been allowed ; yet 
still, beef is nt a discount, and it is a nuisance for an Englishrnau 
to eat his navoiial food as if he was committing one of the seven 
deadly sins. In an earlier page, the rules about springs were 
alluded to as being a conventional matter, quite independent of 
the plentiful su[iply of water by nature. These rules are 
productive of real inconvenience to the military and European 
public. The great majority of tilt* covered stone Naolas sxq 
pri vate property, belonging chiefly to Joses and other principal 
brahmins of the place. In confirmation of the ancient dis¬ 
tribution of the springs, these and others were, in Mr. Traill’s 
time, made over exclusively to the Hindoo community ; others 
were set apart for Mussulmans and outcasts ; others were de¬ 
clared to be common, but even there, the well must not be de¬ 
filed by the liheosty’s mussuck or Dolchee, and Hindoos are 
stationed to dispense the clement, and pour it into the sevepil 
receptacles brought. Even the plain sipahees adopt tliis 
custom, and the principal Naola in the lines has a guard ove^ 
it for this purpose. Thus, only a few distant springs, which 
are blessed with spouts, are open and free to all, and chiefly 
through the agency of Mr. G. Lushington the commissioner ; 
to these has recently been added, I am happy to say, an aque¬ 
duct which brings water from the Siiutola hill to the eastern 
termination of the town. 

The delays, expense,find botheration ofall kinds arising 
fioin this system may be imagined, and shewthat Europeaa 
stations in purely Hindoo districts ought to be founded in en¬ 
tirely uevr ground, and not be tacked on to old existing loca¬ 
tions, brimful of brahminical prejudices. The reasons for 
making A linora a station were of a political and military na¬ 
ture, and were explained at the commencement of this ac¬ 
count, It must also be remen\bered that Kumaon was never 
conquered by the Faitblul, and her llajahs only owed a no- 
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minal allegiance to the Mahommedan rulers of India* Hence” 
no fair comparison can be made with the exif&ting stalb of 
affairs at Benares, Muttra,and other holy places; nor do 
Simla and Mussooree afford precedents for a change to greater 
liberality ; for, as before observed, these Sanataria were found¬ 
ed by Europeans on unoccupied ground. Nothing but a 
positive interference on the part of Government (as in the beef 
case) can remedy the iacbnvenience ; and as the hill people are 
loyal, and not ungrateful for the protection afforded by the 
British rule (a protection impossible without the presence of 
troops) it is to be hoped that, when the time comes, they will 
bow to the necessity of the case, and submit with their usual 
philosopliy to a change of system. It is proper to mention, here, 
that prejudices arc not confined to Brahmins, as the Rajpoots, 
Bunneeahs, and Khussiahs, are all extremely scrupulous about 
castes and customs. 

Having thus fairly and broadly stated the disadvantages be¬ 
longing to Almora,as they affect the European population, I 
conclude with mentioning some advantages not enumerated in 
the first part of this history. 

The great abundance of stone suitable for building purposes 
in every part of the station, is worthy of particular observation. 
Every bouse is of stone and slated ; and common care in mak¬ 
ing ^ roof can render it water-tight. Native hrfftees, not being 
built in a hurry, never resemble sieves, and the buildings be¬ 
longing to Government are for the most part secured from 
leakage. 

Hpuse-rent is far from high, and the bungalows are, general- 

_ » 

ly speaking, good and comfortable. They have an air of 
substantialness about them which many of the houses at Simla 
and Mussooree want, and they all are buiU on level ground, 
and are not hanging over t!ie edges, or buried in the banks, of 
precipices. Some of them, also, are large aud handsome. There 
ace five tolerably comfortable bungalows for stek officeas oa 
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'leave, which the public owe to the liberality of Government, 
antfthough not palaces, their accommodation is not to be des¬ 
pised. 

A very pretty Gothic church, capable of holding 60 Chris¬ 
tians, has lately risen at the west end of the station, and is 
highly creditable to the architect, Captain Weller of the 
Engineers. After this year, the only thing wanted to make it 
complete will be a—sick chaplain. 

The clouds and mists which envelop the sister-stations in the 
Himmala are, comparatively speaking, unknown at Alinorah, 
which is, therefore, during the rains a desirable residence. At 
that season even old Kaleemuth dons a robe of green, and the 
number of fertile villages, visible in every direction, give an air 
of cheerfulness to the scenery. I suspect that, from July to 
October, the Nainee Tal folks will not be sorry to leave their 
fairy lake and take up their less romantic abode at Almora, 
in which case the change of climate will not be so severe as that 
from Simla and Mussooree to Subathoo and Behra, those places 
of refuge from the “ clou4,-compelling” Jupiter of the Hills. 

The chikorc and woodcock shooting at Alrnora are very fair 
in their respective seasons, and the district of Kumaon is full of 
noble game for a sportsman. Nainee Tal alone aftbrds an a- 
bundant supply of bears, goorul, jurrows, sorrow's and other 
small deer ;^^%nd an enterprising gentleman, this very season, 
returned from a trip to the passes with the large (literally) bag 
of one Kiang or—wild donkey ! ^ 

As a station for administering the judicial business of the 

province, and as a residence throughout the year for natives 
* 

engaged in commerce and trade, or reposing on their own re¬ 
sources, or living on hope as Oomedwars Almora is well placed, 
being central and temperate in its alimate. For these classes 
and for suitors, high peaks and dangerous precipices subject 
to severe storms, and bitter cold winters, are not an ‘‘ eligible” 
residence, to say the least. 
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Finally, the view of Almora from the toon tree on the road 
toHawuIbagh is really very pretty, and would form adifficiitt, 
but admirable subject for a painter. On a sunny day in the 
rains, the long flat ridge covered with fair buildings and or. 
chards, Fort Moira with the British flag flying bravely over its 
walls to note the Sunday^ and the fine slope of rich fields 
stretching down from the ridge to the shining river, fill the eye 
even of a dyspeptic stranger wj^h pleasure. The natives of the' 
province consider Almora as the Ne plus ultra both in 
nature and .'irt—‘and as an instance of this, I may recount that 
the writer of this paper, being accompanied by an Almora 
Barber to a mountain in the interior, 10,000 feet above the sea, 
clothed with the most magnificent pine /orests, carpeted with 
flowers of every hue, and commanding a prospect above of 
snowy peaks, and below of blue streams and fertile vallies, 
asked tho said Barber f or his opinion of the scene ; his answer 
wa»— Theek ! ^Almora kt 

CONTENTS OF CHAPTER XVIIL 

Second visit to Nainee 'fal.—^Passing through the. turaec.—Supposed 
extensive intercourse of upper India with the nations of old. —Meet with 
old friends.—Puharee ruse for a rise, or a 8urpri.se.—Money does not of¬ 
ten convert to ChritAianity.—Aldernianic fare.—Sending a boat on a 
difficult journey.—Proceed to Nainec 'I'al.—First glimpse of it. 

On the 9th December 1842,1 pnssed throng Bareilly en 
route to theboautiful la^e, and about midnight entered the 
forest of grass and trees which alternately cover the tract 
of land under the hills. It is known l>y the name of Turaee ; 
more generally called the pestilential or deadly I'uraee ; 
with what justice is rather problematical, for no where 
through twenty miles of its extent is water to be found either 
in the rivers, or in wells, v^iich have been tried to a depth of 
3 or 400 feet without an approach to a spring.* The character 
for unlkealthiiiess, commonly attached to thistract^ of country, 
is worthy of impartial investigation, to which I shall here* 
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after endearonr to siibiuit if. The road i« very bad for a tm- 
Teller in a {mhiukeeii af iiijfhl—I expected niy conveyance 
to be dashisl to piects; llu^ bearers suiiublui^ and faliiu^ 
■every fen niinn^es. Tlie liack^^ry nitw :ired ‘ej>; hiilf-tilled 
wilb stones, 5i:i‘* lirl ien b> j^ras-s; iiiiu tliese the jH)*)i\wretehes 
were constantly si pping, anil one uf‘ iheni n‘C ived a se¬ 
vere inlury, ohicb vas pn-ffy ^ell r<*moved, ho\'evM‘, by 
the outward and inward applieatiiia of Brainly. In future, 
I hliall travel either during* ihe d y, over this belt of ibre<t, 
or have a n >rc liberal supply torclies. Ily ^ullr^se, I 
found mvseif landed -afe at Bum »wree bunaf »lo\v a* the en- 
trance of (he Bulleea Pass leading to Alniora ; servants and 
baoTifaire left behind uL Hul dwance Mundee, where I had in- 
tended inaking rny arrangeinenls for porleis &c*, fur the hills. 
The palkee bearers, never having*, as they say, knoM n an in¬ 
stance ef a Sahib in a palkee going to lluldwanee, dnl not 
dure to think of awaking me to 5,sk such a silly question^ so 
they Itad to caiTy me four or five miles further tlnui necessa¬ 
ry, as a reward for their ror!)earaace. The servants and bag¬ 
gage were not long in reach ng me at Himiowree; and not feel¬ 
ing much inclined to prolong rny slay at such a forbidding 
sort of place, when iny friends were onlynine miles distant 
from me, in the hills at Beeintal, I did not delay even for 
breakfast, proceeded with all expedition to join them. I 
bad, a week previously, sent on ahead a light two-oared row 
boat al>out 20 feet in length, with the^eterniination, if possi¬ 
ble, of launching it on Nainee Tal ; a rather difficult undertak¬ 
ing in the present state of the roads up the Gagur mountain 
range. Having got sixty bill-men to carry it from Bumowree 
to Bceinlal, 1 started it ofTwith every possible precaution a¬ 


gainst injury from accidents on the road. I had nearly 
omitted to say, that there is not much chance of sleep for a 
traveller going through the fbrest in a palkee, at night, for the 
be£^re^s keep shouting at the top of their voices every five or ten 
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mmtite^, with the view of frightening the tig-ers, which are be- * 
lievefi to be very numerous. After dayn of day they grad¬ 
ually cease their Chorus, and the last shout I recollect was 
when the hills became disriiictly visible to them ; on which 
they w'omid up with a not very harmonious Cadenza of “ Ai 
Kalee Parveti Wnla,” inuchiri the style of a boat cargo of 
Hindoo passengers, when their craft is fairly launched into 
the Ginigajee. " 

The intercourse between Eastern and Western nations, 
must liavo been far more extensive than the silence of the 
Classical writers of Antiquity would warrant us in believing. 

1 think I mast have remarked this in some ofmy former notes, 
and the subject was again brougliL to iny recollection most 
forcilily hy tliea'>ove exclamation. The ignorant inhabitants 
of this remor'e fore^t calling their Goddess Kalee, “ Parveti 
Wala,” (Tree tra islat’ion,' mountain born) would not strike 
oift* as any thing very reinai’kable, did we not find some of the 
aitcieiit Greek or Roman writers occasionally using the same 
expression to discino-ijivh that of the Hiinrnala known by the 
inode; ns as the ‘‘ Hindoo Koh”— “ Montes Parveti’^ is the 
name given to that range, liy Arrian, and, if I do not mistake, 

1 believe by some'otber micient authors. Both words sio^ni- 
fy iiiountahi in the respective languages. 

TheGreeks and Komans doubtless looked upofHhe Easterns 
as barbarians, just as the Chinese have hitherto done on the 
rest of mankiii.l, ami naturally talked and wrote of them in a 
contemptible and laconic style, althoujfh it is very questionable 
which oftbe t vo were best entitled to the appellation. 

Afiern walk of three hours, I reached the Beemtal bungalow, 
where I had a most agreeable surprise in meeting my good 
friend Weller of the Engineers, in the company of Mr. Ratten. 
Unexpectedly meeting the companion of my first trip to 
NaineeTal was no ordinary piea'kiire, and the rapid changes 
which had taken place in regard to its future destiny, in* the 
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' short period of twelve months, daring which time we had been 
instrumental in drawing it out of an unaccountable sort of 0 b» 
scurity, into a well merited celebrity, supplied us with abun¬ 
dant topics f6r discussion. A good many travellers have visited 
it during 1842, and fligree that my first description of it as to 
beauty and grandeur, instead of being exaggerated, fails 
greatly short of the reality. 

Tne Putwaree of the villages around Beemtal accompanied 
me from Bumuwree, and we entered into an animated discus¬ 
sion on the Politics and Statistics of Kiimaon, and the com¬ 
parative advantages of the British and the Goorkha rule, under 
which the Province happened to be placed by the invasion of 
that restless tribe some thirty years ago. A Putwaree in the 
hills is nut the^sarae as a Putwaree of the plains. In the form¬ 
er be is a kind of Tehseeldar, receives 5 Rupees a month from 
Government, and collects the Revenue from Malgoozars of a 
tract of villages, being entrusted to the amount of 3,000 Rs ; 
collects supplies, and coolies ; attends inquests &c. There arc 
fifty-two of them in Kumaon. 

Having never seen Beemtal, I questioned him particularly 
regarding its appearance; finding that, owing to my Visit to 
Nainee Tal which so far eclipses all the other lakes, I was 
inclined to be fastidious and indifferent to the beauties of 
Beemtal, be 4Teld forth with very good taste on their respec¬ 
tive merits, and gave me to understand by the most gentle and 
polite hints, that my depreciating the latter, without having 
seen it, was a common kind of affectation. These Puharces 
do certainly on most occasions speak their minds freely. He 
prepared by a sort of clumsy ruse, which no Puharee can at¬ 
tempt without almost certain detection, to entrap me at once 
into a grand view of Beemtal, by going ahead and keeping me 
up against the bank of the road which intercepted any partial 
sight of the sheet of water. When within a yard of the Pass, 
just tibove the lake, at the point where you look down on i4;s 
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entire surface, I saw him preparing to draw the curtain, t. e. * 
step aside and allow me to see the spectacle, but I made a 
bound to one side, much to his vexation, and without his con¬ 
sent took a bird’s eye view of the pretty little she^t of water. 
He confessed to the manoeuvre by which he wished me to 
form a favourable opinion of it, being conscious apparently of 
the duration of first impressions; however, my exclamation of 
“ how very beautiful” qtilte restored me again to his good 
graces. 

The hill men hold lakes in great estimation, *and talk of 
them witli a sort of religious veneration. On joining niy 
friends, 1 found every preparation had been made for pro» 
ceeding next day to Nainee Tal, in the meantime we put the 
boat into Beemtal, and rowed ourselves round it. The ex» 
posure to tife sun for 10 days and being out of the water, had 
made it so leaky that we were obliged to have a puharee with 
us^o bale out the water, which he did with his shoe. the poor 
man was in evident bodily terror : he never was in a boat in 
his life before, and he said the Tal was very deep. lie was the 
identical person to whom Bishop Heber offered money, and 
asked to become a Christian, on which I believe he threw 
the money on the gTOUiid. It shewed tlie good Bishop's sup¬ 
posed gross ignorance of mankind so strongly, that I have 
often been inclined to think itwashnly a littll^Hece of acting 
on bis part. Aly friend’s camp exhibited delightful proofs of 
the abundance of spo/t, the antlers of the jurao, the fresh 
looking skins of the Chamois, and Kakur deer, promised a 
first rate dinner, not the less welcome to me that 1 had been 
without a meal for thirty-six hours. 

An Alderman of London would have been in raptures with 
the fare, consisting of turtle soup and three different kinds of 
venison and game. Goo^cheer, was’utit? My friends devoU 
ed themselves to some first rate beef I had brought them, there¬ 
by indicating the true John Bull 2 aat. Beef is not easily* pro- 
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' curable iu these hills, on account of the native prejudice against 
the slaughter of the sacred animal, and Government having 
made a covenant with them to prevent iti 

The puhal‘ee8 are singular beings. On Mr. B. (their Judge, 

V 

Collector and Magistrate ) landing from the boat, they crowded 
round liim like children, and in real earnest congratulated him 
on his escape from the dangers of his hazardous voyage round 
Beemtal! Had he been the pet son of every one of them, he 
couM not have been received more affectionately. They seemed 
to think it t#h unaccountable peculiarity of the sahU>~logue^ 
that they should undergo all the fatigue of rowing themselves 
about in a bout, when they miglit employ servants for the pur¬ 
pose. 

There are a number of other very pretty lakes within ten 
to twelve miles of Beemtal, but everyone of them^so inferior 
to Nainee^Tal, that on account of my having seen it, I was let 

off a visit to them. Mr. B, assured me that Beeiutal was con- 

( 

si.leri’d preft-ctly besuiufal by Bishop Ilei-cr and the mem logm 
proceeding to Almora,—what, then, must they think of 
Naniee'I’al, when ihe roads are made so as to give them an 
opportuni(y of seeing and admiring it ? By April next it will 
be as accessible to all as Simla or Mussoorec, and most pro* 
bably by far easier routes. 

After an esffly breakfast we started for Naiiiee Tal, having 
sent off the boat some hours before, accompanied by about 20 
hill men. My first visit to the lake was by a detestable and 
difficult route up the bed of the Khyrna river; on the present 
occasion 1 had to steer nearly due West for Beemtal, climbing 
up the Gagur mountain range. The path, however, was not a 
diffirnlt one, the ascents not more than three or four thousand 
feet, and the descents about one thousand. In the afternoon 

t' 

I suddenly came in sight of the entire expanse of the lake, 
from the end of tlic ridge called Sher ka Danda, at a height 
of tw o or three hundred feet above the water level. The well 
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remembered forest, wliich was in view in the distance foi> 
some time, had prepared me for its vicinity, but still o*i its 
sudden appearance, the half of it lighted up by the sun and 
looking like a sheet of fire, while the other half an the shade 
of the tremendous mountain of Ayapatta a|>peared as black as 
ink and as smooth as marble, I was much more struck both 
with its beauty and grandeur than on my first visit. On the 
present occasion, my having just come from the monotonous 
scenery of the plains enhanced that of the lake, no doubt; 
while my wandering in the great snowy range for two months 
previous to my first visit, must have materially detracted from 
the appearance of vastness and extent, which now seemed to 
characterize this unrivalled landfcape. 

( ONTENIS OF CHAPTER XIX. 

Hermetically sealing a Proviiiee.—Consequent prevailing ignorance of 
its resources.—Ludicrous mistake—Willows not eypresaes.—Map re¬ 
ferred to.—Furtlijir account of the scenery and natural resources of 
Nainee Tal.—Pleasing climate in* the middle of winter.—Commence¬ 
ment of building.—An embryo bazar. Cypress trees.—Abundance 
of game, 

Kumaon was in former days ail but hermetically sealed to 
European travellers, owing to tlie peculiar policy of the late 
Commissioner, Mr. Traill; but I can assure the [public that there 
is no system of exclusiveness practised undeP^he present, as 
under the ancient regime, of which I have known many traits 
of jealousy to excel those of the most fertile Chinese-Tartar 
imagination.* 'I'he Province is now, under the praise-worthy 
and liberal system adopted by the Government local officers, 
open to the researches of every traveller, and if ordinary pru- 

** Although these remarks gave rise to some discussion, 1 have seen no 

« • 

grounds for altering the opinion I have given. 1 allow all the good features 
for wjiich the old regime of Kumaon was celebrated, but the jealousy against 
European travellers was undoubted ; aAd the same was the case in thb Hills 
near Heyra, when under charge of the late Honorable Mr. %hore. ■ 
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* dence and fairness in dealing continue to be exercised towards 
theiiatives, there is not the most remote chance of tlie growth of 
any of the imaginary evils which Mr. Traill anticipated would 
be the resulfof unrestricted intercourse with Europeans. Nainee 
Tal would, in all probability, have long ago been the largest and 
most flourishing of our hill setUements, instead of a wilderness, 
but for the antiquated andmistuken policy mentioned. Itis 


difficult to convey a potion to the public of the state of igno¬ 
rance of localities, wliich has originated in the working of Mr 


Traiirs Cluiie?e system of government. Bareilly is only eighty 
miles from Nainee Tal, and yet up to the end of last year, it was 


a matter of doubt with the majority of the residents of the sta¬ 


tion wliether or not there was^uch a lake in existence. It waK 


ludicrous to hear the description given by two or three of the 
residents of Almora, who visited Bareilly about two months ago, 
of the sceptical ideas entertained by the majority of the good 
folks there, of the existence of suclua place as Nainee Tal. Un¬ 
fortunately neither of these residents of Almora had seen the 
lake, and could only declare that, to the best of their belief, 
there such a place. This was a neutral sort of opinion 
which could not improve the state of affairs, and I believe I 
enjoy the unenviable celebrity of bein^ ^ traveller of an e- 
quivocal character, for attachment to facts! 

Had Ihe late been in the heartofthe Snowy Range, or half 
way into Chinese Tartary, it would nut staggered any 
one's belief; but its short distance from Bareilly, only 85 miles, 
made its existence next to an impossibility in the opinion of 


many. 

Another ridiculous circumstance which occurred about a 


year ago, tended to throw a doubt on the truth of the first des¬ 
cription I gave of Nainee Tal. A few days after ^my return 
from the hills and scenery around *tfae Lake, a gentleman 
to whom I described them, thuikiiig the information would be 
acceptable to' the Editor of the Englishman Newspaper 
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communicated it without my permission, at the same time^mak-* 
ing a most ludicrous mistake, in substituting the willow foN the 
cypress trfee, and moreover giving another hundred feet in 
addition to their real height. I considered advisable to 
correct these mistakes, by publishing a short and tftee account 
of the place in the Agra Ukhhar ; but my deducting the 
hundred feet from the height of the willows and substituting 
the cypress instead, had ^iot the effect of producing a proper 
r impression of iny veracity as a traveller :—in fact, taking it 
altogether, nothing better than my contradiction could have 

j 

been devised with the view of making it questionable and 
suspicious. To endeavour to convince your readers that the 
place is really possessed of a “ habitation and a name,” I now 
send you a rough sketch of the lake, and the adjacent country 
in the direction of Moradabad, Bareilly and AIrnora. On the 
south side lies tlie mountainous ridge called Ayapatta, and 
yearly to the South West, the great peakof Deoputta, exactly 
resembling one uf those in the Snowy range, in point of shape 
and graiuleifu :—in a westerly direction lies the shapeless mass 
called Cheiiiur, with its terrific precipices and land slips and 
cypress clad glens ; and to the Northw^ard extends a Jong 
ridge called Slier ka Danda. At the point of junction of the 
latter with the Ayapatta ridge, is the gorge through w^hich the 
surplus waters of the lake make their cscafiW^f^ small portion 
falling over the brink, and the bulk of it by subterranean pas¬ 
sages. Along the crest of Sher ka Danda, there are about 20 
building sites, the whole of them commanding an extensive and 
gorgeous view of the highest part of the Snowy range, with 
the drawback, however, of water having to be brought from 
some little distance^rom the springs below; although, after all, 
in that respect, it would be a trifle compared to the best sites 
at Landour and Mussdoree. On the lawns and undulating 
ground between the lake and. Chienur, fifty to a hundred, or 
even double that could be built, according to tlje extent of land 
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’granted beyond wliat is necessary for the mere buildings. 

the summit of the^yapaUa range there is an immense 
extent of ground for houses, with springs of water at an ele¬ 
vation of abofit seven thousand feet above the sea : * indeed a 
gentlemanho visited it in October last, having been request, 
ed by Mr. Batten, C. S. to examine its capabilities, reported 
it large enough for London itself; meaning, doubtless, that 
there was a great deal more than ever would be required. 
There is also building ground, with water near, on the west 
face of the Clieinur mountniii, so there can never be any ap¬ 
prehension of the snpply falling short of the demand. .The 
supply of wood, both for building and fuel, is inexhaustible, 
and the resources for every other kind of material seem unli¬ 
mited. Tliere are more cypress trees withered or half wither¬ 
ed than can be expended in buildings for half a dozen years to 
conic; not one of the green trees need be cut down, they 
may all be preserved for ornament,,at the same tinie that the 
getting rid of those dried up ones will improve the appearance 
of the scenery. This cypress is dilferent from the Persian 
species, and is considered by tiie natives of the hills to be 
quite as valuable as the deodar, which, in England even, is fast 
superseding every other kind of pine fir. It appears, on the 
best native authority, to last in buildings for centuries. 

The lull oalii^towK to a gigantic size near the lake, sur¬ 
passing any others I have seen in my extensive Himniala 
rarablings, and the small bamboo called the rungal, an article 
exceeding useful in buildings, is in abundance. The AyapaU 
ta mountain is composed of limestone ; a great proportion of 
the Chienur and part of Sher ka Dandaof different kinds of 
slatestone, a most ndmirable one for buildAgs, with occasion- 

* There must have been a mistake. 1 believe^ pn the part of mj informant ; 
es I have never found springs of water on Ayapatta, so high as seven thouijand 
feet, although tlierv are some even higTier than that, on the spurs of the 
CheiDarL>Mountain5. 
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ally lime stone and other formations. The multitude of oma> * 
mental trees, shrubbery, and wildHiowers, such as Rhodo¬ 
dendron, wild rose, lavender &c. &c. is not exceeded or even 
rivalled by any other part of the sub-Himmala ^ange of an 
equal extent f nature seems to have lavished her gifts vrith a 
profuse hand, to have blessed the spot with a climate suitable 
for the complete enjoyment of her bounties. During the 11th, 
12th, 13th, and part of 14th December which ve spent at the 
lake, the thermometer scarcely vari d in the shade, day or 
night ;—the lowest at night or rather half an hour before sun¬ 
rise being 46® and the highest during the day 54®. The lake 
is completely encircled by high mountains, and I suppose has 
on that account a more equable climate than is generally found 
at the same elevation. We were equally free from the parch¬ 
ing mummy making cold of the December mornings of the 
plains, and the oppressive noon-day heat. Before our arrival 
tile temperature^ must have •been lower however, because we 
found a small lake, about 300 feet higjer than NaineeTal, 
completely frozen over, and the ice so deep that we were able 
to amuse ourselves sliding over it. VVe had not thought of pro¬ 
viding ouerselves with skates, for which there is here ample 
scope. Even on the ice we did not find the cold half so 
disagreeable as in the plains, where low temperatures are, 1 
think, unnatural, and any thing but liealt}jy.*“^Xhe visitors to 
the lake in June found the temperature about 57*^;* so that 
the climate must he all tlie year round quite as good, if not su¬ 
perior to that of any part of England. 

About half a dozen locations for building ha\c already either 
been applied for or granted, and Mr. Lushington the Commis¬ 
sioner of Kumaon has already commenced upon a small house. 

We found he had erected out-houses sufficient for a large camp, 
_ —■-—— . — 

* Although I was told so, I think there must be some mistake ; as in Jund 
of this year, 1844, from the 15th to the 25th, the thermometer generally stood 
at 67^ to 72,** and on several occasions for an hour or two, as high 75.** 
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and we managed to shelter ourselves in them, as well astlie 
whole of our servants an#retinue, our guests, consisting of hill 
people who hud come to see the tamasba, included. I 
selected and marked off three sites for myself and friends on 
the original spot fixed on so far back as November 1841, and 
several other applications for land are in progress, with the 
view of making it a saiiatarium. Arrangements are also be¬ 
ing made by the local Officers to render the nature of every 
tenure so clear and distinct, that there is every reason to hope 
the new settlement may profit by the mistakes and mono¬ 
polies and vague transactions, which have rendered property 
at Mussooreeso unsatisfactory to its owners. Government 
has decided on fixing the rent of land at NauiceTalat2 
annas per kucha beega, 6 beegas to tiie acre, and ordered a 
place to be set apart for a Church and public buildings. 
I shall hereafter send you copies of the public correspond¬ 
ence, which has taken place bet^veen myself and the Kuma<ni 
local Officers and the Government on this subject. ^ A bazar 
has been planned out by Mr. Lusliingtoii the Commissioner, 
and the hill people are fiocking in to take leases of land for 
dookans. They are rejoiced at the prospect of Nainee Tal 
becoming a fiourishing settlement, and by April next if 
European visitors arc numerous, there is little doubt that 
every kind of-cifjtiiiary supplies for food as well as porters foi* 
carriage will be procurable. At present the snow must be 
deep on the hills, as well as the gleu of the lake, but will 
disappear by the end of March. Almora is about 35 miles 
distant, and the road to it is by a Pass over the ISlier ka 
Danda, north of the lake. On the opposite side (to the lake) 
of this ridge, there is a thick forest of cypress and oak trees, 
which, about fifteen*hundred feet downwards, is succeeded by 
one of the common or Norway pine fir ; on the opposite side 
of the Cbeiuur uiouutain there *is also an immense forest of 


^ See appendix No III. 
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cypress trees ; as well as on the south aide of Ayapatta, over* 
hanging the plains* There is no oth^ instance in any part 
of the Gagur range, or indeed in any part of the Sub Him* 
mala, where cypress forests are found so near the *plainaas in 
the vicinity of Nainee Tal. Those on the south side of 
Ayapatta are only seven miles from the entrance of the Nihal 
river Pass. There is here no outer range of hills correspond- 
to the Sewalick range between the Jumna and Ganges ; 
the Gagiir is at once entered direct from the plains, and 
from an elevation of not more than T,500 feet above the sea, 
an ascent of about 5,500 in 7 miles brings yon to the top of 
the Pass just over the lake. This sudden transition, from the 
plains into the mountain scenery on such a large scale, is so 
striking, that even to an old traveler in the Himmala, an 
impression is conveyed, that a section of the great Snowy 
range itself must have been leinoved by some mistake from 
itsewn proper region an<l dropped around Nainee Tal. The 
scenery of theJuwahir Pass loading into Chinese Tartary, 
is here exhibited on a small scale :—the cypress trees 
are common to both, and tlfe peaks have a strong resemblance 
to each other. The deodars at Simla, with the exception of 
a very few trees in the deep kuds, are inferior in size and 
beauty to the Nainee Tal cypress. My friend Weller paid 
a demi-official visit to the Juwahir Pass larft^>ear, crossed 
the Snowy range,and went three day’s journey into Chinese 
Tartary, nearly in the direction of lake Manes Surowur :— 
fitill, with the opportunities he had of seeing scenery to which 
there ill no equal on the face of the globe, he declares that 
Nainee Tal and its mountain ramparts are not thrown into the 
shade by any thing else that came under his observation. 
Considering that, on the above occasion, he was for a month 
wandering among mountains twenty three to twenty six 
thousand feet in height above the sea, he might have been ex¬ 
pected to look upon any thing in the lower ra\ige aa fery 
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insig-nificant/and it is therefore a strong- opinion in favour of 
the lake. Game of every kind is in unusual abundance. In 
October last three sportsmen, who paid it a visit, slaughtered 
in a few daVs, 3 jurao (largest red deer) 8 chamois, 5 kakur, 
a bear, and 4 other animals. I believe they did not shoot at 
pheasants, which are also in great plenty. 

t ONTENIS OF CIIAPTEE XX. 

• ' 

Arrival of a boat at the Lake.—Launching it.—Astonishment of the 
natives. - Comparisons with the Hindoo deities.—Half practical joke.— 
A bear.—A tiger severely wounded.—Dangerous search for him among 
cavernfi.—Construction of a wet dock for the boat.—Start for the plains 
by a new route.—Straits of Thermopylae, and consequences to fat gentle¬ 
men.—Copious supply of water. — Gypsum in abundance.— Sublime scen¬ 
ery. — Reach the plains in tif^ and a half hours. 

The boat which I tookwith me to Nniuee Tal, was convey¬ 
ed over the mountains with great difficulty, anfl did not reach 
its destination till a whole day after our arriv al. I liiul 
iunatolv taken the precaution of bringing a Carpenter and 
plentv of damtner witli me, or the boat would have been use¬ 
less. The value of this Ban(JoI)nst was allow^ed, and it was 
voted nom. con. that I must have been making good use of 
the ‘Sloorboen/’ Tlii^ was flattering; hut, as I have said 
before, bundobust is no wl^ere so well understood as amoaig 
the old Rolfil^Jindites, We soon had the pleasure of lauiich- 
insr into the water the first boat that ever floated on the bosom 
of Nafnec Tal, and one of the first things we did was to make 

^ '-mf' 

its circuit at full speed, in sight of an astonished and delight-* 
ed assemblage of Pubarees, (do not print this putwarees, if you 
plea-c, printer’^ angels!) who likechildren, were almost frantic 
with joy at the novel and unexpected spectacle. The circuit, 
I should say, is Similes. On landing, the hill people crowd¬ 
ed around to conrrratulate us, and amused us exceedingly with 
their remarks. Our a])pcarance In the distance on the lake, was, 
VfitH the most ingenious and classical good taste, likened to the 
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first appearance in tlie world of the God Vishnoo emerging 
from the nighty deep. • 

The hill people are well versed in the Hindoo Mythology, 
and in a minute the whole history of Vishnoo lying asleep in 
the bosom of Devi, at the bottom of the ocean which then 
covered the earth, and a lotus stalk springing out of his body 
and the ascending flower soon reaching the surface of the 
flood, and Brahma springingout of that flower &c. &c., was 
related to us Avith gravity and solemnity. Our boat was the 
fac simile of the said lotus flower, and we being three resent* 
bled the Hindoo Trinity, and our advent on Nainee Tal in a 
boat looked like the “ first-born” come to people the earth 
with Iniinan heings ! ! ! We succeeded ft enticing a respect¬ 
able Tliokdar, called Nnr Sing, into the boat with us on our 
second voyage. This gentleman had laid claim to Nainee 
Till and the mountains around; hut it was decided against 

liim l>v Mr. Batten in liis Court. The case was at this time 
*' > * 

before eitlier the Board of lle\enue or Government, On get- 
tinii'well into the lake, I asked him if he would resign bis 
j)rctensions and admit tl»e right of the Honorable Company 
Ihilnidoor to the lake, and intiniate<i to him that he had his 
clioiee of doing so or of being left in possession of his property 
on the spot.^ He looked very blank, said the lake was very 
deep, and agreed to vvaive his claim, in prefeiic^ouhe chance 
or rather certainty of being drowned if the boat were upset, a 
feat we assured him we could prepetrate in one instant with¬ 
out danger to ourselves. 

Being always provided with a book and pencil when in the 
hills, I produced them, and the poor man wrote out in it, a 
deed by which he resigned all claim to the 'lake ! As all the 
Puharees of Kumaon, however poor, can read and write, as 
soon as we returned to the sfiore I exhibited this document to 
the assembled crowd, and then poor Nur Sing was told that he 
had been most villainously hoaxed. We had piit^on asseri- 
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ous faces as we coaid while on board the boat, and the man, I 
dv> believe, thoug^bt us in earnest, but the I'oars of laughter 
that now saluted him on every side opened his eyes to the lit¬ 
tle trick wk had played him. He got ridiculed and roasted by 
all his neighbours, in such a style as one never sees among na¬ 
tives of the plains. Our joke was considered as first rate^; 
there is nothing the hill men are fonder of than a good practi¬ 
cal one, and nothing they are so sensitive to, as ridicule. Nur 
Sing has now applied to be made tlie Putwaree of the new 
settlement on 5 rupees a month. 

In one of our excursions on the lake, we came upon a great 
black bear climbing a frightful precipice, and ordy thirty or 
forty yards distant from us. To our great disappointment 
we had not a gun on board, or we should have bad splendid 
eport. The first shot at all well directed must have tumbled 
him into the lake close alongside our boat. IJe soon dis¬ 
appeared, craw ling ovier the face of upright rocks, that,, no¬ 
thing but our seeing could have convincetl us were practica¬ 
ble to any animal whatever. 

Weller during the day of the 13th, fired at a tiger and put 
a ball through him. We turned out our whole camp in the 
evening and traced him for a long way by bis blood into a 
lab) riiitli of the most dismal caverns in the limestone moun¬ 
tain of Ayftpw.ta. The ground was almost impenetrable from 
the thickness of the Rungal bamboo, and we had to take some 
frightful leaps over thje ravines which led out of and into the 

endless succession of apparently bottomless caves. In one of 

them we saw a part of the skeleton of some large animal that 
bad fallen a prey to the brute. Had we come upon him, with 
life in him, it must have been a deadly dangerous encounter 
to some of us. We kept together pretty well, determined to 
be staunch, but our search was Vraitless. This tiger in the 
morning took a fancy to Weller’s seal-skin cap, mistaking it 
ftpr some afiimal, (this also happened once on a time to my 
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friend D-at Petora Gurh with a leopard,) and . instantly 

crouching commenced a stealthy approach with his tail wp 
evidently determined on making his breakfast of our good 
friend, who, instead of running, accanunodated thtf animal so 
far as to approach Some twenty yards nearer him, to have a 
better shot. He was drilled through and through by Weller’s 
bullet, but it was not fatal, and we were sadly disappointed in 
losing him, Weller also csrme upon two leopards, huntiog 
the lungoor, a very laige species of monkey. I never before 
could imagine how so many leopards in the hills managed to 
make their livelihood, but this accounts for it. There are thou- 
sands of monkeys about Nainee TaK When one of them is 
unlucky enough to take refuge in a solitary tree, a pair of 
leopards stand sentry over it, till Jacko’s impatient temper 
soon prompts him to bolt and run for it, and for a short distance 
when once on the grouiul, tlicy have no chance of escaping a 
pai'iof leopards. The natives assured Weller, that there were a 
great many destroyed in this way. 

After enjoying ourselves for three days to our heart’s con¬ 
tent, we prepared to quit the lake on the 14th December. As the 
boat had to be wintered here, we set half a hundred puharees to 
work on the construction of a wet dock at the edge of the lake; 
this was covered over with strong branches and leaves of trees 
to protect it from the snow, and there tlie little tl^aft remains in 
solitary possession of Nainee I'ah Early in the forenoon our 
little party broke up, Weller returning in the direction of 
Almora, and Batten and myself making for the plains by the 
most direct route, down the ravine of the Nihal river. We had 
first to make a short ascent, and then an almost uninterrupted 
descent of five thousand five hundred feetin’about 7 miles. 'The 
scenery of the Pass is very grand ; the side of Ayapaita mountain 
facing the plains is a wonderful sight. Inaccessible peaks, and 
an alternate succession of tremendous landslips and beautiful 
clumps of the cypress, diversify the landscape. A little way 
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down ift seen a singular variety of mountain pass. A little deep^ 
ctit not more than two and a half or three feet wide and some 
times ten or twelve in depth, continues for several hundred 
yards. It must be a miniature of the Khyber Pass. Two fat 
gentlemen meeting here must come to a dead halt, and om 
of them would have to retrace his steps. The path is com¬ 
pletely shaded for several miles by fine trees, among which, 
for the first time in the Himmala, the Magnolia was pointed 
out tome by Mr. Batten. A river of water gushes out in a 
body from a limestone cavern a little waj down ilu- Pass, and 
there is not a mile of the distance without an ample supjily 
of this invaluable element. This is no ordinary advantage, 
for l>ctween Rajpore and Mussoorce I have seen many natives, 
with heavy loads, nearly half-dead for want of a little water. 

Halfway down, the forests of Norway pine commence, and 
are inexhaustible. At this point there is also another small lake 
called Koorpaka Tal, where Batten proposes having a lialf-v ay 
staging bungalow erected. Near the lower termination of 
the Pass the mountains are composed of white andjjgd gypsum, 
sometimes formed into the most fantastic shaped mounds, 
pillars and peaks, and at one point bearing a perfect resem¬ 
blance in every w^ay to the great Snowy range around the 
Jiiwahir Pass. The whole of the Pass by which we descended, 
and which 1 slnlll call the Nibal river Pass, is, beyond com¬ 
parison, the most magnificent entrance to the Alpine regions 
of the Himumla that I have ever seen. It is an approach 
W'orthy of such a sublime termination as Nainee Tal. One 
almost feels inctineil to fall down and pay homage to the sub¬ 
limity of nature, here exhibited with such matchless skill. 

Ill two and and a half hours from the lake we reached the 
plains, where we found our horses waiting for us. The dis¬ 
tance 1 should say is between seven and eight miles. I shall 
now give a short account of the different routes which are or 
cauH>e made practicable to and from Nainee Tal. 
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Ist. From Bareilly to Haldwanee Mundee aod Bumowrse, * 
’ where there is a bungalow. Thus far is the usual road to AI- 
mora, and the point beyond which hackeries cannot at present be 
taken. About 4 miles beyond Bumowree there is^n iron sus¬ 
pension bridge over the Bulleea river, which has its source in 
Nainee Tal; here the Almora road is left to the right, and the 
path is along the bank of the stream for four or five miles till 
you come to an easy spur of the Gagur range, which has to 
be ascended and rounded near the outlet of the torrent. You 
thus enter Nainee '1 fi on the South-east side. A few 
hundred feet below the t the lake, there b a tine water 
fall. This route is to be made pas.-able for jampans and ponies 
by April next. Subscriptions are now in progress for funds for 
this purpose. The outlay of a few thousand Rupees on anew 
road between Bumowree and Nainee Tal via the Bulleea river, 
would make the a|)pi oacli of the laden hackeries, to within 
Siyiles oftlielake, (mile praclicable. 

2u{J. FriMii Bareilly to Bazporej then through the forest to 
the Kalcedongee and Bliela villages about ten coss ; enter the 
bed of ilie Nihal river and ascend to the lake. This is the route 
by vvliicl) I left the lake, as before mentioned, it is the most 
direct of all. aui hackeries can be taken to a point only seven 
or eight miles from tlie lake. Should this become the principal 
r(tu(e to and from the plains, a Mundee wilkimgiediutely be 
established at or near Iluhlwanee. 

, 3id. From Moradabad to Kaslieepoor, a considerable town, 
then to Chilkeea, and on to Polgurh. The bed of the Dubka 
is easy but stony ; ascend the Polgurh Bass which leads 
•through a lower range corresponding to the Sewalick between 
the Jumna and Ganges; descend into the Kutha Dlioon, some 
miles of cultivation, enter the bed of the Boorha river and 
continue up it for four milfts ; then turn upone of its feede.-s 
from North-east three miles, and pscend easily to the Pass be. 
tween the Cheinur and Deoputta mountains oveflianging (he 
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lake. Or a road could be made from the Kotba Dhoon to ja^'; 
the Nihal Pass at or near Koorpaka Tal, then on to the take, 
as in No. 2. The Folgurh Pass is not yet passable for hackeriet|| 
but might be made so without much difficulty. Thisroutilpl 


with a little clearing of the road near Chilkeea would, itJil 
l^lieved, be at all times of the year as healthy if not more so. 
than the Deyra Dhoon. Mr. Batten, who was once employed in 
Saharunpore, declares that the sickness among the native police 
was always ten times trorse at the Mohun Cbokey in the Keree 
Pass, than in any of the posts in the Kurnaon forest. Huld- 
wanee and the Kotha Thaiias are both far more healthy than 
that part of the Deyra Dhoon. A strong prejudice exists 
against the Kumaon Tiiraee, bht on trying to come at the 
merits of it I have always found that it stands on the principle 
of “ give a dog a bad name,” &c. The deaths that have oc¬ 
curred to European travellers from fevers which are described 
as so dreadful, I have found to have been almost wholly,/)C- 
casioned by downright imprudence, and neglect of proper ar¬ 
rangements for the journey. I shall again recur to this sub¬ 
ject, and conclude in my next with a few remarks on the tract 
of country under the hills. 


CONTENTS OF CHAPTER XXL 


Interesting, ridfe.—Puharee impatience.—Occasional remedy for it.— 
Groorkha soldiers, nearly all natives of Kumaon.—Motee Ram’s escape 
from the Affghanistan disasters.—Irrigation.—Disappearance of river.s 
in the shingle.—Description of the Bhabur, or tract under the hills.—Its 
character ; and that of the turaee.—Want of good arrangements and 
prudence worse than its climate. 

From the foot of the Hills at the outlet of the Nihal river, 

4 

where we found our horses in readiness, wcrode to Uuldwanee 
through the forest, a distance of about 16 nsiles. From com¬ 
mon report, I had been led to believe that the whole of this tract 
was a disraa] wilderness of/|ilngle, so impenetrable and unheal¬ 
thy that human beings dreaded even approaching it. To my 
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^.^onishment 1 found a great number of flourishing villages 
with luxuriant cultivation, and wherever there was forest it 
l^iiad nothing of the character of a jungle. The Saul trees h*ave 
l^ong ago been cut down by the timber dealers; but there are 
i^lmniense numbers of other species, many of them very beauti- 
. ful and stately, and the underwood is anything but impenetra¬ 
ble, The road is excellent, with the exception of the stony b^ds 
of a few hill streams which we had to cross. 'I’he cultivation 


is irrigated by numerous artificial canals brought from these 
streams. To dwellers in the plains, the sight of these beautiful 
little canals brimful of crystal water running along on a level 
wuth the surface of the ground, affords a greal deal of pleasure. 
The benefits they confer oi^ the cultivators are not to be esti¬ 
mated ; they arc invaluable. Wherever I saw them, they were 
accompanied by sheets of cultivation, and I said to myself 
what might not the whole of Kohilkund be, if the Sahda river 


# 


were turned Into canaln and carried through the province, 
Theinhabitar.ts'of these villages under the hills, appeared far 
more comfortable than in any other part of Rohilkund which 
I have seen. They turned out bodily to sec their master Mr. 
Batten, who seems to i>e personally and intimately acquainted 
with every one of them, as well as their lands, cuUivation and 
feuds. This gives him a great advantage in settling and pre¬ 
venting the endless litigation, to which the hill men bear such 
an attachment, that it seems to form one ofthliir chief lux¬ 
uries. Many hundreds of the puharees would sell all they have 
and beggar themselves, to be able to indulge in litigation with 
an obnoxious neighbour. They are iu the practice, too, of in¬ 
venting the most incredible complaints ; they rush into court, 
petition ill hand, with such frantic gestures and furious elo¬ 
quence, that a person unacquainted with their habits would be 
led to suppose they must^ave been robbed and plundered, and 
at least half-lilled, when the cream of the whole affair perhaps 
turns out to be that some neighbour either looked or spoke 
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angrily at hiitii or laughed at him. These, and even bel^r 
grounded complaints, Mr. Batten can, from his intimacy w.il 
his subjects, dissect in an instant, and they generally end i 
the complainant sneaking off, heartily ashamed of hims^ 
and in terror of its subjecting him to ridicule. In all my hj 
wanderings, although I have had hundreds of complaints' 
brought by villagers against servants &c., not one halfof 
them had any ground at all, and the other half were sochildish 
and frivolous, that it only required a few words and a little 
patience to restore the complainants to good humour. When¬ 
ever a hill man came to me more frantic than common, with a 
dreadful story of wrongs, I used to quiet him, and tell him to 
sit down, and I would hear it whoever he could tell it with¬ 
out the accompaniment of insane gestures and unnecessary 
uproar. After a few minutes, on giving him another chance, 
I generally found tlie fever abated, but not enough to make 
him reasonable ; so made him sit down again to eat patien^ce 
and philosophy ; tried him again and again, till at last finding 
that, divested of the frantic gestures and infuriated eloquence, 
his story was com|>let6ly spoiled and not worth telling, he 
would take the first opportunity he could of sneaking off. Their 
impatience is proverbial. I remember near Josee-Muth, myself 
and two companions journeying along the road at some dis¬ 
tance from each other, apuharee rushed up to the foremost 
of our party, a Queen’s officer, threw himself into the most 
killing attitudes, and swore that our servants, who had gone on 
ahead some miles, had robbed him of a dozen sheep, beat him 
and driven him away from his dock. Tlie Queen’s officer, not 

understanding his lingo, briedy answered him go to-’’and 

walked on. His eloquence was evidently beginning to thaw, 
but he thought he might as well have another trial, so he wait* 
ed for the next in order, a Companyls officer, who, after hear¬ 
ing him, directed him to go tothe Sahib iu Uie r^r. His story 
had much diminished in interest by the last gendemau's in- 
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, diflferpnce, for the number of sheep plundered was reduced to 
and whan he came at last to me, and I commenced J>y 

• 1A> A f 

Unking him tell his story quietly, the damage was brought so 
TOts as one small Iamb. On getting to Josee-Mistli, I found 
^ timt my hill tindal had laid hold of a lamb in the man’s flock 
and asked him to sell it for our use, on which he ran off as if 
plundered out of house and home. I sent for the animal arid 
he sold it to us, pocketed the money with a g'rin, and walked 
off apparently as much pleased as ourselves. The natives of 
the plains cannot endure the puharees, they look upon them as 
the most contemptible of human beings ; and, vice versa, the 
puharees both detest and fear the desee men. The Kuiiiaon 
puharees, however, have many very gfood qualities, among 
which the chief is honesty. They are not wanting in courage 
cither, like those about Mussooree ; a great proportion of the 
men of our Goorkha corps, are natives of this province. A- 
bciit eight hundred of the Goorkha corps in Shah Soojah’s 
service, who fought so desperately at Charekar, were natives 
of Kumaon, chiefly from Kalee Kumaoii and Lobha. The 
great hero of Charekar, MoteeRam, is the son of the Chokey- 
dar of the staging bungalow at Dargurra, near Lohoo Ghaut, 
a poor halfbUiiti infirm old man, an inhabitant of the neigh¬ 
bouring clearance in the forest. No doubt he must familiar 
to many travellers in that part of the hills. 1 wgll remember 
the old man making most anxious enquiries of me regarding 
the Goorkha corps in Affghanistan, early in December 1841, 
when I passed a night in his bungalow. I had then no news to 
give him ; but it was rather strange that next morning, on my 
arrival at Lohoo Ghaut, I received the first intelligence of the 
insurrection and massacre of Bumes,&o. in Cabool. Motee 


Ram, in bis own native hills, would have appeared to a casual 
observer just the same a#any other puharee. Circumstances 
developed bis real character, which, however, is after all only 
that of half the natives of Kumaon, if they wefe in a similar 



168 


riLORIu’s WAMDSBINOS 


' position. He possesses a copy of the Englishman newspaper, 
article on the Charekar catastrophe, and a copy, a gift from ,, 
the Editor, of McSherry’s translation of his own melancholy 

^ P 

narrative. 

He hafi been so lionized and annoyed at Simla by having 
to repeat his story every day of his life, that he has now Le- 
*cohie silent and avoids the inquisitive curiosity ? Europeans/ 
To the natives of his own hills he has always been impenefira-^ 
We ; he will tell nothino^, because, poor fellow, he wishes to a- 
void the distinction of beinjj* the nusseiiger of evil tiding'Sto 
ahnusi every Rajpoot family in 'vtrn on and British Gurh- 
wal. Hesaw all his brave c .up lioiis in arms uiassaiued and 
lives alone to tell the tide How very melancholy! He is 
iM)w about to visit the C iur) of the Governor General, and 
the Commander-in-Cliief V the hope of getting something 
in the Kelat-i-Gilzie C'^' ps, or of being able to utta(?h him¬ 
self to Eldred Pottinger, the only European survivor of Ch/i* 
rekar, and of course the only one w ho r njld give testimony 
to the truth of his sad story. He was hnig at his home before 
recovering from the effects of his campaigns, and to the deep 
regret of all who know him and wish to serve him for his bra¬ 
very, he failed h* obtaining ^ven a naicl-hip in the Kumaon 
Goorkka^Corps, stationed within a few miles of his home, 
Theoarives of this Pn vincchave a very good i4eaof their own 
courage, when any thing occurs to call for it. My friend the 
Putwaree who tookmeto Leemtal, in talking of the conquest 
of the hills by the British, scouted the idea that we could ever 
have have wrested the country from the Goorkhas, had the in¬ 
habitants not been in our favour. The Nepaul rule, he said, 
was tyraiiDtcal and'unjust, and the entire population of 
Kumaon not only stood aloof, but even gave us every 
t£mcc in their power. There was truth in my friend’s remarks, 
forit can easily be imagined wjiat a struggle an army woukl 
have^ to make,^ when opposed by ten thousand men like the 
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Jteroes df ChareJtar. It is a popular error which would maltC * 
.ifJepaulalone the nursery of our Goorkha soldiers; halfik^ 
%ast are natives of Kumaon. 

After a most interesting and agreeable ride of three or four 

(yi 

jimurs, we arrived at Huldwanee Mundee, a large bazar and 
Wart for hill produce, which is kept up all the year instead 
of being temporary like Chilkcca, or Suneya. 

I was of in amused to see the canals for irrigation crossing 
each other on hridges, and son^itimes two or three running along 
side of each other. ii-.iwing to the uncomprojmising and 

uiicotiventional charMi’ ct i oi the natives of the hills; every 
village must have its owis separate canal independent of any 
other, and if it were to recoi assietance from a neighbour it 
Would lose caste and >. .iK ! It woul \ be undiijnified and dis- 
graeefui ! Not that any one would stand a chance of receiving 
it, for the owner of a would a hundred times rather run 

hi? surplus water to wa^io u rho forest, than let a neighbour 
benefit by a£mgledropof it. * The whole of the canals neat 
IIuldwMuce rre brough' from tlie Ghoula river, and each vil¬ 
la.^ ut proprjetor 1 is i is own dam-head and his ownWater- 
cour.-?^ j It f :r. 'tlirougli forest, thus causing an immense 
waste. Soii",3times are to be seen five or six canals all carried 
along the face of a ha^jj^t one above the other, and so clannish is 
their hatred of each other, timi a stone falling froyi olifl down 
pon another leads to the most determined litigation. 

Commissioner Traill at one ...iue interfered, and authorita-^ 
lively introduced asysteinof day and night appropriation of the 
water; this has as yet been supported by the Civil Court decrees. 

’ If Government] w'ere to take the management of the watei* 
under their own controiil, there would be‘a sufficiency to irri¬ 
gate double the present cultivation. Just now the Ghoula river 
is entirely run off into thesS canals, and, a little below Kuid^ 
tvane^, is quite dry to near Tanda, about 15 miles lower down 
where the springs again break out. This is th^<?ase witb all 
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tiie minor rivers of Raliilkliund, such as the Bhaigool, Garriy 
&c! ;—their water is forestalled and half of it wasted, owing 
the bitter sjiirit of the puliarees' eniuity with each other*. 

There is no cultivation found beyond the influence of theSQ. 

0 

cauiilss, which, however, even under the present system give 
fertilify to a considerable extent. The quantity of land 
croyi[)cd in the forest under Kuniaoti by these means, is a^ 
inu:rii as 25,000 aciTs, and if Government were to interfere 
nod compel an cqoitable distribution of the water, it might 
porlinps be doubl jd. This forest land is, by the hill men, call¬ 
ed tlic“ bhalnir,’’ and is divided into four parts; 

Ist. Belo^v liiirm Deo. The Kalce river bounds it to the 
cast, and the Djwa (Gurra) on the West. There Lsno irriga¬ 
tion ueiir tlie Kalce and it is nut much required ; the springs 
ai’f^ not very deep in the earth, and wells can be dug, Tlie 
rubiviilion iscliiefly by the Uoksar and Taroo tribes. The Kalee 
(Sahdu) is too large a river to admit of dams for canals bciifg 
thrown across by individuals, but it is to be hoped such u 
splendid undertaking may not be neglected by Government. 

2:Ki. Diieeanee Rao isi the division cldcily irrigated liy the 
Dowa or ' uirra. It is a very fertile tract, lint has, from some 
cause or other, bccjino nearly Waste. A settlement for restor¬ 
ing ii ii^u p’ogi^S'^ however, 'I’he Ch^* Gulleea and some 
other village^ arc uaiisually fertile, but the forest is heavy, and 
herds of wlid elepliauts enter the hills at a valley called tlic 
Doorga Pcepul Dlioou by the Dewa river Pass, aud are most 
desiructive to cubivation. 

3rd. Chakata division bounded by the Dewa on the East 
and the Bukra on the West. The Ghoula river is near the 


ccntic, and its canals have already been described, 'I'he forest 
is imlit, and ihe clijuate not more remarkable for unhealthiness 
than t!’;e Delira Dluon. The Boksar tribe begin to cultivate 
between and RooderporS, the only tract which is really 

pestflentiid, and it is not more than 15 miles in breadth* 
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44b* Kotha division from the Bukra on the east side, to the * 
Kotlia Rao torrent 12 miles west of the Kossila river on ihe- 
West. Kotha llao separates Kumaon from Gurhwal, and 
)doradabad^rom Bijnore. This division is welU watered by 
Ihe Bukra, the Boorha, the Dubka and the Kossila, besides 
minor streams, and all the upper part of it is exceedingly 
prosperous, some parts of the Kotha Dhoon beings for miles *an 
uninterrupted sheet of ciiUivation as fine as any in India. 

5th. From Kotha Rao to Hurdwar we find the Patlee and 
Chandee Dhoons, with very tjood cultivation. The 
Ram Gunfja has its course through the former. Canals have 
been lately constructed by Government to irrigate part of 
Bijnoor from the Koh river, and it is in contemplation, if 
funds are available, to connect it with the Ram Gunga and 
Kossila rivers by a series of them. The hills in this division 
form the bmnidavy between Gurlvwal, and the Moradabad 
and Hijnore districts. The whole of the irrigated land in all 
these divisions,! should say, would be admirably adapted for 
the growth of Cotton,*aij.d I suggested tliis to Mr. Batten, 
as well as to one of the American gentlemen employed by 
Government for the iinprovemeat of this valtiabie product, 
when I happened to meet him at Bareilly in December last. 

The winter palace of the ancient Rajas of Kumaon was on 
the Kotha Dhoon, and its remains are still to be^founfi there., 
Sooraj Singh, the son of the rather well known Gooman 
Singh, the pr,esent Raja of Kasheepoor, is the lineal desceiw 
dent of the Rajas, and has, under his new settlement, takeo* 
from Mr. Batten several waste villages in that valley, v'ith- 
the intention of improving them, and restoring the palace,, 
and ihe aqueduct on the right bank of the*Diil»ka riv^r. 

I have lengthened these notes beyond my intention, 

and beyond what the irit^’estof the subject «'onld at prc«!c:it 
warrant; but as the localities ngiay in all probability become 
better known before long, owing to tie attractfeus of Naiiiee 
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‘ Tal, I dare say they may be acceptable to many of your 
readers, and 1 shall now return to my trip and finish it. 

Mr. Batten had pitched his camp, and having his Kucherry 
at Huldwance, we found a large assemblage- of the hill 
people of every description. I was an unfortunate object 
for their insatiable curiosity, owing to a report having gone 
abroad that I had become the proprietor of Nainee Tal, and 
was going to found a new colony there. Nothing would 
satisfy them but to know all about me; one asked me bow 
many sons 1 bad ; another, if I was married ; a third, if I had 
plenty of money, and if 1 would spend it freely at the lake; but 
the majority were eager to know if I could give them employ., 
ment. I was lionized till it became a perfect nuisance. 

1 shall now conclude with a few remarks on the prejudice 
generally existing, against the safety of the Kumaon turaee 
for travellers. I have already mentioned, that the returns of 
the mortality among the police employed in the outer range pf 
hills bounding the Dehra Dhoon, is greater tfian among that 
of the Tbanahs in the turaee under tbn Kumaon hills—this 
is a fact which might be easily ascertained beyond any doubt, 
and it is a very strong one to the point. I should also like to 
see a return of the number of travellers or Europeans in 
general who have visited Almora, and the proportion of 
deaths caused by the turaee fever. 

A distinction must be made between the real turaee fever 
which is an intermittent, and the violent remittent fever 
brought on merely by the sudden change of climate, in the 
trahsition from the hills to the plains at the hottest season 
the yejw, and by imprudence, and over-indnlg^nce in eating 
and drinkmg. I have known three instances of severe illness, 
two of them U/irtal, apparently caused by passing through 
the Almora tura^ie, which if one rfere to believe all that is 
popular, must be deadly beyond conception ; but I happened 
to be,ia the sebet; one %( them was an acquaintance of mine 
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who, in the month of May, rushed up from a station in the 
Dooab to the snowy range via Almora like a madman, in the 
least possible time, and returned to the plains in the same 
manner, in less than a month, all the while taking ^le greatest 
possible liberty with his constitution, guilty of every sort of 
imprudence, missing his horses and dak in the tiiraee, and 
having to sleep on the cold wet ground ; he very naturally 
caught a severe fever, and jjist escaped with his life. He left 
a climate where the temperature was 95^; in ten days he 
was in the Himmala, where it was below Zero ; and in ten 
more down again to the plains, where it had by that time 
reached 100®. All this time he was exposed to the sun every 
day from morning till night, yet to these causes bis illness was 
never attributed ; all was put to the credit of the Almora tiiraee, 
and thus the residents of one station of the Upper Provinces 
became convinced that travelling through it was equivalent to 
signing one’s death-warrant. The prejudice has gradually 
over-run every other station from similar causes, and Mussoo- 
ree and Simln have absorbed atl the interest. 

I have known many instances of people passing through 
in perfect safety, in September too, which is by far the most 
dangerous season of the year. October is not much better; 
but I assert positively, that the sickness is originated by the 
travellers’ imprudence, and want of foresight in not making 
their travelling arrangements with any thing like *care. The 
fevers in almost every instance occur to travellers on their way 
down from the bills, and not on the road up ; and are of the 
same character as they would be, if an Englishman were in 
•one day transplanted from the climate of an European winter, 
into that of the let of June in the Dooab of the North Western 
Provinces, and he were to continue the same free system of 
eating and drinking as in«the former. I am of opinion that 
nothing but good arrangements to obviate sleepi|ig or any un¬ 
necessary delay in the Almora turaecy is wanting^ to divest it 
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of its present imaginary terrors, Tlie route via Kotba, 
keea and Kashee[)oor will always, however, be a safe one com>. 
paved with any of the others to Nainee Tal.* ^ 

<• CONTENTS OF CHAPTER XXII. 

Recommencemont of wanderings.—Pilihbcet.—Swampy state of tlis, 
country.—Trip through the turaec on elephants.—Burm Deo.—Danger¬ 
ous night quarters.—Ascend the Burm Deo Pass.—Destruetion of roads. 
—Imminent danger at the Irnddeea river. Consequences of a rash ex¬ 
periment.—^Rcach Lohoo Ghaut.—'Leave for Nainee Tal.—Deseription of 
the outlet of the lake.—Mistakes corrected, and corrections vouched for. 

Memorandum of a few incidents in a journey from the plains 
to Lohoo Ghaut in Kalee Kumaon, via the Biirmdeo Pass, and 
on to Nainee Tal, in October 1843. 

Reached Pilibbeet about midnight of the 23d October, and 
having only one stage of fifteen miles to get over in the palkec 
to bring me to Bindara, where I had a dawk of elephants post¬ 
ed, I might, in all fairness, have calculated on being able to per¬ 
form such a moderate distance by day light.' But I calculat¬ 
ed without my host, for the InirricaDe of the lOtb, 12th and 
13th of October had laid the country under water, which at such 
a late period of the season, when the days are short, the sun 
less powerful and evaporation less rapid, does not disappear so 
quickly as it would in September; so I had to wallow through 
the mire for nine long dreary hours, now and then sticking in 
the mud for an hour or so, and now and then getting a rush of 
water in atone end of my palkee. The country had been con¬ 
verted into a swamp by the late unparalleled deluge of rain, and 
ducks or geese were the only two footed animals that could 
have a chance of going across it. I did not reach Bindara till 9 
o’clock, but being still in hopes of accomplishing the passage of 

• It vill be seen from explanations pivenjn subsequent Chapters, that the 
pass to Kaleed^ngee has been selected in preference of that to Kotha and 
Ghilkeea, for many reasons ; one of «vhlch is its Superior hesUbinegs', as alt 
the of tlie country can vouidi for. 
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the turaee in six hours, 1 lost not a moment in starting', as my 
intention was, if possible, to get over the first range of hills*by 
evening, and halt at Belkhet on the banks of the Luddeea N ud- 
dee, where I had arranged for having a tent piiclied for me. 
The first stage by elephants was to Suneya Mundee, a distance 
of 16 miles, which was got over in three and a half hours, aijd 

should have required much less but for the inundated state of 

« • 

the country. 

The next was from Suneya to Burmdeo, and was done In ab¬ 
out the same time. Here I was compelled to rest for the night, 
and had to sleep on the ground in an old hut, wliicli was any 
thing but agrcetJble. Started next morning 25th October, and 
after four hours ascent descended to the valley of the Luddeea. 
Owing to the unusually heavy rain of October, the roads were 
so destroyed as scarcely to retain a vestige of their original line, 
wlvile every petty torrent of my former acquaintance was swol- 
len'to the size of i\, large hill river; every little rill was increas¬ 
ed ill proportion, and luuidreds Of new springs had burst out 
where for the last two years there was not the slighest trace of 
them. I had also to encounter frequent and dangerous land¬ 
slips, where the footing was exceedingly precarious. On coming 
ill sisrht of the Luddeea Nuddee I thought I must have made 
some mistake about the road, and fallen upon the Kalee or some 
other first rate hill river ; but the puliareels who b»d come from 
Lohoo Ohaut to carry iny baggage assured.me all was right, 
and that they had been crossed over by two professional men 
who live in a village some two coss distant from the ghaut. I 
could not uiulersfand their explanation of the process, and 
had to remain in profound ignorance of the purgatory I was 
about to undergo. The river was about 40 yards wide ; only 
3 to 4 feet dee|); and rushing over stones with tlie velocity 
of a whirlwind. For a distance, in length, of about 80 yards 
the water was tolerably smooth, m comparison wUh the points 
at each end, where there were foaming rapids, and tefrific 
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breakers, from which nothing living could have by any po8si« 
bility escaped. At the lower rapids the river separates into two 
equal streams with an island between, and I pointed out to the 
two river shooters, or stalkers, or runners, or whatever they 
might be stylj^, (Tarpoos, or some such designation they call 
themselves) the expediency of going down a little further, and 
trying to stem the torrent where we had the advantage of it|i 
being in two divisions. The answer to what I thought good 
advice was, that, at the very spot I proposed, six hill men 
, carrying Government stores were drowned in July, when the 
river was rather lower than what we now saw it.* This I af¬ 
terwards ascertained to be a fact, and that Government had 
issued orders that no men should be allowed to go to Burmdeo 
for such purposes, between July and November, until an iron 
Buspensioti bridge, for the survey of a site for which instruc¬ 
tions had been given to the Executive Engineer, might be 
erected. And now the nervous process commenced, by the l;wo 
professional gentlemen tying a kumrnerbund round my chest 
each laying hold of one of its ends. I was then walked into 
the torrent between them, at the nearest practicable point 
below the upper rapids, and was able to advance some eight 
or ten yards from ihc bank without having my legs carried 
from under me. As soon as the stream became too strong for 
us to resist,.the two men called out to me something which, 
from the rushing noise of the water, I.could not hear, and darted 
with me into the most rapid part of it. Tliey now shot down, 
running in a diagonal direction and making for a point a little 
above the breakers on the opposite shore, about 80 yards be¬ 
low ; I was thrown on my back twice in about ten seconds by 
not understanding their instructions properly, but after two 
thirds of the distance being performed, 1 began to reflect that 

I ,. —, I , - 

• My next proposal was to swim across, but they quietly asked what I 
should do if one of my knees were to*come in violent contact with any of the 
largerround stones in the channel. 


’tir *m‘ BtlMtAU; 




tlwy most 'hrtiniisd 1 shotiM ifwk *ttloiig' ’ 

so, on itoyse^, ‘ t ttijr fiasi oti «h«' bol0aa|iy 

accompanied in t%etr¥s«ts ‘8ii#’Va8 'ftitded albocit a yiiitd 

above the brealcem, quite o'ut of'bireath, tidtbtny ^eet and ie^i 
dreadfully bruised and b1eedin|f. * j|P^ ' 

The ptoceis could^ndt 'have tatten mdtrtbaii||wecdtids,' dfir- 
ing which -short space Cfttrhe we had traretsed amm tOO yardl. 

N 

The sectet of this- estraotainary ■ performance is to run n^br 
faster than the stream ; for if CiMS lets his foot rest for a seCctod, 
or goes slower than the strCaiti, he is instantly thrown on ilts 
back, and down 'he would go to be dashed to pieces in the 
rapids. 

This incident I consider to be one of the most dangerous 1 
have ever met with ; and it would be^ only the greatest tempta¬ 
tion that would ever again induce me to undertake suCh a fear- 
fulexperiraent. My coolies Und baggage were crossed id safety,' 
in the course of two or three hours ; the former all mom ot^less 
bruised and lamed like myselfr T rewarded handsomely the 
two men who had been of such invaluable service to us. Readi¬ 


ed a small tent, a couple of miles from this detestable river and 
halted for tlie night. Ou getting up next mortfing I found t 
could not sit on horseback,'and could'‘scarcely walk, so started 

4 

slowly in a dandee (a hammock sort of bill conveyance!*), and 
occasionally limped along a few hundred yards in sUch ludicrous 
style, that, to any one looking On, I must have seemed the very 
personification of ‘ “ dot and go one.*’ Progressed only 12 
miles by evening and again halted. On the 27th beached Lohoo 
Ghaut, in a rather better cohdition than that of the previous 
'day. I was able to remain only four days at this little statuHi, 
and left on the Ist’for' AlmOni and Tfaince Tal, which placb I 
reached on the 4th, and hard work ft wak to get over ^ 92 
milesinSdays travelling. The view On my eirtrtiQlDe to the 
lake was interrapted this time; not by the rbti^deer rushing 


* Described in Mr. Batten’s acocunt of Almora, Chap. XVI page ISJ. 
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fit £S« • jMi)ac6» vtw^iag <m l^tliilkt^t «liiW iuibllt^^ 
‘ ^ ^ ‘ IbiMt vui^ ^ eonle Wlflialk, adi a<llf<i^ir6 iliiinr 
ilitt llif j^!tn«i'< 4 i|» fiw «{eMreli^ of 

l^a Ma sifia ak^ a^amattaiil'^^ti tfut klieil-^ 

^itaa ate eoBunaiiced oh liHefayvti at d|iftosii^ etiB 

it^UHu i file ulfil^at? tueom ef'^’fite aiiiifieaBeUt la^'lio# j^teeeil 

l^e^oafi doubt. 1 have no ‘ttme to bpaM at preatht^ to ^va 
yon inv' jdeiieinpfive ftabaa^ 'of fiiia tiMuiiful ioafiity, but t 
cannot rorl^ar, once fot aB, putting an to^he dbobts ahi/Ai 
any part of the ^ifiiltc may eniertaln regatfilng tha reality of an 
outlet to iMahiee iTat, trail aa ^fanuntbcr (^^treattia llowin 
into It. Tb&*'‘‘!^fo** netif^apef propagateB ibeae fibubffe. 
hare on file present occasion taken the pteisautlbn of having die 
testimony of sarea gentlemen* vbaaa names and ngnstures are 
sipseately fornardefit not fur publication* but as ropchers for 
th« truth of the £eJlo wing statement, 
r* lhara is one fine hngefitrmm antomif tba lake at the West 
«* end. and several btfia ritts on tba Northern mile. There a*e 


** tirh atrmtfi atreains of trater ftMht§ ovST Me twjitet of the 
** oudei* and shewing a larger "‘^dabfity bf watei^ fiian vidbitf 
««hmsw tba h&athhe ihtfitvfaaae < beittg'mocNMtntM fits by the 
«tfddagln at tiie Wekt erni of ifi|e»<hib% deahtlees enttoaaifng 
**«ewinl «thatf mbntkry atrfeitaa* h esi d et tiiQia hctiig cveiy 
^feehW bH i^ ofwmMrMm 1q[irfogb«tninf Mrtdw Ifihailarift Wa 
**terh'^iiisr«»«:imasfiiet«ra osiarfionhig atraaiu nt ^oufiot 
4* by epanraM ate«a«/’<#4fiaean aignaiiraetotlHs^ > 

f f Tba «a|e»or«sflphfid«l»lhe4MStlbt«baedfith bf 4aiyir 

blmtiaviag erbrahiep «f ioi|iU«d«M <ABfiajWi<taM>ibeT^ iwse haa 
Mbesi heaa impiiisalfia fibiiithegfiHhbssly fih>t ha ' tg pd.iwnlt jii 
higly kb stoartimHH abaffiafinil^ fim auifisenvdStr alongtloH to 

mittt bmomm^kt^ it paUibin 





',i -J^ hT^r^t Wi~^’ ^~: 


(Ti^s 


jrfl 

WMiwi^lwtad.far iktm iky<tymM i^' iM^^metiesdwj^ 

wij,pw>«it«f,^.«i#t>»,w«»,tet^.,;w^, 

i^, <|f lodiwt* to N^ne^ !i:^ 

or twrotf 3r,f«r*.,- ‘^hf'l»U«.*re c^ei^^with th^ ^(1 on't^. 

I rod»fi»r flS9 mil«l i^Hh • dentMclo^ ^ boMdeo^^t^Vorerjr 
movntim M fwtiut dte «^e eoutd rea«% ^wt-. ^uiu red' with the 
uraraw wbich ^Hlsettif^ on t^e j^nmiKi end Ims., Wherever | 
they are. killed by froet or rain the eteach is ahaniioahlot >0 the 
lidte is aotithe only placei sn0erhig fr^m the, calamity. 

t V amrsmB or cBArrsa xxol n .. v 
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teinre itUoee'TaL—Sudden dl&tige ^ it* cliuse(ar.<^]AaKeiHeeM 
scenery of the Gagur rangei^^AtUtons.—.|>ee,‘ or 0ehee' &aenM»^ 
Ektraordthary aiee ef'granite ■taa*Si<»4IanariBg natoie of tci^te^bg. 
x-Aaew ■iorm.rfdliOcnMK>>^Cser«etion «( AiatmiibeswBeas)^ Of,, the 
tceneiy and, eftwont .Cheiew;vr~Fipe aesther wiat^.—V^t of 

caeeiaesy to* hoar.-—Bfo ciaairwiliei'-'Chrutnias day at Nalneet'i^ 

fOn the' loth November^ I left Naineo Tal .ibr a‘lairtni(^ht» 
and veaeiwd Alai^ mi <the( Xfth) ifae disthta«M’:bnlt^ abiwt 
^irty aix mtilea^' Thnne# rea^fhmn Nahkee Talta ^Aknoam 
|oitis ^ ^iisit' niitteiy of the > Pwsaatia* al j$aalk}i|Bt» 
a very heautifid iktk eaHefi nearly level* and mtunleil ird^Mliit 
’ hfdf way btttaidea ^ Baemtal aad BungtKb^atagbtg/l^atfii- 
I jia di '- i i'I araairigMy asntiiitf ite we** siaadiiy at ^tinaotillif of 
iha ana laad^' a ^ter'^|Matt| ^bt vK i a)qqwoa> diy > f(Hnia''lwtf 
feOetiaae, oh l %» nip and:' hOariii^-li^'Sapfifiii^ 

^ W Maxnxa TeW'?' in.'loletabiliy>. hi^ imtat%'.«idi the 
^pmatiaf ia the. idnacten of the fadee^ >3lHa«<a^. of -' th«k|Ni»^ 
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»eilt wttOrie^ of the place eontrasted with its ptofotttid ob¬ 
scurity ottly two years ago* gwtttwrt diffi Baity 

1 Could ptoeuve fei guide to pilettne to it, otid itOt«iBihe Stito- 
pean resident tbah in Ktp^aon bad Cvot wwheil It* fat nia in 
mind of the surprising rapidity of Yaiikea B^enrttiog la iheit 

** far West,’* a®^ ^ c®”*** not bel p fmrrag" a faftsatj^ lauglt a^f 

the conti’ast.' It was in tbkt vCrj^ moridiof NdvCiaber^ two 
years ago, that a pfrty of thrte^* of wfaoln i wOS' otto, #»<ind 
themsdres the solitary tenants for aday, aRd t^soiae years 
hack 1 believe the only visitoiti, of this beautifbl Spot ; now 
the ** arrivals, and departures'’ from Naihee Tat are as Tegu¬ 
lar as if the place had been established for many' years. 
jDtiring my late brief stay of a fortnight, We had six rfsitors, 
independent of the permanent residents; Og the top of one 
hill, on a fine day, you may'see an amateur artist sketching the 
outline of the snowy range ; from another you hear the re¬ 
port of the gun,* at short intervals, half the day long ; while 


the woods resound with the noise of labourers felling trees, or 
quarrying stone fur building; and last, though not least in use, 
a couple of boats are seen plying on the lake, being generally 
employed in dragging down rafts of beams and other timbers 
for the houses at the east end near the outlet. The otm- 
tenience and economy of the water conveyance for these 
materials, have been found of more than ordiaary importance. 

The greater part of the Gagur range of mountains in the 
vicinity of the high road from Beemtal to Almora, is too wdl 
known to require mueb description. Uke the^xtber parts of 
this extensive mass it displays ornery tlie most diversified, 
combiaing, in differoit places, sublime grapdlpur with ex¬ 
quisite softness. In one place you see, for miles, nothing but 
dark green glittering fpliage of the deep fofesto, which, 
in March and Aprd, are further det»atutad to an inconeeiva- 
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«laa|lilmU hare fey «iit keea and furamirtfey ^wusmb* 
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ble vtste ef garg-etms «f»UB4aiu',,by. tb^ brigi|t. ci;iui8on flowers 
of TOymdss of rbodod^nd^on another place, scarcft. 

. ly any thing meets tide, eye bi»t ptocipitQus nsked rocks aa<l 
peaks, withySfWiii^^ravii^ under ihein, like so many en- 
tvaaces to ■ iMfatkotnable abysses, , j^or slrflciug emimples of 
seenery.>ef e«ek ,«ckaracter, you ba^eouly to see, on the one 
head, thaiorely valley of Samkhet where, fo|r miles, the new 
road af i^lainee Tal wiads tbrougb it, aud on the* other, the 
terrihcJiand-vslips ofl the south side ef the Ayapatta moautaia ; 
the trenmndQui) oaverns on the; North West side, and the 

, *’ I 

unparalleled (except in the snowy range itself) grandeur of 
Cbeinur, 8,id0 feet elevation above the sea, overhanging 
this beautiful lake. The tnsgniflcenee of jdl this style of 
scenery around Nainee Tai, is eohaoced by its contrast with 
the exquisite forest and shrubbery like landscapes exhibited 
in tlie gently undulating valley to the West of the lake, where 
numerous little kiiuUs and lawns stand out as it were in relief 
&o\n among the woods, for tbe purpose of giving an artist-like 
finish to the faultless picture.* 

The striking features of the Nainee Tal scenery become 
more pleasing and imposing to the spectator, the more he 
sees it. I can answer fpr myself, as well as for some scores 
of other ia(Uviduals, with all of whom admiration of it has, 
instead of diminishing, increased greatly upon a more 


intimate acquaintance. There is not a house yet‘commenced 
upon, from the site of which the most beautiful views of tlm 
plains may not be obtained, and ten minutes to half an hour’s 
walk by easy paths takes yon from any part of the margin 
, of Uie lake, where it is epproachable, to points where tbe most 
raagnifiemit views of the snowy range are visilde; and so in* 
teresting are. these that some gentlemen, lately , our vkitorB, 
who had se^ Simla and }ilussooree, ddiberately gawe their 




* W&at a ic«a9 muH b« bare dUplaje^, whoa hoftSei W9 ef99t^d on erery 
ettiihonct 1 « * , 
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opinion tjHil;|«fter,|lantp0T|i4^jF’ must sty twn^fpnspr 

^tinnn ktiid n» mttmy $w^« fti nU# These stat^eiits. are 
rether^at vsmamw sriili vbat; wae, {luhUahed in 
MX nioHfi^si^gfa, faint ih^. arendh^ ilr<jafas.->«> Wilfa,no 
ndvifRtagpM^ anilt fa»^ nnt leasts onr wea rend of 7 l».ll 
ti^endewii io tfaep^iai, I think fro hare reason tn rengxahili?,. 

Uteonraelvwioaithegond fcoafMM^s nd war new ffttteineA^. 
i iriiall faerealltertexntnbe «ii|d >§^re Ifat pnfalfea desorifMioa 
of our new line of .foiid tbrotig^ ilia turfte»».whMfar ncanpared 
t»|}Kit4>y Hoodnrpere and Batnowree, Is a more •iiifle') hni 
depend npon UyWlntaver Its dangent nad fUiadrnnt^^ may 
fifiprerre he, X dudl neither ooooentl nor OM^nify them : for if 
Bartons drewbaeks do exim, piddicity muat tend to sender peo¬ 
ple more eautious and pendent in gaarding against them 
when tniTalltng through that , part of the country. It is 
equally my widi to aroid igiviog any greandsftar an unqualih- 
ed confidence of salbty iatfae tnraee, as to combat the uni- 
versal prejudice which has been hastily formed and tenaci* 
OHsly adhered to, notwithstanding Uie nnexpected successful 
joiirniestfanMtgh itofmany trareUers, at the most daagnrous 
season, dtiring the present year« 

On the 18di, halted for the night at the Raoigfaar Paging 
bungalow, and next forenoon got into AhoiiMm, which I again 
left next day. Onthe^dtH arrived at Lohoo Ghaut, which 
1 finally lefi on the 25th to pursue my way to Hmnee Tal by 
the road wbiefa hud^diy so many long mid fotiguing journiea, be¬ 
come rathcr'nmliiotonoust atthoogli,todo itjuatice, the scenery 

during its mdrelength is most beauthnl, and the views of the. 

* 

■newy tenge aurpasSmgly gfand. Bee,or XHfoee |)oota is a 
beautifulspm, mors ^an foetabsve the spa, where foere 

ittatrnnpleniidannmherf^ pretty dittle atone fauUdkiga, sur¬ 


rounded by dumps ef oedar treas ^-dmidar^aBd the whole well 
irorth the passing attention of the trateller. Hear the stag- 
ing fauogaioir are oome stones of incredible nie, without erw:^ 







«flp1hlter'' ; <Aie ofttiem «ietistttiiig about forty Ibet iil> Iteigiit, 
camiot be leM tfian forty y«rd« in cireaiaference. It imaiteeQ^ 
byvome owrrenous nttiuror bron^ inio ei^ 

tact #ith aiK^ber of rinieat tfaotlitt monetroiM sii», iu such » 

> 

position aa to teaive,6ir the sloping gresoid aii<}er spaeo 
enotigb for tlia passage of a msa, and tho priesoi ln«o etoeted 
stotto steps tinder this extraordmaty arcb. Rentdied Aimoca 
on Ibe evening of tlie 29i1i, sffdstarted on die IstHeceraber foe 
Penn staging biingabisr. On tke Sadat Ramgbur, andoa die 
3rd once more at Nainee Tal: It seems &ted tiiat my visits to; 
the hills sbodtd be attended oith perpetual motion; for, most att- 
expectedly, 1 have had to traveiaboiit threebvadrml and sixty, 
mites, trithin llie last five wedtsy over aslatigalng moaiitaia 
roads as are to be fbund any wliere in the Himniala, and all 
this ill the fiiee of asoleniti eogagemenf, made with mysidf, not 
to undergo a single itiile of these unceasing ups and dowasi 
iml^ on absolute iieeesffity. *-The« ^ Wandeiiagt” have, 
been as foHotrs : -i- > 

• • 

October ^th to S7tb from BursaOeo to 
Kykoth near Loboo Ohaut...i4t3 mllea. 

Rykoth to Naiiiee Tal.. .*<« 100 do» 

NaineeTidtoRykoth....100 do. 

Rykoth to Nainee Tal..... 100 do. 

Nainee Tal to the plains and back again 

on 9thNov.**.......... 10 do*. 

--ti4, , i 

w 358 do. 


• In diia lenigth of road, tyesides the actual ground gone ove% 
I fiiid 1 had to ascend altogether 'more than thirty iltouasad' 
fbet, and deaeend mure tliaft twenty«fottr« diOusaiiii^HHfiueh 


)U,. 4m iMi 


sSM 






And balf a do 9 fa tiiuef down arfd two tUit^ *of the way inspector 
Mt new*rba3, which haa been put uad^r4Djr charge, in eaie i dikohid fdel the 
Of idlehess It 
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travelling is-no sinecure, as my weary limbs bare mm'e than 
on^ testified, but Nainee Tal !»ever fails to consign all petty 
difficulties 'to oblivion. I have seen no part of the • bills 
where an inyalid or a weary traveller is so quickly recruited ; 
as far as the experience of a year goes, it has a climate, like 
its scenery and vegetation, quite peculiar to itself, and after 
the lapse of two or three more, it will stand in no need of any 
one’s advocacy.' 

The climate is now-very mild for the 5tAi December, and 
last year on the 14th it was still more so. Ou 18th November 
1841, on my first visit, it was much the same, so I can speak 
from experience for three consecutive seasons. On the 5th 
November this year, tlie snow fell heavy on the Cheinur 
mountain but none in the valley, and it is said that till Febru¬ 
ary it isscarcely ever known. This and March are exces¬ 
sively cold months; April, May, and June, are delicious. 
Up to tlie setting in of the rains, the thermometer, 1 am fis¬ 
sured on the best authority, never' exceeded 72 ® in a thin 
tent. 

The new road, to go to Moradabad, via Kaleedoongee and 
Durreeal, is so far completed, that two ladies, a few days ago, 
rode up on horseback from the foot of the bills to tlie lake, 
without dismounting more than once, and next day, twocZe- 
phants brought up a quantity of baggage, and have now re¬ 
turned for iilore. This is the road which, accordiucr to the 
“ HUla'\ ne wspaf jer, was worse than the worst water course at 
Mussooree*, and which by a quibble was made 18 miles in 
lengfh from the lake to the plains, instead of the seven or 
eight laid down by “ Pilgrim” ! I can only assure you and 
all your readers, that, to the best of ray belief, it is not eight 
miles, but it is to lie measured in a few days, and you shall 
know the result—The sentiment? nHuded to, were put forth 

• Three tiandreU rupees, to be eure.'hare been expended upon it, but cqiild 
thU tura 8 miles of an impagsable water coune into an elephant road ? 
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with such an air of precise an‘1 initiate detail, as almost to ■ 
sfa^rger my own confidence in my own calculations, and it is 

4 

only witliin the last few weeks, since I have hatl an opportuni¬ 
ty of again visiting the like, tint I have boon re-r#;sni'e(l of tljc 
complete general correctuessof niy farmer description—We arc 
now a small party here, only three ladies and four geuflemen, 
but wo expect, several adilitioiis (o our society in a few days. 

On the 9di, after eight hours of bright sunshine and mild 
weather, we were visite.l with a most unmitigated snow storm, 
lasting without intennisNion for upwards of twentv hours. 
The buildings are now at a stand more or less, and we must 
fly to the plains. This uiioTpertod visitation has been call- 
inhoiis to us all, and must throw back the Rcttlement very 
nuich for next season. Tlie snow clouds kept iinsua!!v hi'di 

I ♦ 

up in the atmosphere, and to this I attrih’ito tli? immense 
quantity which fell. Hod tiiey been a couple ()f thousand feet 
lovei% tlie storm most likely would have discharged itself in a 
few hours’ rain, 'I'lie appearjwic.e of the mountains is singu¬ 
larly striking ; tlie cypress forests being half white, !ia!f green, 
and the branches drooping from the weiglitof th * suom. The 
Ladies are hurrying to the plains, aiid in tenor twe!v(» days 
more, Naiuee Tal will, in all probability, lie left nearly desert- 
eil till March. I have no leisure ti» sav more, for the out-door 
work here completely engrosses one’s time. * 

VVeareatlast nearly relieved from tlie'>iench of fie* lo- 
enstP, and after such a storm, I do imt believe u live one %iiii 
be found in allKumaon. Thermometer 70® to SO® ia the 
»ui! at 1 H. M, Tile water is up to this date flowing uninter- 
'riiptedly in a fine stream over (lie sitrfacr. of the oullet, and 
has been since the middle of July, L c. duly 4 days less lluiii 
five months. 

NainecTal is like ashel't glu'S, the water [uirified from 
the abomination of the locusts, * the atmosphere serene and 
clear, and every scene so cheerful and happy looking, that it 
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is difficult for us to believe we are in the middle of winter. 
The ice on the little lake above us, is strong- enough to bear 
an elephant, and if we had skates, the amusements of our early 
days might be renewed with a pleasure vvc are seldom for¬ 
tunate enough to enjoy in our Indian exile. The new road 
has been measured to the foot of the hills, and found 8 miles; 
TCana Bail 10, and Kaleedoongee must, from all accounts, be 
between 12 and 13. Recollect the line has been lengiheiied 
by zig zags, since the time the Mll^s^>o^ec people came here, 
and made out Kaleedoongee to be 18 miles from the lake. You., 
remember 1 said in my former notes, that the point to which 
hackeries could be brought wa^ 7 or 8 miles from (he lake,* 
and I was right—I should not wonder if the measurements of 
lake itself, were found to be totally different from those stated 
in the “ We have taken off, as you perceive, more 

than five miles out of his eighteen of road, and may be able 
yet to discover that the circuit of the bike has been substract- 
ed from in some such similar proportion* 

The weather <lolightfu! up to the time of our 

departure, on the 27th December, and every thing in the 
shape either of business or amusement has proceeded most sa¬ 
tisfactorily. A few days before leaving, a party of ladies and • 
ffentlejnen ascended to the suminit of the Oheiuur inounlain. 
a height of two tliousand feet above tlie lake, and were more 
than amply repaid for the fatigue of the journey. The ina- 
jMtyofthe visitors to this celebrated spot had been in the 
habit of seeing the snowy range from Simla, and their as¬ 
tonishment and gratification at the glorious view of many 
luindred miles of the most elevated part of it, with the ex¬ 
quisite lake below"; the lovely valley (Dhoon) of Kotha 
bounded by its outer range of low hills, like the Debra 

• BuggWs have been tiriven to within mile*, or lesi, of the lake, in 
the couree of the present year 1844 . 
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Dlioon, and the forests and pluius beyond, were expressed in 
the highest terms, ^ • 

Christmas day was ushered in, by a party of geiitlemeu 
sallying out to pay the compliments of the sea^n to a fine 
large black bear, inhabiting a cave half way up the Ayapatta 
mountain. A number of these gentry had been in the 
habit of exposing themselves rather too often to the public 
gaze, and two youngsters‘had been severely wounded the 
nrevious evening, bya^partyiu a boat on the lake; but not 
^ having bitggecl the game, tlie disappointment led to an ex¬ 
cursion the following morning. Master Bruin behaved very 
(juietly and politely at the commencement of the ceremony, 
and looked oii as jihilosophically as could be expected at the 
stones and abuse which M^ere thrown at him; but when the 
intruders got so daring 'and regardless of his peace and • 
serenity of mind, ns to hea[) up a pile of wood at bis very 
do*>f, and in his very teeth, and set it in a blaze, it was too 
much for the stomach of even the most pacific of bears, and 
accordingly out he came, roaring and bellowing like a dozen 
mad bulls ; a regular .seninmage c’lsued, and as no amicable 
terms could be arranged between the conflicting parties, the 
•growler was compelled to eat his breakfast of lead, which be¬ 
ing somewhat indigestible, brought on a sudden fit of lock¬ 
jaw, and he departed tliis life never again to gr»mble any 
more. Ho was a bear of the largest size, and yielded it is 
said about a inaund and a half of fat. These brutes were in 
the habit of going down at night to the brink of the lake to eat 
.the dead locusts, and, more than once, 1 have heard them in 
the middle of the night fighting with each other for the spoils. 
During the day the residents of the two entls of the lake paid 
each other visits. This is always done in boats, and is rather 
an improvement on the execrable roads of some of the hill 

stations*. In the evening the party, consisting of three* ladies 

. _ ® 

and six gentlemen, sat down to dinner in “ Pilgrim Lodgs” 
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'four rooms of which were roofed in and otherwise made 
habitable—Cbrisliuas logs of oak were pyt on blazing* fires of 
cypress w'ood ; the time passed oflT most agreeably ; and the 
day closed by'asniall exhiliition offireworks, and distribution 
of sweetmeats for the amusement aud benefit of the Puharees, 
Next day (26ih December) was occupied in securing walls. 

o 

See, against the winter snow ; on the 27 th the building esta¬ 
blishments were nearly all broken up for the season, and the 
dittbrent parties, with tlie excejition tw^o gentlemen, with 
sincere regret bidding a temp<n'ary adieu to the beautiful 
scenes, among winch I coulil have lingered and untiringly 

wandered for months and years of biinuners and winters, 
returned to the plains. 

CONTENTS OF CHAPIER XXJV. 


Remarks on tlie I’oads into Kimnum.—Kotlm, Foigurli, Kasheepoor.— 
Ikui choice of routes for Military purposes.—New route to Moradabad.— 
Kaleedoon^ec.—llurrcepoora.—Moondooa.—-A hoiL-censtr'ctor killed 
Fine cultivated country.— DiiiTecaL--Me!vsurenieri1 o1 distances.—Ad- 
vantaf^es of the Nainee I'al route for every purpose.—Nature of thw 
turaoe.—llili eoolies.—Their litigious character.—iiiuts on building.— 
Arjtieij>aU‘d bcnciit of the new Setrlcinent.—Farewell. 


I shall iiow proceetl briefly to examine the routes to and 
from Nainoe Tal, and the niljaccnt stations both in the plains 
and the hills<^ but first of all 1 have to make a slight digression 
to shew the tlefective comniurication at present existing be¬ 
tween Almora, the capital of Kumaon, and the nearest military 
stations in Ridiilkhund. 

Kumaon is so little known, and, till Nainee T'al was brought 
into public notice by me in 1842, it was so little frequented, 
that probably few of your readers are aware that the Govern¬ 
ment, at a heavy expence, long ago constructed a road from 
Almora to the foot of the hills in*the direction of Moradabad, 
partly with a view to rapid military communication when 
neceisfearv, aud partly w ith the object of improving and extend-* 
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ingf the trade between the hills and the plains. The outlet of 
the chief hill trade is via Kotha^ Polgurh, Cliilkeea, «nd 
Kasheepoor. Several substantial iron .suspension bridges were 
erected over the hill torrents, and from Polgufli, wlifch is 
situate 1 irnine iiately midera low range of hills bounding the 
Kotba valley on tlio i>Iains side to Almora, the coinmunication 
at all seasons of the year is almost certain and safe. But be¬ 
tween Polgurh and (.'lufteea, tlie Kossila river has to be 
passed, ani there no brid ofany liind lias ever been propos- 
<'d ; the g’reat widtii of the stream making it very difficult of 
consfruclion, and euormousiy exjieiisive. It is also quite unfit 
for fiuTv boa t>, owing to tJie laro-'e stones in the channel, the 

m 7 n ' 

rapidity of th-‘torrent, and the sudden descent of the tloods. 
\ bo ly of troop', might possibly bo able to ford it occasionally 
during the rains, but that would be merely a piece of good 
forfiiiio. The idiances ot them, or tlieir bao-o-aoro or ammiini’ 
tiiAi, being swopt.away before they could be clear of the wide 
bed of the river, are greater tliab tlnit of their passing in safety. 
For weeks, sometime^, tliis river i-j sucli a raging torrent, that 
no human being would veiitiiie to cros.s it ; and in such a case 
it is e\ ident tliat the loss of time, supposing troops to be on the 
maich, or anv thing like an emergency, might be altogether 
fatal to the accomplishment rd'their object. d'lie route, there¬ 
fore. from the plains to -\lmoi*a, via Kasheepoor, Polgurh, &c., 
is useless for any military purpose during three months of the 
year while the rains continue. The route vj^ Roodurpoor 
and Btimowree is still worse because it is more unhealthy, and 
the road running through the Jagheer of the Rampoor 
Nawcaul), the numerous water courses lor irrig-ation crossiiif** 
the road, and loriaing ravines impassable for H.ackeries, as 
w'ell as the ravines being unprovided with cither bridges, or 
ferry boats, make it imprac'ticable for troops for more tJian 
four months of the year. The ’attention of uiai^y Nils accord¬ 
ingly been drawn to the discovery of a better route than ^itlifir 
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• of (hose af presetit in use, and the one from Almora to Mo''ad- 
abad via Nainee Talis sogalp^^^ly superior to the old ones or 
to any other ever likely to be opened, that it should require 
nolhiifg else to reconiinend its being immediately carried into 
effect, beyond a bare statement of its advantages in facts and 
figures. lint before doing this, I shall give a short account 
of the iievr route lately opened from Nainee Tal to Moradabad 
and for this purpose I shall extract from my journal. 

27 th Deer. 184*3. Left Nainee Tal about noon. A very 
gradual ascent commences in the valley, from near the present 
bunneea’s bazar, and continues on above the margin of tlie 
Sooka Till, a pond completely frozen over when we passed it, 
to the crest of the Pass, which may be about fjve or six hun¬ 
dred feet above the level of the lake, or say six thousand eight 
hundred above the sea. The new road is good although not 
yet sutficicntly w idened, and to descriije the sce)icry would otdy 
be a repetition of every thing already published on this ro- 
markaide mountain girt valley. The Kursoo oaks strike the 
traveller to he of unusual size, both as to height and girth ; the 
trunk of one of them, which appeared tome rather larger than 
tlie others, measured thirteen feet in circumference : it stands 
quite close* to the new ri>ad just after leaving the Sorika Tal. 
From the crest of the Pass is a continued descent throuijrh 
very fine d^ep woods, which shade the traveller most 
effectually from the sun, to an opening of nearly level ground 
winch has been called ibe^fir tree park/^ from its being 
enclosed by forests of the cheer fir. The size of these tvees 
is itimienbe. TIic fir tree park is about 3 miles from the Tal. 
A large pond (it has no outlet) lies on the right in passing 
throngli this glade, and a little below it the descent again 
coinmenct's, and terminates in another small oj)en plain, in 
which are a few huts belong ing to* the hill men who cultivate 
here, thong|i only to a trifling extent. On the road side 
sfatidsb a puhurce jhoola, or swdng, below which is a steep 
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descent down to the bed of the Nilial river, where a tri!nifary* 
stream has to l)e crossed. Passing iialf a mile of shingle 
brings the traveller to the short ascent of a spur ofnlie luoun- 
tains, and then to the lust descent on it^s opposite side. This 
may be said to be tlie termination of tlie mountain purl of the 
road,and its distance from the lake is between six and seven 
miles. , From here the route is along tlie shingle boulders of 
the ravine of the Nihal- river, and it can without much 
difficulty be made practicable for hackeries, as there is no 
part (T it quite so bad as the Klieree or Moluin Pass in the 
Sewalick hills. (Jontinuing along the dry bed of the river, 
and keeping :i little to the right, parallel to an artiScial canal 
for irrig'alien, we come to a place called Kana ilail, whore 
there is some cultivation, and \yhcre a bmiofalowis 

about to ho crcc(od. Kuna Bail is ton miles from the lake, 
and three miles further down is Kalcedooniree, now a 
lili'g’e donrishing and uicroasing village, where w'e en- 
camped for the night. The scenery licre is very fine, 
and the cultivation first rate. The concourse of puliarees 
is immense, owing to their temporary migration during the 
winter from ail parts of the hills within 50 or GO miles, to this 
tract whicli, like tlie others just under the outer ranges, is call¬ 
ed the lihabur. The crops are irrigated from canals brought 
from the Ghouia river, and we liad a fine clear s*j*cain carried 
through every part of our large encampment. All kinds of 
supplies for servants and cattle are to be had in abundance. I 
now observed, what had never struck me before, that the low 
range of hills bounding the vallies of Kotha, Chandnee, &c., 
and which continue as far as Hurdwar and on to tlie Jnmna 

K 

and thtt Siitle-l^e, suddenly terminates opposite Kaleedoongee. 
They appear to take a rather abrupt turn and join themselves 
at once to the hiffher cfiaiif in their rear. I'he new road is 
made to avoid this lower range,* and NaineeTal haw therefore 
the advantage of au approach by which only ov& range of 
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niountaius has to be ascentletl, instead of two as in the case of 
MusKooree, where the Kherec Pass, the reiiiiniscences of 
whicli are’uotover pleasant to any one, has first to he climb¬ 
ed, then a dor^coiit has to l>e made to the Dehra Dhoon, and 
afterwards another steep ascent of six or seren miles to thvi 
station. Kaleedoongee village is inhabited all the year, and 
from ihe nniversal testimony of the pubarces, wiio have much 
more dread of pestilential Itjcniities thaf Kiiropeaus, it is al¬ 
ways remarkable healthy. Their living here, at seasons of 
the rear when ihey are compelled to fly from the vallies of ri- , 
vers far in the interior of tl;e hills, at elevations two or three 
thousand feet liiglier, is a strong, indeed an almost conclusive 
proof of the correctness of ihoir statements. Here we transfer- 
ed our hairsairc to hackeries &c., and started on the 28th for 
Hureopoora, an encamping place in tiie forest 11 miles distant. 
The new road however is not to he made through Hureepoora, 
but from the Nowgaon village alxnit a mile distant, and on fo 
the village of Boorhainee 10 miles, in a perfectly straight line. 
No village at Hureepoora, but abundance of fine water, and 
supplies can he brought on from Kaleedoongee. On the 29th— 
nine miles to ihe large villag'e of Moondeea, where there is no- 
tlijng remarkable. One of our party killed a boa constrictor 
fifteen feet long; he was shot in the act of looking out for some¬ 
thing to eat,^ having been found with his head erect some three 
or four feet al)Ove the ground, and moving it to the right and 
left. He must have been very hungry judging from the ap¬ 
pearance of his body. 

From Moondeea five or six miles to Manpoor on the 30th, 
where the country becomes a sheet of cultivation, and onto 
Diirreeal five more. Tiie latter is a larire native town held bv 
Bunj ura Zemindars, and inhabited chiefly by a Bunjara popu¬ 
lation, who retain for hire, and f^r (oeir own traffic, a great 
number of the finest native tattoos I have ever seen. Tnis is 
a mast important recommendation, because at any season of 
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the ynar when malaria might be dreaded, these ponies could 
be hired by travellers to push their servants through the sup¬ 
posed unhealthy track of twelve miles of turaee. No European, 
travelling in the usual way, need dread any bad consequences 
at any season of the year by this route ; but servants who are 
in the practice of lying down unsheltered, fatigued, and often 
badly clothed, should always be well provided with the means of 
clearing the suspicious ground before sunset. Near Durreeal 
Ave forded tbe Kossila river, now a line open quiet stream with 
.•asandy channel, and perfectly manageable during the whole 
of the rains by means of ferry boats. This is the river, please 
to remember, which 1 pointed out as being unfordableand im¬ 
practicable, either for boats or bridge during three months of 
the year, at tlie |)oint where the present military road crosses 
it some 3o miles higher up, and where it is a tremendous 
mountain torrent rushing down over a stony bed. 

On the -list left Durreeal, and passed through the large 
towns of Badlee Tanda and Badlee, which can muster about 
a thousand of the Buu jara tattoos above mentioned, and on to 
another Manpoor, a distance of about ten miles. On the 1st 
January 1844? left Manpoor, and joining the new Kasheepoor 
^ road about 4 miles from Moradabad, reached the station in 
' the morning- Tim country highly cultivated during the 
whole of the two last marches. ^ 

The route we have travelled has been partly by the old 
road, and parlJy by the new which is yet in an unduislied 
state, so I shall now give you the stages and distances by 
the new one only, and in the reverse direction. 

‘ Moradabad Kucherry to Badlee—a large Bun jura 


village,...\ . .14 miles. 

Kodh ka milk,.....12 do. 

Boorbainee village and*i mile fiu'ther on, ...13 do. 

• ■ 

Carried Forward.39 do. 






194 


FIL^KIm’s WANDHINOS 


Brought Forward.39 miles. 

i^aleedoongee and 2 miles further on,.10 do. | 

( Dail. 

Naihee Tal lawn,...10 do. 


* Total,.59 miles. 

These distances have been measured carefully. The stages 
may have to be somewhat altered ; but any alteration can 
make but a slight difference in the distances, and will only be 
adopted where the climate or the facility of getting supplies 
may be concerned. 

To return to the military communication by the old road 
via Kasheepoor, Chilkeea, and Polgurh to Almora, and via 
Nainee Tal, I subjoin a comparative statement. 


From Moradabad to Almora vid 
Kasheepore. miles. 

Bhojpoor,.10 

Pudianugra.10 

Kasheepoor,.11 

Chilkeea,.*15 

Polgurh,. H 

Khanee,. 9^ 

Ghutgurh,.13 

Munras,.11 

Almora,.10 

Total,.. 98 miles. 
Of which from Polgurh to Al¬ 
mora, 52 miles, the road is in 
the hills. Hackeries cannot be 
taken beyond Polgurh. 


From Moradabad to Almora vik 
Nainee Tid. miles. 

Kana Bail (where a staging'] 
bungalow is about being >49 
erected) us above shewn J 
Nainee Tal, .. 

Khyriia suspension Bridge,.. 13 

or less..., 

Munras, .. 2 j 

Almora,. 20 

Total, . 93 miles. 

Of which, from Kana Bail to 
Almora, there are only 44 tnilei 
of hill road, and it can easily be 
reduced to 40. 


The gain in absolute distance appears to be only 5 miles, 

but the real advantage of making the military road go by 

Nainee Tal is not at first so evident as it must be on examiu> 

--- • ^ _ __ 

• These are the distances by the old Kasheepoor road. 1 believe tb. 
new one cuts c&l a couple of miles. 
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ation. By the old road via Kasheepoor, the distance to be 
travelled in the hills is 52 miles ; while by Nainee it 
would only be 44miles, and can be made less by improving 
the roads in the ravine of the Nihal river to a ppintonly six 
miles distant from the lake. Every hill traveller, and the 
local Governiuent too, kijows well the itnportance of being 
able to convey stores, baggage &c, as near us possible ft) a 
hill station, by moans of backeries, cainols &c. instead of hav¬ 
ing to depend upon the miserable carriage by iiill coolies for 
, any distance. Here (hen is a clear saving of one day’s journey 
and one day’s rarriag*.* of baggage in the hills, by simply 
altering the mdiiary road, and turning it through Nainee Tal 
instead of Kasheepoor and the Kotha Dlsoon,and an absolute 
saving of distance of about 5 miles in 90. The last however, 
compar ed with the importance of the vsaving within the hills, 
is unimportant. Hesiiles all Ihis, 1 do not believe that, in the 
rainy season, the Kumaon local authorities could suddenly 
supply the great* number of coolies required for a body of 
troops going up \ ia Kasheepoor. The Ko.ssila river is held 
in great dreail by the hill men, and the country is tliinly in¬ 
habited, while at Nainee Tal, which is fast approaching to a 
flourishing settlement, my firm belief is that, in two or three 
years, hundreds of hill porters might l)e engaged. At the 
worst, there will always be some hundreds at work at the 
place, and, on an eineigency, 1 suppose Government would 
not scruple to demand their services from me, (nolens volens) 
or any one else in whose employ they might be at the time. 
Last of all, the whole of the suspension bri Ig'es which are 
• erected on the old road via Kasheepore, would come into use 
on the proposed new one via Naiuee ToU ns the old and the 
new roads would unite at the Khyrna suspension bridge near 
Ghutgiirh, and the onhj§ nfw line of road required to be 
made is the 12 miles from thenfe to Nainee Tal ; a very easy 
gelitly sloping tract of country, I believe several thousand 



196 


ritaniM^B ttanperingb 


rupees are expended yearly on the repairs of the old road; 
although for three months in the year it ts x nonentity. 

The extensive traffic between the hills and the phiin«>, will 
doubtless before lon<r chauge its course* and Kaleedooniree in- 
stead of Chilkeea will become the entrepot, Tliere are many 
obvious reasons for it; among the principal, I may mention 
the preference shewn by all the hill men to Kaleedoongee over 
Chilkeea, and the great saving to a trader of 8 or 10 miles of 
hill carriage, the exptnee of which is ruinous to all mer¬ 
chandize,* Nainee Tal being a Eun^pean station, must of 
itself, without any other inducement, more or less attract the 
course of traffic. 

Regarding the tiiraee, which is now beginning to ho better 

understood than formerly, I shall only say that the whole of 

the suspicious tract on the now route from Moradabad to 

« 

Naitiee Tal, con^Utsi of only 11 or 12 miles, viz., l)etweeii 
Manpoor, aiul one mile north of (he villn<;e of Boorhaiiiee, 
aiul even here we find tlie larg-e intermediate villasrc of 
Moondeea, wliicli, if it were very deadly, could not contain so 
many itdia!)itant.s as it does. In this tract of 12 miles, how¬ 
ever, I would recommend travellers to avoid encampin«' in 
the rainy season, until it lias been better tried. 

I must now return to Nainee Tal, the present state and 
probable future progress of which, I promised, should form 
the conclusion of my notes. 

The settlers there have not liecn disappointed. 'I'liis is say¬ 
ing perhaps more than I ought, because there are difficulties 
and'drudgery to go i,hrough in every new undertaking of the 
kind, and particularly in Kumann, where the Chinese system 
of Government carried on, till within the last half dozen years, 
taught the natives of the hills to distrust every European, ex- 
- ---- I __ 

' 4 — 

The outer ran^o of hills by i}\G Polgurh and Chilkeea route is a 
great obstacle totrade. 
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cept the local officers, to such a degree, that no confidence in 
mutual obligations could for a long time be established. Even 
now it is only partially established ; but sufficient footing Las 
been gained to shew the people that intercourse with us is ad¬ 
vantageous to them, and that fair dealing* is not an exclusive 
characteristic t)f their public men and .Courts, but is also 
practised by private individuals. • 

They are very <lif[icult to manage at first, but if one makes 
himself acccssable to their grievances, whether imaginary or 
real, a good understanding will generally be the result. There 
are undoubtedly exceptions in the shape of ba<l characters as 
among every pcojile under thesiin, and I well remember one 
instance where a man uiidertoiik a journey of i3 rnile^ to lodge 
a complaint in court against me for one and a half annas, and 
had to submit to it.s dismissal after all. He must have known 
it was frroundless, in tlic first instance. Another refused to 
take Ins wages, ami coinplame 1 in court for the same exact sum 
he had been offered. They do not amalgamate ut all with 
servants from tin? plains, and I strongly advise any oiio who 
may he lik(dy to h ivc much work at Nainoe Tal, to employ a 
good head puliarce, wiio can read and write and keep the ac¬ 
counts of the labourers, even if ite should, in addition, have a 
plains Goinashta ut the same time. I^abour has hitherto been 
ex[»ensive, but promises to become easier. Tlie hill coolies 
first employed for quarrying, carrying stone, &c., &c., had to 
receives Rupees a rnoiuli ; but by coinniencing with a small 
gang at this rate, ami going on quietly, almost any number of 
additional hands can be obtained at 4 rs. and even utidei* 
. Stone Masons arc to be had at 6 rs. a luoiith ; but sawyers and 
carpenters must be taken from the plains. We had consider¬ 
able difficulty in g'ctting these at first, hut it was greatly to 

be attributed to the cold of the climate in winter, and I do not 

» 

anticipate that any further obstacles of consequence in that 
de|>artment will be experienced while the* mild season 
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lasts. The stone for building is very good, but diilicuU to 
quarry. Lime stone is so abundant that most of the settlers^ 
have as yet prepared their lime on their own grounds, and 
the cy|)rc^s wood has been found most valuable for the roof¬ 
ing of buildings and every other purppse. ^fhere are also 

inexii lustihle forests of the Scotch fir, within a few miles of the 

*» 

lahc. The cost of a house must depend on its vicinity to 
quarries of stone, which forms the principal item of expendi¬ 
ture ; at a distance of about three or four hundred yards from 
them, a house and out houses of about the following dimensions 
with tlie work very substantial, though somewhat rough, may 
cost about fifteen hundred rupees * One room 21 by 14 ; one 
14 square ; onclOby 14 ; one 10 square ; one 10by 21 ; and 
one 10 by 14; in all six rooms ; and half a dozen good out¬ 
houses. The roofs are all being made flat, and covered in 
with clay well pounded down. I need not say that much 
depends on the management. Seven houses arc either finished 
or in progress, and three or four more are to be soon coin- 
mencofl upon. 

Supplies are plentiful beyond all expectation. The immense 
concourse of people at Nainee Tal in October, November and 
December wanted for nothing, in the shape of necessaries. Its 
vicinity to tlielarge towns of Kasheepoorand Ranipoor gives it 
great advantage;!, over the other hill stations. 11 is now^ however 
becoming well known, and I need not enter into further parti¬ 
culars, so shall conclude with the expression of a wish and a 
hope that a portion of the Society of Upper India may, before 
dong, experience the benefit of having so near their doors such 
an excellent climate to resort to, either in case of sickness, or 

I 

* The absolute cost, under many disadvantages has turned out to be 
1,730 Rupees. The clay roofs do not answer ; all roofs must either be made 
double, or slated at once, and they mnet hive a proper slope. Zinc sheets 
form the best of all roofings ; but they^reqinre good workmanship, and people 
generally commisthc mistake of nailing them to the planks. 
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in pursuit of amusement. If any benefit should arise from 
the establishment of this new hill settlement, it will be an am* 
pie recompense to me for such exertions as I have made to 
contribute to its success and welfare ; 1 therefore take leave 
by offering my best thanks to those few who, as pioneers, have 
shared with me the difficulties inseparable from every similar 
undertaking at the outset, and resp^fully bid all my reaefers 
a hasty farewell, 

PILGRIM. 




APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

I subjoin a Return of a part of our trade between Kumaoa 
and Chinese Tartary. It-was kindly given to me, by a g'oii- 
tlcmaii of the Civil Service at Almo a, with a vjew to luer- 
..cantile purposes, and, as I ha<l taken an interest enough to 
furniKli me with much miscellaneous information rcfrardiiiar 
our Hill territories, and the countries beyond our frontier, 
I consider myself fort\uia(e in having my views in general 
corroborated hy such an iiirloiibted authority. The race 
of ]>cople called Buotoas, partly residing on this side the 
snowy range and partly on tlie other, are the “ Carriers ” 
of ^thc trade of the two countries. They are a very hardy 
race, living at the limit ofal^nost perpetual snow, and are 
trained from their infancy to endure cold, and the effects of 
a rarefied atinosplicre, Tlu'y may be said to have a com¬ 
plete monopoly of the trade, and it is believed that this is a 
* great obstacle to its cxteHsi<m in these distant countries. A 
very considerrdde increase, it is sii[)posed, would take place, 
were a direct communication and free trade wlih Tarlary 
established. The native merchants of Aliu<>rc\ offered to 
enter into a bond to pay onr Governnieiit forty thousand 
Ilnpoes yearly, if they would aColish the Bootea monopoly, 
and lay open the trade to them. The monopoly is a self- 
arrogated nv self-established one, and no other parties dare 
to infringe it; sucli is the fear of the Chinese, whose subjects 
the Booteas profess to be, and under whose sanction thev 
pretend to hold it, although 4liey principally reside in our 
tci ritoric5. The uudeviating reason for this,as for every 
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thing else, is “Cheen ka hookm.” When our quarrels with 
Chma are settled, it is to be hoped the countries beyond our 
Himmala frontier may not be entirely forgotten. We ought 
to make a frte trade with Tartary, and penuission for Euro¬ 
peans to travel in it, one of the conditions of our treaty ; and 
1 am confident, as well as are many others who have given 
their attention to the subject, that it would be higldy advan¬ 
tageous to both countries. There is a vast tract of country 
beyond the Uimriialas, in the fable land of Tartary, richer in 
mineral treasures than most parts of,the world, and Ihe de-^ 
velopment of its resources might lead to results wdiich it 
would be iin possible to predict. I shall, in my next, give you 
a sliort account of the passes. 

Memorandum of Goods exported from Almora to Chinese Tartanj^ between 

October 1 840 and May 1841. 

JijwAitiR Pass. ' , 


Duseription of 
goods. 

QiitnUdy. 

Value. 


Tt(f/c at u'huJi S(fld 

at Bagemviii . 

Sugar Candy,. 

70 imh. 

2,000 Rs. 

From 20 to 30 Its. per 





niaund. 

Ciooi*, *>• ••• 

5,000 beU'OR, 

1,000 

>T 

5 belecs per lliipcc. ^ 

Confcctiomjry, 

^0 mda. 

400 

:> 

Frcin 15 to 25 ICs. per 





mauud. 

Xlutcs, *>. • * * 

70 mds. 

i,aoo 

7) 

„ 15 to 20 ditto. 

Alniomls, . 

25 do. 

700 

•7 

„ 20 to 25 ditto. 

Cloves, .t. ■>. 

;( do.^ 

400 

77 

„ 2 to 2-8 per secr. 

Chiilie»,. 

2 do. 

lOO 


„ 12 As. to 1 11. p. do. 

Nutiiicgfe', . 

5 do. 

500 

77 

„ 80 to OOnnts p. Jt. 

Cardamoms,. 

1 dc. 

225 

77 

„ 5 to 0 Us, pr. bcer. 

1 Camphor,. 

• 2 do. 

' 250 

77 

„ 3 lluj>ees pr. seer. 

Indigo, . 

5 do. 

500 

7? 

From CO to 100 Us. 

Pewter and Sal am- 


' R50 


per luanud. 

iiioiiiiie,. 

2 do. 

?y 

„ 1-8 to 2 Us. p. seer 

Khimkhabs, ... ... 

7 piemis. 

300 

77 

„ 20 to 100 Us. pr. p 
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Description of 
goods. 

Qmntitij, 

Value 


JJafe at wliich iold 
at Bageswur» 

Broadcloths, ... 

... 175 pieces 

37,000 


• 

From 2 to 12 Rs. p. yd. 

Moleskin and other Eu- 




rope cloths,... 

• « • 

4,000 


„ S As. to d^tto 

Khurwa,. 

... 4,000 do. 

3,000 


„ 6 to 30 Rs. p, corge 

Coarse cloth, ... 

... 10,000 do. 

13,000 


„ 1 to 2-8 per piece, 

Pearls, . 

• • « 

1,500 


No standard rate. 

Coral, ... 4 . 

• • • 

800 


From 1-8 to l(i R. 

^iiscellaneous com- 



per tola. 

modities, such 

as 




Penknives, Buttons, 




and Chiiiaware, 

• • • 

550 

5T 


Gram, ... 

0,000 mds. 

12,000 


Generally bartered. 

Hardware, 


3,000 


From 1 -4 to'2-8 p. scer“ 

Tobacco,. 

... 200 do. 

2,000 

11 

„ 10 to 16 Rs. p. md. 

lletcl-niU, 

• 

... 5 do. 

« 

200 

J1 

„ 15 to 50 Rs. p. md. 


Total Rs. ... 

C2,875 




-iiw* TIeeanb and Dharma Passes. 


Goor, ••• 

7,000 belees 

. 1,500 Rs. 

5 belees per Rupee. 

Cloth, ... ••• 


1,000 „ 

• 

Cl rain, ... ••• 

12,000 mds. 

12,000 „ 

No standard rate. 

Tobacco, •** 

150 do, 

* 1,500 „ 

From 10 to 16 Rupees 
per inaund. 

Hardware, . 


500 „ 

„ 1-4 to 2-8 p. s. • 


Total Rs. ••• ... 16,500 

0 

Grand Total of Exports, B-s. ... 79*375 
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^ Memorandimi of ImporU purchased from the Hhotias^ heUceen 

October 1840 and 1841. 



Juwaiiik 

Pass, 



Description, of 
goods. 

. ^ Tincal or uurefined 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bate of which sold 

HoraZj ••• ••• ... 

9,000 mdfi. 

1 

45,000 Rs. The present rate is 
5 Rupees per maund 
at Bngeswur, formerly 
7 and 8 Rs, per ind. 

Saltj •«> 

• 

2,000 do. 

8,000 

t 

Sold al 4 Rs. per md. 
and bartered for rice 
in the proportion 
of 3 and 4 seers of 
grain for one of salt. 

dhonrns,. 

10 do. 

1,600 


From 3 Ui 8 Rs. p, seer. 

Zedoary, (Nirbisi)... 

2 do. 

250 

tf 

„ 1-8 to 5 Rs. ditto. 

Saffron, . 

1 do. 

500 


„ 8 to 12 Rs. ditto. 

T'cft, ».» ••• ••• 

Pushum or Shawl 

2 do. 

200 

51 

„ 2-8 to 4 Rs. dij.to. 

••• 

]5 do. 

750 

•5 

„ 30 to70RR. p. ind. 

Ponies, 

00 

3,000 

»5 

„ 30 to 150 each. 

Shawls, ... **• 

Chinese dragons and 

40 pair 

1,500 

55 

„ 20 to GO per pair- 

other silks,. 

Blanket Clothing, 

coarse woolU'fis and 

20 pieces 

1,200 

»1 

„ 100 to 125perpicce, 
and the plain kind 
from 6 to 15 p. piece. 

serges, 

dOO do. 

2,000 

55 

„ 2 to 12R8. p. pieco^ 

Goats and Sheep, ... 

1,000 

1,200 

55 

„ 1 to 1-8 each. 

Mule Yfiks (Jubboos) 

50 

1,000 

55 

„ 20 to 30 Rs. do. 

IVlusk^l^ •*. *•» 

Gold dust, . 

80 tolas 
1,500 petangs 

200 

55 

„ 1-8 to 3 Rs. p. tola 

Ladhak Tamaslias or 

or 7-4mashas 

12,000 

55 

„ 8 Rs. per petang. 

3 anna pieces, ... 


7,000 

< 

55 

„ Exchange at 4 and 
5 per Rupee. 

Kuldor Rupees, 

« 

u 

15,000 

55 

„ The sole cash re* 
turn ill India coin age. 

Total Rn^)ecs, ... 100,400 


t 
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DlTAItMA AND BED \KR PASSES. 


Description 

goods. 


Clxianiibj. 

Yaluc. 

llot% at irWcli sold 

Tincal, 

• • • » • ■ 

8,Q00 mda. 

40,000 

'Ks. Sold at 5 and 6 Rs. 





per maund. • 

Salt,... ... 

p • 4 • p p 

3,000 do. 

• ip 

12,000 

„ „ 4 Rupees ditto. 

Orpiment, 

p p « p • • 

40 do. 

700 

„ From 20 to 28 Rs. 





per maund. 

"Puahum, ... 

p • • « • • 

• 7 do. 

400 

„ „ .30 to 70 ditto. 

Choiirns,... 

PIP > • • 

5 do. 

fiOO 

„ „ ,3 to 8 per seer. 

Musk,. 

p • p » « • 

300 tolas- 

600 

„ „ 2 to 3 per tola. 

Coarse Woollens, ... 

800 pieces. 

1,000 

„ „ 1 to 1 -8 per piece 


Total Ilupces. ... /j5,300 

Grand Total (ff Imports,. 1,55,700 

« 

Grand Total of Exports, . 79,375 Difference 7fi,325 Rb. 

Rough explanation of diflbrence. 

Expenses as follows :— Rs. 

Sheep and Goats purchased for carriage,. 10,000 

’Colton Cloths do., for apparel, . 4,000 

Coarse Thibetan Woollens rc-purehased for do., ... 4,000 

Government Land Revenue, . 4,849 

Interest of Loans from Almora Merchants, . 15,000 

Expenses of Jubboos, Goats and Sheep for Domestic use, 4,000 

Loans advanced by Rhotias, . 4,000 

Losses of all kinds, . 6,000 

• ■■ . 11 . 

Total, .. «• ... 51,849 

• * 

Frq^t or Balance in favor of Bhotias 24,476. 
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Memorandum of Goodu $old to the Bhatias of the Jmmhir Pass by 
Merchants of Almora and other Traders, from the 15th of 
May to 15th of June 1841, at Munshearee, according 
to a rough native calculation. 


••• *!• 


Broad cloth, 

IV^olcnl^iri, ••• lit ttt ••• att 

SiltlTl .lean, tta aai ttt ttt tta ttt ttt 

American Drill, ... 

English Chintz,. 

English Calicos, Maslin, Linen, &c., 

Olve t, tt. tta tt. ttt tta tta tta tt. 

Indian Chintz, Calicos, &c., . 

liCailS, ... at. att tt. at. tta tta ata 

C^r al, att tat ttt ttt tta at. tta ttt 

• 

Indigo, ttt tta att >tt att ata tta ttt 

S|nCOS, tta .ta ttt ata att att ttt tit 

^llgar, |ta aaa ... tta t*. ... att ttt 

Delhi valuables, precious Stones, Ji'Avellery, 
riositics, &c., 


• • i »• • 


Cu- 




4,000 

800 

300 

450 

300 

1,000 

400 

4,700 

700 

400 

350 

IGO) less this year 
150 J than usual. 

c 

500 


Total, ... 


• • • 


14,210 


BROtJGliT FOR SALE BY ZEMINDARS. 

Cjlram^ ... ..t ... .i* ... GOO 

JobacCo and C^il, .t. ... ... ... *•. 200 


Grand Total, .15,010 


In one niontli at one place, viz. Munsliearee, half way between Bages- 
wiir and Melunit # 

Note-—Payment for the above goods.is rarely made in cash, but bon3s 
are taken, made payt^Ic in cash and goods at the season of return traffic.* 

t 
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No. 11. 

Having accidentally heard tile other day, that a dejtailed 
account of the proceedings of the Chinese and Nepalese, against 
tlie Sikhs in Tibet, had appeared in the Delhi Gazci4e, I am induced 
to send you a few particulars wliich may, perhaps, be partly new 
to your readers, and partly tend to correct any slight mistakes, 
winch, it strikes me, must have crejit into those supplied t</your 
Cotemporary. I am sorry I had not an opportunity of seeing 
the GazeUe in which the account appeared ; I am writing, 
therefore, under the impression that there may be some mistakes, 
merely from (he little I lvi\c lieard regarding it in casual con¬ 
versation, and [ mean no olFence to your Coleinporary, wliose 
information must lie generally pleasing, novel and varied, judg¬ 
ing from the extracts from it, which you occasionally publisli, 
and the character I sometimes hear of it as a gleaner of intelli¬ 
gence. 

Since Zorawur Singli's death, no reinforcements have actunl- 

• * 

ly been made to the Cliinese force in Heoondes ; (the part of 
Chinci^e Tartary north of ourKumaon and Gurhwal frontier ) 
tlic Troops whicli wore sent from Lhassa in Inner Tibet, to 
drive out the Sikhs, remain as tlicy were in numbers, 

having after tlicir \ ictorics proceeded on to Gartokh, and thence 
in the direction of Ladakh, wliich province tlicy iiave now* 
invadetl. They have garrisoned Tuklakoth (a ^lacc of impor¬ 
tance just beyond the Kurnaon frontier near ofic of the Bccans 
J’as^cs) Gartokli, Dapa, &c. Although the Sddis were, at the 
date of the last intelligence, holding out in their small forts, 


tile Ladakh couniry may even now be considered virtually in 
tlie possession of the Tibet T'foops. The Chinese Government 
lias promised to support the Tibetans hi Ladakh, by scndiijg 
' ’an Army via Giiinak (it is difficult to say exactly what country 
or province or city i-lfor<; meant; but the Chinese Tartars, 
ne^r our frontier look upon it.as China Proper, alias tlic foun¬ 
tain head of the Empire) and V^iukmid ; and If the premise be 
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noted up to, "we may look for a protracted struofirlc between them 
and t]ie Sikhs. There ai-e still a few umimnts of Zorawur 
Siiiglfs Troops kept prisoners in the different posts reconquer-, 
edbytlic 'fibe^uns, and occasionally a few make their escape 
into Kumaon* The Lhassa Government are, as far as can be 
learned, sending an axiditional army along tlie North of the 
Himlnala ; but the Nepalese liave nothing whatever to say to the 
matter, and, unless driven to it by China, tlirough force, you 
may be very sure that nothing is farther from thoir intentions 
than co-operating with that power, in the aggression on the 
Ladakh country. The Sikhs have sent lJustcc Ham, who escap¬ 
ed from the scene of Zorawur Singh's disaster, during last win¬ 
ter, tlirough Kuinaon, to relieve Ladakh ; and yon need not be 
surprized if the Chinese were to get defc:ited, as they have now 
lost their own vantage ground, by proceeding beyond their fron¬ 
tier; just as we on a larger scale met with an alfciuudation of 
reverses and disasters, wlicn we carried our arms beyond the Ir\- 
dusinto Affghanistan. The Sikhs are now (juite convinced of 
tlieir bad policy in having invaded Chinese Turtary, and arc 
ready to agree to any treaty with the Til)etans to guarantee its in¬ 
dependence, and confine themselves within tlio limits of Ladakh, 
TheKajah of Isktirdo, or Hulteo, (little Tibet) i:? just now a 
prisoner, or an ally with the Chinese force in Ladakli. 

I believe notice has yet been taken of tiie conferenee, in 
October last, between the Siklis and ]\Ir. Liishington, the Com- 
inissioner of Kumaon,at Tuklukoth,*altiiough, fromal! accounts, 
it was a very interesting and an iinporiaiit one—ruklakotb is 
ft town which was never before visited, to the best of my know- 
ledge, by any European, and is described ns well w^irtliy of the 
notice of travellers, and second in importance only to Jdiassa, 
and one or two other cities of M'ihet. It is situated just beyond 
one of the Heeans Hasses, formed i>v Mie valley of <me of tlm 


* I his is a mihiake :—Jiic confcreiice 
leading (p luklakoth. 


took place in the Ikc.uis Pa^a 
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branches of the great river Ka)ee. Perhaps you will a&k where • 
or what is the great river K^Jee ; and, indeed, there woul(} be 
nothing remarhiible in your doing so, considering the way in 
which the geoi»rapliy of the Himmalu mountains in general has 
been tre ited, and the benighted views and notions which are 
prevalent on the snbjoct. I am told that \\\% Delhi Gazette 
has been describing Jvumaon as a prr'tected Hill state I Fifty 
years a^o the whole hills from the Sutledge to the Kalee, were 
put down in maps a§d books as Sreenugur ; then on our con« 
^qiieriiig these territories, every thing was Almora,” and re¬ 
cently the neig}ib('uihoods of Simla and Mussooree have been 
mistaken for the Ilimmala inountainft. Vast importance seems 
to be attvached to Ivunawur, as, from what T hear, the Delhi 
Gaxette apjjears to have obtained tl)e information it published 
from that quarter. Now, there is no part of Kunawur, or the 
valley of the ?]bti, less than a montlds journey from the scene 
of the oouriiet between the late Zoramir Singh and the Chi- 
nese 'ribotans; tlic impt>rtant p^irt of our frontier appears to me 
tt» lay along the Kumaon and Gurliwal countries, and not in 
the direction of Kunawur. 'J'here is a continuation of the 
most difficult mountain passes beyond Kunawur before you can 
• reach the Chinese territories, and travellers are apt to imagine 
they have crossed the Ilimmala when they scale the Berinda 
Pass and descend into Kunawur; this is a mistakr»altogether, 
the Berinda Piiss being a passage merely across a sort of ridge 
or spur of the great snowy range, which has been excavated in¬ 
to vallies and ravines by the destroying action of the large 
rivers, the Sutledge, the Buspa, and the Spiti. Let any 
one make an attempt to reach either Chaprung, or Garoo 
vid the Berinda Pass, and he will find he Has to cross the great 
sh^wy range by most difficult Passes, long after accomplishing 
the passage of that celebratedrfesort of the Simla travellers. 

In Xrurhwal and Kumaon, the*great snowy rang^eis more de- 

aad certainly very far exceeding in grandeur any thing to 
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‘ be seen in the Mussooree or Simla direction. Our Passes, 
which are five in number, viz., two in Gurhwal and three in 
Kumaon, lead directly to the very crest of the range, and as soon 
as you have •‘attained tlie summit by an almost uninterrupted 
ascent, with the exception only of the minor vallies of the tribu¬ 
tary rivers which join the main stream in the grand valley, 
generally at about right angles to it, you commence a Very 
gradual descent into 'rartary. On the contrary all the Passes 
in the Simla quarter, consisting of the Bfrinda, the Roopin, 
the Goonass- and Saatool, take you oyer only one division of. 
the snowy range, and leave you in a more difficult mountain¬ 
ous country than ever, where you have to climb Pass after 
Pass before reaching the rugged table land of Tartary. 

The first Pass which really leads at once into Tartary, is 
the Neelung; it is formed by the river of that name, more gene¬ 
rally known as the Jliannabee, the principal stream of the 
Bageeruti which joins it at Byramghattce near Gungootr^e. 

It can scarcely be called part of Gurhwal, the Pass itself is 
most probably within the Heeondes country. No European 
lias visited it, ns far as I can ascertain. There is little or no 
traffic by this Pass, but it is frequented by numbers of Hindoo 
Pilgrims wlio visit tbe lakes of Manes Surowur and Ratkhes • 
Surowur. The first of these means good genius (Manes') lake, 
and tbe latUr evil genius (ttakhes) lake. They are known in 
maps by the names of Mansarowar and Rhawun Khud. A 
Hindoo Pilgrimage is incomplete until the blessing of his be¬ 
nevolence, the President of the former, is secured by a visit; 
and the curse of his malevolence, the spiritual proprietor of 
the latter, is deprecated by the same .means. The demon holds' 
the monopoly of the fountain head of the Sutledge, and the 
good genius allcyws his lake, as far as we know, to supply the 
Sanpoo river. Probably the two^lalfes are occasionally united 
in Summer, when the immensesextent of snowy ranges of moun- 
tain9»around them are under a thaw ; and the Gogra may pos^ 
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stbly, at that time» drain off a part of their waters** The ridge 
of the Neelung Pass is believed to be about 1G,500 feet above 
the sea. Next, to the Eastward, is the Mana Pass. The Sariis- 
wati and Vishnoo Gunga rivers have excavated tlys glen. It is 
the highest of all the Passes, being 18,000 feet above the sea. 
The temple of Budreenath stands near the junction of the two 
streams, and some Hindoo Pilgrims proceed by Mana, to the 
two lakes above mentioned ; as well as return by it after visiting 
them. I formerly sent you an account of my visit to Mana. 
/rhe next in order is the Neetee Pass ; 10,800 teet above the sea, 
and formed by the Doolce river, the farthest branch of the Gan¬ 
ges. It is an easy Pass, and a considerable traflic is carried 
on by it in salt, wool, &c. The above three Passes are the 
Gungetic ; the next three belong to the Kalee river and its tri¬ 
butaries,—first, the Juwahir, 179500 feet high, beyond Melum, 
where the Goonka and Goorce rivers join ; tlie latter rushing 
out at once iu a large body from an immense glacier : next the 

Dharma Pass at’the source of the Doolce river, which is above 

♦ > 

16,000 feet in height: and lastly the Bceans Pass, at one of 
the sources of the Kalce itself. The height is unknown, but 
it is an easy Pass, and is supposed to be above 16,000 feet* 
There is also a very easy Pass in the Nepal territory, called 
the Hoomla. This is along the banks of the Gogra, (via Joom- 
la,) a tributary to the Kalce ; although in the plains, tlie united 
streams take the name of the former, which is the jsmallest of the 
two. The Gogra, like the Sutlcdge, has its source beyond the 
Himmala altogether, flowing from the base of another range of 
mountains, called the Kylas. 

This is a very short sketch of the Mimmala Passes : and I 
would not have ventnred on giving it, Vere it not for the 

t I 

M -^-•- 

* It must be doubted whether any other river except the Gogra 
receives water from the Manes Sarowur lake. The Sanpoo I believe to 
be in the imagination of Geographers, as far, at least, as a knowledge 
its real source is concerned. . 
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purpose of trying to attract a little attention to the countries 
beyond them, now that they are likely to be the field of a long 
contest between the Sikhs and Chinese, which will most pnii|| 
bably be only^erminated either by our lending our assistance 
to the former, to take and keep possession of Chinese 'farAry 
along the North base'ofthe snowy range, or exacting from the 
lattfcr, when we make a final treaty with them, a pledge of 
their ceasing the aggressions just commenced on Lachikh. The 
most minute account of the Gurhwal and Kumann Pas-es, by 
Mr. Traill, formerly Commissioner of Kumaon, may be found ^ 
in the Asiatic Society’s Researches, for 18t2. I Ijave not seen 
this account, I regret to say, but am told it leaves out no¬ 
thing of any importance. It is very remarkable that so few 
Europeans have visited these Passes, while so many have flock¬ 
ed to those near the Sutledge, leading into Kunawur. The Ma- 
na, the Neelung, the Dharma, and, till Mr. Lushington went 
to it last year, the Becans Passes, are quite unexplored ; and 
very few and far between, have liecn the visits to the Neetee and 
the Juwahir. The channels of the descending torrents, the on¬ 
ly paths which nature has provided for the access of man into 
these mysterious regions, are the objccts'of the most surprising 
grandeur and magnificence. The terrific precipices, roaring 
cataracts and never-ending masses of snow-clad mountains shoot¬ 
ing up into peaks like the points of pyramids, and to heights 
varying from ^,000 to 26,000 feet above the level of the sea, 
cannotbe described or conceived witliout being an eye-witness of 
them. Kumaon isaltogetlicr the grandest part of the Himmala; 
the peaks, the valleys, rivers and lakes, are all finer than any 
other. * The magnificence of the Kalee river, far, far exceeds ' 
that of the Ganges or* Sutledge ; and, where it debouches from 
the hills nc*T Burm Deo, there is a character of majesty about 
it which n<me of the other riverscanj)re.iend to, excepting perhaps 


* 1 he forest scenery around Simla is, however, finer than in most 
parts gf Kumaon. I 
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the Indus, At Burm Deo it is nearly twice the size of the. 
Ganges at Hurdwar, and in the plains it takes first the name 
l^theSahck, (will known to the ti ger shooting generation, 
who have a most proper idea of veneration forjt and always 
speiric of it with respect,) aiul afterwards the Gogra. It joins the 
Ganges above Patna, after its waters have-been half absorbed 
in the sandy bed in which it flows on leaving tl*e hills. 

1 formerly called your attention to the Nainee Talflakejin 
Kumaon; since then a good many visiter^have been exploring 
it, and I doubt not you will be glad to hear that it is greatly ad¬ 
mired. One of ihcm^ is not easy to be pleased in moun¬ 
tain scenery, says ‘‘ 1 have been twice to the place, and have ex- 
‘•amined it thoroughly, and also every route to it, from the 
“plains. Your description did not exaggerate its beauties. I 
“was there in clear days, and the plains were distinctly visible 
“to the South-East at the end of the lake, and even from the 
“lawn, withoutmy ascending the hills. OnMarcli 12th, W— 

“ of MoradabadJ and Iliad thethermometer at 34° aith^lake.” 
In April and May, when every shrub is in flower, the grass all 
of the brightest green, and the hill sides crimson or scarlet with 
the flowers of the Rhododendron forests, the lake must be a o-or- 
, geously bewitching scene. It ought, at some future period, to be 
the sanatorium of the Himmala. 

No. III. 

* • 

The following correspondence is published, here with a 
two-fold \iew. 1st, to show how groundless was the attack 
made by the party of the against Pilgrim, in regard to 
speculations at Nainee Tal, alluded to at length in the intro- 
. duction; and 2nd, to point out to intending applicants for 
building sites, the authority under which grants are made, 

■ • - 

Skahjehanpore, 26i/i Feby. 1842, 

To J. H. BATTEP? Esq. 

« 

Jssistant to Cowmis^oner. 

* • 

Sir,~I have the honor to request that you will be pleased 
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to grant me, on the usual terms, a lease of land, on the banks 
of the Lake, situated on the Gaghur range of mountains in 
Kumaon, and generally known by the name of Nynee Tal. 

I wish inerply for suflScient land for the site of a house and 
a garden ; with a little to spare for. any other out buildings, 
which I might find it* necessary afterwards to add : and I trust 
you will have no objections to my selecting the site, as I pre¬ 
sume I shall be one of the first applicants. It is not, my inten- 
tion to commence building immediately, but as I think there is 
a probability of the land around Nynee Tal being, at some fu¬ 
ture peiiod, the site of Sanatorium, owing to its possessing 
unusual advantogeg in point of climate, vicinity to the plains, 
as well as other recommendations, I have a desire to assist in 
bringing the pl.ice into notice, and should others hereafter join 
in such an object, I should be very glad to commence ope¬ 
rations in building. In the interim, I shall be happy to pay 
to Government any reasonable assessment you may fix, on 
such portion of land us I may be permitted to ‘select. 

Your most cbedt. Servant, 

(Signed) P. BARRON. 

To P. BARRON Esq. 

^c. &c. 

Shahjehanpore, 

Sir,—In ^reply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, in con¬ 
tinuation of yo/jr former application for a grant of land at 
Nynee Tal, I have the honor to forward for your information 
and guidance, copies of the final correspondence on the sub¬ 
ject of Nynee Tal, which has been received through the Com¬ 
missioner of Kumaon from the Sudder Board of Revenue ' 

% 

and the Government N. W. P. 

2d, The plan of the sites selected by yourself, which yoli 
forwarded with your letter under .acknowledgement, has been 
placed on record, and pending further arrangements and sanc¬ 
tion, FiU be considered sufficient for all purposes of demarcation.^ 
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*- 3d. It is probable that Mr. Lushington, the Commission¬ 
er, will himself repair to the Lake at the latter end of Fe¬ 
bruary, or the beginning of March, and then, if not sooner, 
detailed rules for the granting of sites, and tl)e further ar¬ 
rangements for the management of the proposed settlement 
will be prepared and promulgated- 

4tli. You will oblige me by communicating to Mr. Mac- 
lean, who is I believe a neighbour of yours, the substance and 
result of the correspondence which has taken place, and I be¬ 
lieve there is no objection to your otherwise making public 
the terms on which building leases at Nynee Tal will be 
granted. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedt. Servant, 


Kumaon.S.A. Commr\s Office, ^ J. H. BATTEN 

January^ 1843. I Sen. Asst. Com. 

TO J. H. BATTEN 

Senior Assistant. 

Kumaon. 






Sir,—With reference to vour letters No. 33 of 9th March, 

' *7 


* From Sudder Board of Revenue to 
Commissioner of Kumaon, No, 3C, dat¬ 
ed yotli December 1842. 

•From Sudder Board of Revenue to 
Government N. W. P., No. 517, dated 
31st October 1842. 

From Government to Sudder Board 
of Revenue, No, 2,133, dated 3d Dec. 
1842. 


and No. 116 of 27 th August 
last, 1 have the honor to an¬ 
nex for your , information 
and guidance^ copies of the 
correspondence, noted in the 
margin,* on the subjects of 
the grants of laud at Nynee 
Tal. 


I have &c. 

(Signed)* G. T. LUSHINGTON 
■ • Commissioner. 


Kumaon, Commr s^Offic 0 ^ 6/A Jan. 1843. 

P. S.—It would be as well to inform Mr. Barron at once 
of the terms on which his grants of land are to be held.* 
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ToG. T.LUSHINGTON Esa. 

Commissioner of Kumaon Division. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. SO, dated 30th Au¬ 
gust last, on tke subject of grants of lands at Nynee Tal, I am 
directed by the i^udder l^oard of Revenue N. W. P., to an¬ 
nex for your infoimation and guidance copy of their address to 
Government No. 517, dated 21st October, and of the order 
received in reply No. 2,133, of the 3d instant. 

2d, I'he Board request you \rill give Mr, Barron the 
proposed grant on tlie desired terms, .having first carefully • 
measured it, fixed the limits, and formed such map of it as you 
u.ay be able to prepare. They further request that you will 
draw out, and submit for approval, rules for the general grant 
of such leases, having reference therein to the instruction now 
communicated to you, 

3d,* The Board also direct that provision maybe made for 
the survey of the location as soon as possible. If any ey- 
pcncc is necessary it can only be recommended as an advance 
on the security of the future loc;il funds, you will be pleased to 
remember the applicahilily of the new assistant Act to such 
locations, and the rules sljould be framed with reference to the 
future introduction of the Act. • 

I have &c,, 

(Signed) H. M. ELLIOT 

Sudder Bd. 6f Rev. N. W. P., I Secretary. 

Allahabad, iQth Dec. 1842. j 

ANNEXURES. ^ 

Board’s address to Government, dated 21st October 1842 
No. 517. Orders of Government iri reply dated 30th De¬ 
cember 1842, No. 2,133. 

Enclosure retyrmd. 

From Senior Assistant, Kiunaon, dated 27th Aug, 1842 

No. ne. ' t 
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ToR. N.C. HAMILTON Esq. 

Secretary to Government N. W. P. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 660, dated I3th 
April, I am directed to forward for submission to His Honor 
the Lieutetiant G-overnor the accompanying' letter from 
Commissioner of Kumaon, dated 30th August, No. 60., to> 
gether with its enclosures, on the subject of Mr. Barron’s Qp. 
plication for land at Nynee Tal. • 

2ad, It appears from the report of the district OSicer 
that the laud immediately around lake Nynee Tal is unoc¬ 
cupied and waste, aucf entirely at the Disposal of Government 
for any purpose to which they may be pleased to assig^ti it. It 
also appears from-a previous report of the 9th March, for¬ 
warded direct to Governiueut by the Commissioner of 
Kurnaon, that the people in the vicinage of the lake, so far 
from havitiqr any objection to the appropriation of the lands 
bordering'on it to buildiiio- purposes, are sensible of the many 
advantages whk;h would result to them when once the lake 
becomes a place of general resbrt. 

3rd, Mr, Barroirs application, therefore, the Board ob¬ 
serve, may be safely ciunplied with, without fear of molest¬ 
ation to the rights or even prejudices of the people, and upon 
such terms as his Honor may be pleased to determine. 

4tli, The Board would propose that the land applied for 
may be granted on the terms of building leases,' at a fixed 
rate to-be paid by tlie occupant so long as the land is used 
for the purpose for which it is uow required. The Board 
concur in thinkiiigdbe Kussowlee rates for building leases 
higher than is necessary, and would consider a rent rate of 
two annas per Beegab ol^tbe Rohilcuiid local measurement, 
•giving about 6 Kucha to the Acre, as fair and sufficient. 
All sums thus realized be credited to Government, or held 
in deposit for local improvements, under such restrictions as 
may be thought advisable. I'he building lease might also 
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contain a clauge, binding the lefwee to die observance of such 
rules as the local authorities with sanction of Government 
may from time to time prescribe. 

^ 5th, Sho^uld His Honor approve of tl>ese conditions, the 
authorities in Kumaon might lie instructed to mark off and 
define the land mpiired by Mr. Jlarron, and to give 
him a lease according to the prescribed terms; the Board, 
however, would suggest the propriety of a minute survey 
before any extensive choice ot' locations is permitted. This 
might probably be effected by the Executive Engineer, or 
some persons interested in the success of the settlement, 
resident on the spot. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) H. M. ELLIOT, 

Sudder Bd. of Bev, N. W. P., ? Secretary 

Allahahad^"l\8t October 1842. \ 


From H. B. RIDDELL Esq. 

(Jffg» Asst^ Secy, to the (Jovt, N, W. 1^. ^ 

To H. M. ELLIOT Esq. 

Secy to the Sudder lid. of Rci\ N. W. P. 

Allahabad, 

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter on the subject of the proposed grant to Mr. Barron at 


Nvnee Tal. 

• f 

2iul, His Hotior tlie Lieutenant Governor entirely ap¬ 
proves of the general pruiciples on which the Board * would 
grant Sites for houses at the place, and requests that the 
Board will issue such detailed orders and instructions as 
they may deem necessary. Care should be taken to avoid the 
error of granting toe large holdings, and convenient spots 
should be set apart for public purposes, such as Fairs, Mai;, 
lets, Bazars &c.and also for public b^iiiditi^s, as a Church &c. 

drd. With reference to the suggestion made in the last 


|nira^;raph of your letter of the propriety of a minuter survey. 
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I ara directed to observe that His Honor does not consider 
a survey of this part of the Hills of sufficient importance to 
warrant his applying for the services of an Engineer for t&is 
special duty. Should the Board, however, be able to suggest 
any plan by which the measure can be carried into effect at a 
moderate cost, or by an Officer on the spot, His Honor will 
give it his favorable consideration. > 

4th, In the mean time, the exact extent of Mr. Barron’s 
grants can easily be marked out. 

5tb, The rate proposed by the Board is approved and the 
amount received may be kept in deposit, to form the basis of 
a fund for the future improvement of the settlement. 

6 tli. The enclosures of your letter are herewith returned 
a copy having been retained. 

Agra^ 3rf/ Decr.mher 1842. I have &c,, 

(Signed) II. B. RIDDELL, 
Offg. AssU Secy, to the Govt. N. W. P,. 
(True copies.) 

(Signed) H. M. ELLIOT, Secretary, 

(True copies.) 

(Signed) G. T- LUSIIINGTON, Commissioner, 

(True copies.) 

(Signed) J. H. BATTEN, Senior Asst. Commissioner 

No IV. 

’ To the Editor of the Delhi Gazette. 

Dear sir,—In my last I told you that I should most pro¬ 
bably solicit the opmibns ofaU4he gentlemen residing within 
a reasonable distance of me, regarding the general correctness 
of my former papers on Nynee Tal, and here is the result. 

‘ Of course many would feel an objection to come forward 
publicly in their nignes on account of the foul abuse they 
would receive from Bagman, (who, however, does not give 
afi opportunity of refuting it en the same terms,) a specimen 
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of which has already been shewn in his assertions and insing. 
ations, that Nynee Tal is a job of the residents of Ahnorab; 
a CLIQUE of which I am the org'aa. Every resident of Ka« 
maon scorns, and despises this slander. There is neither 
clique nor job ; I am neither the organ nor under the inftu. 
ence of any party whatever, and there is not a single member 
of die society of the whole province who is any way under 
my direct or indirect controul. You will observe, in the pa¬ 
per I send you, the signatures of ten gentlemen, of whom I 
assure you skven, (and two of these seven I have never even 
seen,) are almost perfect strangers to me ; to the l>est of my 
knowledge and belief they possess no interest whatever in 
Nynee Tal, and will have to leave tiie province this year 
without much chance of ever seeing the lake again. The ten 
gentlemen, whose original letters are herewith enclosed, 
have given their opinions simply on the grounds of my ve¬ 
racity and motives in my general description of Nynee Tal 
having been called in questiiHi, as stated in my circular letter, 
and are quite prepared for their names being made public 
at my discretion ; but I do not deem this necessary at present, 
owing to the anonymous and unfair mode of proceeding- 
adopted by the Bagman clique. The original letters can 
remain with you as vouchers, and you would greatly oblige 
me by publishing their contents without the names, merely 
mentioning at the bottom of each that it is signed by one or 
more gentlemen, as the case may be. Whenever the Hills 
may adopt an open and a fair mode of discussing the question, 
you can publish the names. I may os well fnention here, that I 
have been unable to visit the Tal myself since December last. 

No. 1. ‘ 

To THOSE OFTHB CoMMONITT RESIDENT IM KUMAON WHO • 

HAVE VISITED NviffCS TjHL. 

Gantlemen,—With reference, to a letter which appeared in 
the ** Mills'* ifewspaper of the 16th March, on the subject df 



A^pbitdix. 


SXl 


Nynee Tal, in which the general correctness of my former des«> 
criptions of the place ia called in question, and insinuations 
are thrown out with a view to make it appear that the project¬ 
ed settlement there, is a job for the benefit of, two or three 
individuals mentioned by name, will you do me the favour of 
giving me your opinion briefly on the merits of the two con¬ 
flicting statements ; and further, oblige me by saying if you 
consider yourselves to have been in any way deceived or dis¬ 
appointed regarding the lake, through any descriptions or re¬ 
presentations of mine under the signature of Pilgrim, as the 
“ newspaper would lead the public to believe. 

Your’s very truly, 

Pilgrim. 

Lohooghai^ lOM May^ 1843, 

No 2, 

Having read and heard a great deal regarding** Nynee 
Tal,” I determined on visiting the spot, for which purpose I 
left Aiiaorah iuthe commencement of the month, and was 
most agr.efddy surprised and delighted with the lake and 
the scenery iround it„ 

I consider that Pit or i'’ haw not at ail exaggerated his 
^ statements on the subject^ as I was led, by letters signed Bag¬ 
man in the Hills newspaper to expect; but, on the contrary, 
am of opinion that a much more favorable account might 
have been written regarding the lake and its vicinity. 

Nynee Tal^ I4M May 1843. 

I entirely concur with the above, 

I __ 

• No. 3. 

’ .Haring^ visited Nynee Tal, I consider the place to have 
‘)eeii very veil. des^bedjby “ Pilorim” in his printed let- 
erSy.and I have not been in Vhe least deceived or disappointed 
regarding the lake and its vicinity through bna representa- 
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tioiis. I moreover consider the letters of the writer in the 
-fft/fo*^newspaper, (under the sig-natiire of “ Traveller’^ 
and " Bagman”), are calculated to give an inaccurate idea of 
Nynee Tal to the public. 


I agree with the above, and am further of op iiioii that 
much of the scenery about Nynee Tal is far superior to any-, 
thing at or near Mussoorie. 

No, 4. 

I consider Pilgrim’s account of Nynee Tal, to give a faith¬ 
ful representation of the place, and not in the least calculated 
to cause disappointment to any one visiting it. 

The scenery of the lake and vicinity is most beautiful. 

. — ■< 

I concur in the above. 


No, 5. 

Led by the glowing description of Nynee Tal given by 
“ Pilgrim,” I have twice visited that spot, and consider that 
it is not iu the power of man to give adequate idea to the 
loveliness a'ad variety of the scenery around it. The efforts 
of Pilori»4” w^'cre directed to a good object, and to induce 
others to share his own delights ; efforts, wbicii have been eU 
ther grossly misunderstood or undervalued. 

Almorah^ 18/A May^ 1843. 

No. 9. 

Having several times visited Nynee Tal—and once al a 
season, when a succession of some d#ys rain would have been 
safficient'to condemn any spot less lovely than the lake in 
guo^ 1 faav^xnuch pleasure in recording my satisfaction as 
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to its beauties and capabilities. In no instance can I discover 
that “ Pilgrim” has exag-g*erated the one or overstrained the 
other; indeed, as to the latter, he has not given so full a (}es- 
rription as the place merits: for if a thermometer iu the mid¬ 
dle of June at 54dei^ree9 is to be appreciated, and water, wood, 
lime and slate in abundance worthv of hein<r used in house 
building', then Nynce Tal may w^ell claim the palm over any 
station in the Hills, or, perhaps, iu India. 

' . ♦ 

May 18 tA. 

Besides the names here mentioned there are, I Relieve, four 
or five more of the Alinorah community who have seen Nynee 
Tal ; two are officially connected with it, and on that account, 
altlioug'li coinciding in opinion with the others, they very 
properly consider the public expression of tliem to be inex¬ 
pedient. One or two, wdiose opinions I can vouch for, had 
not an opportunity of seeing the paper circulated, and one 
krA<lly proinisiMbto give his favourable opinion, only in the 
event of the writer in the coming forward in his own 

name. 

And, now, look at Bagman s and the Hills' facts. They 
tal^ up tlieir position that tlie lake has no outlet, they chaU 
longed YOU on this point, and coolly told you there was no use 
disputing as to matters of fact; next, it had an outlet once in 
three or four years; then it had nonefor ten months In the yeari 
and lastly, when a correspondent, II. B,, took a scientific 
gentlentan with him to examine it, and proved that there was 
a constant stream entering and another flowing out of the 
lake, they discover that it might have been bettor, and that it 
is of little or no use &c. •That the outflow is useless, is just 
one of their randoiaassertions, of which the value is now be- 
coming' known.. \^hat is the use of demolishing' Bagman 
any j'urlher ? I will give you one or two insstances more of 
hi&:ingenious and plausible quiblaling. He says,,that to get a 
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view of the snowy range fromNynee Tal, you might as well 
have to go from Jdrrapauee to the top of Laodour. The lat* 
ter must he four or five miles, while the former is not more 
than one ; iu many places the distance from the margin of 
the lake to the top of Sher-ka-Danda, from whence are visi¬ 
ble the most sublime, views of the snowy range, is not above 
half a mile, if so much. Bagman will soon find out that, 
when he comes to ‘‘ expose” my rough estimate of distances, 
connected with Nynec Tal ! ! The effrontery displayed in 
the above assertion, is only equalled by that of the Hills^ who 
says, We#eg our correspondent to remember, that noth irig* 

“ offensive or personal has originated in this paper regarding 
the Tal/^ Just tuiw to the Hilis of the Ififh March, page 
327, middle column, and read from line seven to line twelve, 
where you will find as nice a specimen of uncalled for and 
offensive personality, by sinister insinuations, as yon could 
wish to handle, and this was the ortgtn of ilie whole discus¬ 
sion ; for had it not been for ihe names there inserted, and liie 
malicious insinuation tlvereiii implied, every thing else slioidd 
have passed iinnotiQcd by me. I mentioned tins liefore, and 
I do it again that tin? public may bear the fact in mind. I 
should also like you to remember that I have more than ^ 
in my former papers on the hills and Nynee Tal, declared I 
did not aim at any great accuracy in heights or distances, es¬ 
pecially where they were coinparati\nely unimportant, I 
gave hasty descriptions of things, as they left their impressions 
upon meat the time, and recommended people to go and judge 
for themselveB. Bagman seems to have gone with a magazine 
of mysterious insiruments, and a three foot rule hi his hand, 
but with his eyes so, little open as* to see nothing but what 
bore iu favour of his own predetermiued views. I have not 
one of my former papers by me to r^fer t(^ bu{ 1 am most po¬ 
sitive of having disclaimed any v^^y great accuracy; so Bao- 
Mak may haasniessly proceed with bis amusement of ^hair-split- 
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Look, again, at his assertions that ijotlung living can 
ever pass through the deadly turaee with safety. The rgi- 
swer to him is, look at (he great niiiiihor of Luropean gentle¬ 
men who hove passed Jiuil rejiasstul it, during tlia last six or 
seven rnonllis, in perfect safety, without, to luy knowledge or 
belief, a single eas.* of arcident, or fatal illness arising from it. 
T'he number of European travellers tbrongli it has beeirat 
teast trebl<! what ic was before Nynoe Tal beeu'ne a thorn in 
Eagman’s si<le.— Tlirre is a verv safe r^inte from Nvnee Tal 

• 4' 

yiji Polgurh, Ghilkeea and Kashcepoor; the latter being a 
LAUGK thriving town, just twenty three anil a lialf miles from 
the foot of the hills. The road can he cut, f(H’ hackeries, 
througli a lower range of hills hounding the Kotlui Dhoon, 
and wdieeled vehicles of all kinds could then proccvnl to within 
about tivelvc or thirteen miles of the Jake. I have been con- 
suiting on tills point, widi a inodical gentleman wlio passed 
tliiamgli the Kotha DliO{)n, Polgurh, Cliilkeea and Kaslieepoor, 
iiiTliu beginning hf June, and returned in perfect safety at the 
very end of the same month. Ilis opinion is that the rout 
Would he safe at all seasons of the year, pia^dotl liiere were a 
few bridges construct(‘d over the l ivers to expedite their pas- 
, sage. By this route there are no swamps and only fifteen or 
sixteen miles of dry uncidtivated laud, wliich, hy un extension of 
intercourse with the lulls, would in a few years disappear. The, 
rest is an open, well cultivated Cviuntry. 

To coliclnde ; the gro.ss abase, by tlie Bagman, of myself 
and the Almora community is so far satisfactory, being evi¬ 
dently in ihc exact riftio of his soreness and disappointment. 
He may now publijh any thing he pleases wiiljout fe.ir ofeon- 
tradii'tiou, but my imperfect and hurried papers on Nvnee Tal 
will continue to be wliat they professed ; a useful approxima¬ 
tion to the trutls’for^every^^vdinary purpose of utility. I have 
exposed liis tactics, and from the^e ins motives can easily be 
'divined. • 



XXVI 


Appendix. 


People wiH remember that while I l»ave been exerting my 
gratuitous and unpretending eflbrts and using iny humble 
endeavours, to stimulate and forward the spirit of improvement 
now directed to the hiJI Sanataria, Bagman commenced his 
career with a piece ofofteufeive personality,” and continues 

9 

it as the anonymous champion of indiscrimate abuse. I exerted 
iwyself, without either wish for^ or j)rosp€ct of perso7ial gain 
direct or indirect^ to make the public acquainted with the 
merits of a delightful spot, a visit tu which uiauy a ucary re¬ 
sident of tlie plains looks back upon, and forward to, ^\itb un¬ 
mingled pleasure ; Bagman has used all his talents and in¬ 
fluence to bring into disrepute, the harmless enterprizc of myself 
and a few other individuals trying to cstablisl* a few liill resi¬ 
dences for ourselves and neighbours, in about the most desira¬ 
ble locality of the Himmala ; desirable on account of the 
many advantages already enumerated in former papers, and 
without a single drawback, except the Turaceas already ex¬ 
plained. What need I say more ? * 

PILGRIM. 

P. S.—If any a|^umnlation of filth in the lake should ever 
be dreaded, you maydepend upon it the residents know how to 
construct a canal to carry it oH‘; the ground being most fa-^ 
vorable to any work of the kind. 

P. S. No 1.—Should this be in time, you might ptititin 
your Gazette, as a postscript to my last, and if not, at your 
convenience. It is not much consequence, being mt^rely one 
or tw o more illustrations of tlie fallacies of the Bagman of the 
“ Hilh^* He says, that in my first description of Nynee Tal, I 
make its size sewn thne^ what it has been subsequently found. 
By his account I guessed its length at about one and a quarter 
mile, and its greatest breadth three-fourths of a mile; there ^are 
various ways of measuring the leiy^th oi a 'lake, and I must 
confess my wav, on this occasion, to be a clumsy one,—I walked 
down one sMe of it and made a roug;h guess, a line dmwn 
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from one end to tlie other, 'would, of course, make a differ¬ 
ence in length according; to the shape of the lake. He says, 
its actual lengtli is four-fifths of a mile, and breadth one quar¬ 
ter of a mile. How does he make out the former,to give seven 
times the size of the latter ? It will be observed that he has no 
data to go upon for an average breadth imny guess at its size ; 
he iriiist have therefore drawn for it upon his own fruitful 
imagination. Any schoqj. boy could detect the quibbling 
here employed. It is evident that he thinks his apparent self- 
confidence in the truth of his own assertions, may induce the 
H'dls"' to receive tlicm a*; gospel without an attempt at in¬ 
vestigating (heir soundness. How complimentary to them ! ! 
I am now positively assured that, hy a survey lately made of 
Nynee Tal, it-hniutli is nearer a milk than four-fifths of a 
mile. Th is IS not ormucli im|»ortancc, but it slicws tliut Bag- 
man's measurements are questionable. 

He forgot to take notice oftuy having informed the readers 
the Agra Wdihar, in iny first hurried sketch of Nynce 

a 

'J'al, that I had lost all my notes, and was writing 
from recolleclion only. My first visit in 1841 was 
wo sliort, that I could do nothing beyond describing rny 
own iin|)ressions. Our parly arrived at the lake in the after¬ 
noon, and left it nc^xt moruiug- AVhen I returned to it in 
December, D.l4'2, I tried to take u better estimate of its size, 
and for this jmrpose we rowed and timed a boat round the 
lake, aiftl iruessed its circumierence to be al>ovo three miles. 
I have before mentioned an authority for its being 2,377 
miles. I shall, on 1115 - neYt visit, endeavour to measure it cor- 
.rectly as a matter of curiosity. The average depth given by 
Bagman I cannot receive* Begarding Slie out lei, wdiich is 
ni^)w established beyond all doubt, B\gman quibbles about my 
having declared'theye whh^ a constant small stream running 
over.thc brink ; a fact whicli he denies. Had I been trying 

“fo-write a book on geology, instead of u shot't geiveral sketch, 

j 
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,1 would have explained that you could w’alk across (lie iiar of 
rock ,with dry feet, but below your feet you could detect the 
line of the fissures througli which the wat(iv made its way, and 
appeared in a^small stream a few feet below you. Towards 
the end of the dry season it appears the lake sinks two or 
'or three feet, I he water, therefore, does not overtlow by the 
upper fissures, but by tl4>se of a loAer strata; and instead 
of appearing only a fow feet below the bar, it appears about 
thirty pates below it. 

The recession of the water of the lake from the lop of the 
bnr, and the consaejuent falling of two or three feet in its Icvid, 
prevents the outflow, or ex pen li(iire of llie water by the upper 
or superficial fi'-sures, and confines Its exit to lower ones. The 
(lirninisfied supply from (lie triluilaiy streams and springs, 
during tlie dry months, is thet<*l)y Cinnpensatod lor ; and (lie 
lake retains a certain level, below wlncli nature lias thus provid¬ 
ed that it caninit ThU is surely plain eiunigh, hut you 

will find it mvslifiod bv EJagman, * ' 

Great importance is iitlached liy tin: ** ////A ' to n(*f'e.s^i(y 

of a surface out-flow, to carry away the tiitli which miulit he 
washed into tlie lake. K^(M’y one knows tlnit ad cominou 
kinds alw ujs suhsule in water, and do not swim on its 

* surface. Just fancy filtli of every kind faking it into its head 
to float down friuu one end of tiie lake to the other, to ac- 
coinmodate Ifis theory ; while, according to the laws of nature,, 
^ it ought to liave dejXKsitod itself within a few yards of tliobaiik, 
or at all events wiihiii fifty or a hundred! VVe sliall be able 
during tlie ensuing rainy season, to obtain a better account of 
the extent and duration of the surface oul-flow of the lake. 
The Ikdleoaiiv.r has Us source in it beyond all dispute, on the 
principle of the longest stream being considered the parent 
one* It receives small tributaries, but^iot for a-long distance 
below the lake, .and they are far hiferior to the Nynee d'al 
one in size. % , 
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My two visits to the lake have been early in November and » 
December 1841 and 1842, respectively ; and the level of^the 
water was exactly llie same on botli occasions, with a stream 
running in, and anoiIuM' rv\niiini*‘out. It ought t# be recollect¬ 
ed too, that (here have not been, wjthin the memory of man, tAVO 
suoli scanty rainy sea-^tms as tin* above in Knmaon. The bijjli- 
er springs, as well known, are entirely dependent for (heir nftip- 
ply of water on (lie quantity ahsorded by the rocky soil durino' 
(he tlirec rainv month'^ of J iino. July and August, and it is 
wonderful that Nyn(».: Tal c odd have retained its level, Avith 
sucli a very deficient sujjply of rain ds was cxpcricn(*od dur¬ 
ing the (wo past years. 

The above reintnks will tend t^o she w the rnib/iWA’ of tlie Hao- 
MAX faction, 

I^ohoo ijhant^ 22J J/*///, 1843, 

P. .S'. Xo, 2—T A^ ii trv lo make (h ' outlet still more 


plain, as 1 recoHect it in 1841. The level of the water of 
!:ik(' was, I sliould say, to the very best of my belief, not 
two Ibcf |)i‘r[)f'rlicn! ir i»;‘! (ijo top of (!iebar oa which I 
Avalk(‘d iH'ios -, and (lie hwd of (lie place Avhere the stream 
appi'ured o'\ the odier side of (be I) ir, not more than four or 
, five feet perpendicular btdoAV the fop of the bar; the water 
had, (hcrefore, a descent of# two or three or three and a half 
fec'tin its pa-'sage (lirongli die fissures where the streum appear¬ 
ed ; its channed is so filiisl up with large loose stones that (he 
water iS soiucAvliat concealed, and I heard its rippling be¬ 
fore I saAv It. tn other Avords, if you take a harniiuM' and 
pickaxe, and knocka coU|>lc of feet of die sjKmgy and 
.water-worn part of the fop of tiie limestone )>;ir, you lay open 
the outlet lo the meanest cajvacity. This applies to the 
in/mtirs of November and December when I was at the lake ; 


H. B. in the Hills" has explained the alteration which 
takes place in the dry weather,^ and I have already alluded 
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a mill darn in a river runuin^ over, not the surface of fevery 
individual stone, but through the crevices between the upper 
stones and the upper layers of stone ; yet surely, in the 
ordinary acc(^tation of the meaning of language, if you were 
describing it casually and unscientifically, you would say the 
water runs over the brink. But you will find even this quib- 
blefi and tortured and inagniued into every sort of 
deformity, “ chops and tomata sauce ! !’* good heavens!! 

It has just been pointed out to me l)y a friend, that 
the allusion in one of my letters to the Mussoorie house¬ 
holders, although it may" be applicable to some one or two of 

their number, is unju^'t as far as the majority of them are 

% 

concerned. I promptly admit it, and regret I should 
have inadvertently made the remark as apjdicable lo all, 
for I am sure nine-tenths of them care not one straw 
about Nynec Tal, and I slumld be sorry to imitate Hacmav 
in Ills foul and sweeping alnisc of the wliolc coimniinity of 
Kumaon. ^ 

I have, indeed, a better opinion of the 'uodv of men alluded 
to than the Hi/Zs'hUnstlf, who, at tlie outset of the dis¬ 


cussion on Nynee Tal, in the paper of KJtli March, informs 
his readers that the fact of his corres])ondent owning no pro¬ 
perty at Mussoorie oi‘ Simla ongiil t(i vouch for his disin- 
terestedness ; {liGsequitur^thcvcimw is that no one having 
property at these plac^es could, in his opinion, be disinterest¬ 
ed, Rather complimentary to the^e gentlemen, I thiiilc ! I 
beg to differ from the opinion itn|>1icd by his remark, for I am 
sure the majority of them would do justiiJt? to Nyiiee Tal if 
they liad an opportunity of seeing it. 

AhnosI every reader of the of IGth March made 

the remark, that his great apparent anxiety to vouch for his 
correspondent possessing no propcrtjj at Mjiss6«rie, was sus- 
picious. I think it most probable, that the true Ragman, 


the real Simdti Pure fairly out-witted him. 


Tlie phole com- 
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muiiication alluded to uiight have pasi^ed for the spontaneoii% 
efFusioa of an unprejudiced, tltroiigh discontented observer, 
lutd lie not penned flie malicious and offensive personal insin¬ 


uation conveyed in page 327, ^niddle column, Unes 8. to 12, 
The “ Hills'^ remarks rather with bitterness that I dis- 


j 


paraged ih^Mussoorie roads ^true, and I subscribed too for’ 
their rep iirs, and my small subscription too when was 
leaving* that station in 1841, without the most roiuole pro¬ 
bability of ever visiting it again. Might I solicit the “ 
for a small contribution for the villainous roads of Nynee Tal 
which put Bagman into such a mortal fright. The road 
from Beernfal to Nynee Tal he says was in many parts 
daiig(‘rous to a pedestrian ! '\lv^o ladies travelled it before 
any iv[).urs or alterations were made ; the path being in iden¬ 
tically the same state as when it put Cagmak into hysterics ! 
After tliat, I wonder, wljufc next; M'hy I’ll be bound to say 
that I could hruig a tailor, a minute atom of a man, a tailor 
%.dtlj an untaifilod [ledigree from the time of the Norman 
conquest, a tailor without a cross or a bar sinister, a tailor 
whose goose and cal>bage hoar<l were never once up the spout 
in the course of twenty generations, a tliorough bred abortion, 
the most infinitesimal fraction of a iiuriiaii being would I 
let loose on the path alluded to, and he would skip and frisk ^ 
from one cull of it to the other, and never think or speak of 
danger to a pedestrian . 

I laiowxi Bagman ; he is the man who used fo go out shoot¬ 
ing the chamois with me, crawled all fours, and wore a pair of 
green spectacles, •. 

PILGRIM. 




Ths Enb. 



1 


E R U 4 V 4 . * 

Hhe dedication, Page III line 14 for 1842 reafl 1^41. 


Wanderings Page 

9.. 

. Imc 

5 ybr 

rarified, ,. read rurori^'d. 

>» 

it 

»• 

>1 

17 

II 

Munsra'.vur, ,, ^msornVvur. 

A 

a9 

25 

II 

4 

II 

Kota, . p . . „ Kollia. 

\ 

>T 

39 

II 

13 

• 

II 

give, .... 1 , gloves. 

II 

43 

II 

10 

II 

alluwaiiee,.. „ allowance. 

* «, 

It 

52 .. 5 \ 

andlHjst j 

• 

II 

ratified, «... ,, . rarefied. 

t* 

57 

»i 

23 

t. 

woandtr, . ,, wonder. 

*1 

64 

> r 

8 

|i 

pilgTimages .. pilgrimages. 

1* 

73 

11 

l<i«t 

1 

11 

« 

Piirnti,. . . ,, Parvati. 

• 9* 

88 


19 

II 

liuhaiulman „ liusbandmaii. 

• 

II 

106 

»> 

10 

11 

ou. ... ,, an. 

I* 

109 

II 

1.9 

I 

tli('ni . . „ tiiun. 

II 

119 

1 » 

11 

read uii the 2ud Decciuber/' 

II 

141 

11 

21 

deli 

^ Cl.' * ‘ ' HS 

II 

1-17 

* * 

unu ! 

1 

I 


Parvett ... real 

■ 

«i 

155 

II 

21 

II 

ouerselves, ,, oursc’ves. 

• 1 

127 

II 

26 

>1 

Ill, . .... , t ISp 

II 

159 

II 

24 

1 • 

prcfcnce,.. pivrercnce. 

II 

169 

>1 

25 

i» 

pon^ . .. ,, ufKin.^ 

4 

II 

175 

II 

24 

11 

pulmree^*^. ,, puharees. 

« 

II 

180 

II 

2 

rearf '* willi the greatest difficulty 

II 

183 

11 

4 

11 

“ the like monstrous size.*' 


Appendix page XlV line 11 read ** site of a Sdnutaimm.’* 

, XXII j, 5 from bottom for No. 9 read No. G. 

• • 

fiVbteiy ifce/VinierJ—In the h<Kh of the work, apreeabl} to tliQ denire 
the author, the name of the late js spelt Nainee Tal, though in the original 
it tt$ alivayi tpelt Nynee Tal, and each it has beeu left iu the appendix*; 









